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At Bob Jones University a student receives as fine academic 


training as he would receive anywhere in the world PLUS 


A WORKABLE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE — 
Students are trained to develop initiative for creative 
and Christian leadership. 

UNEXCELLED OPPORTUNITIES FOR CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT — 
Music, speech, and art without additional cost above 
regular academic tuition. 

A GENUINELY COSMOPOLITAN OUTLOOK — 
Students in the “World’s Most Unusual University” rub 
shoulders with fellow students and faculty from every | 


quarter of the globe. 
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High school and seventh ang eighth g n connection. 





BOB JONES UNIVERSITY .......& 20. cceoce. 


Bob Jones University stands without apology for the “old-time religion” 


and the absolute authority of the Bible. 
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Men and Women Hail New Kind of 
Sickness and Accident Policy 
No Reduction in Benefits Regardless of Age 





Costs Only $12 a Year—Down Payment $2.50 
Ages 60 to 69 Only $18 a Year—Ages 70 to 75 Only $24 a Year 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection 
against financial worries that come when accident or 
sickness strikes. That’s why the reliable North Ameri- 
can Accident Insurance Company of Chicago has issued 
a special policy for men or women up to 75 years of 
age. It helps meet sudden doctor and hospital bills— 
and the cost is only $12 a year for either men or women 
from 15 to 59 years old ... only $18 a year from 60 
to 69 years ... from ages 70 to 75 only $24 a year. 
These rates are guaranteed as long as the policy is 
continued in force. Easy payment plan if desired. 


No doctor’s examination required, merely your own 
statement as to your present health. If your policy is 
in effect at age 75, you may even continue it to age 
80 at no further increase in premium. ABSOLUTELY 
NO REDUCTION IN BENEFITS REGARDLESS OF 
AGE. Protects you 24 hours a day while in the United 
States, Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Central and South 
America. 


This is the popular, sound “SERIES 500” Limited 
Accident and Sickness Policy which thousands of men 
and women are carrying, all over the country—it pays 
$25 a week for 10 weeks for total disability resulting 
from certain specified accidents and sicknesses; AN 
ADDITIONAL $25 A WEEK for 4 weeks from the 
first day of disability, for accidents requiring hospital 
confinement; up to $25 cash for doctor bills (at the 
rate of $3 per visit) even for a minor accident such 
as a cut finger. In case of accidental death the po'icy 
pays $1,000.00 cash to your beneficiary. Accident 
benefits effective from date of policy. Sickness benefits 
effective 30 days from date of policy. All disability 
benefits are paid directly to you to use any way you 
wish. 


In addition, the policy covers many sicknesses includ- 
ing pneumonia, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, 
ulcer of stomach or intestines, and operation for re- 
moval of appendix, hemorrhoids, gall bladder, kidney 
and prostate, paying the weekly benefit after the first 
seven days of confinement to either home or hospital. 


This new policy also has a double indemnity feature 
covering travel accidents. You receive $50 a week if 
disabled, by an accident in a bus, taxicab, train, sub- 
way or street car, and $75 a week if the accident 
requires hospital confinement. The death benefit in- 
creases to $2,000.00 if caused by a travel accident. 
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Your benefits are never reduced even though 
you are also insured in a Group Plah, Blue Cross or 
other Hospitalization Insurance. So if you are now 
a member of some worthy hospitalization plan, 
you still need the additional protection. Only a 
small percentage of people are confined to a hos- 
pital, and even then only for a fraction of the time 
they are disabled. Most people—over 80% —are 
confined at home where hospitalization plans do 
not apply. Or, they are hospitalized for a few days 
or a week, then spend weeks of convalescence at 
home before they can ga back to work again. The 
North American Policy pays specified benefits re- 
gardless of whether you are confined to your home 
or to a hospital. 


North American Accident Insurance Company of 
Chicago has been in business for more than a half 
century and is one of the leading insurance companies 
providing accident and sickness protection. We have 
paid over $63,000,000 in cash benefits to grateful 
policyholders when they needed help most. North 
American is licensed by the Insurance Departments of 
all 48 states and the District of Columbia. 


Whatever your age, whether you are young or old, 
male or female, you need this sensible, necessary pro- 
tection. Get full details about this new policy by send- 
ing for the revealing booklet, “Cash or Sympathy.” 
The booklet is absolutely free. It will be mailed with- 
out charge or obligation of any kind. We suggest you 
get your free copy by mailing the coupon to Premier 
Policy Division, North American Accident Insurance 
Co. of Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 411, 
Newark 2, New Jersey. 





MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET 


North American Accident Insurance Co. of Chicago —_ zi 
10 Commerce Court, Dept. 411, Newark 2, New Jersey Divisi 


Please mail me your FREE booklet, “CASH OR 
SYMPATHY.” | understand there is absolutely no 
obligation of any kind. 




















NOW AND LATER 


All dressed up in a new cover, ETERNITY 
magazine begins the bright new year. It is 
inevitable, as all editors know, that some 
will welcome, some resist, the change in 
pace. 

One obviously intelligent and earnest 
reader already has lectured us in a kindly 
way on the addition of the front cover 
boxes in which we list some of the leading 
articles. But in the same mail came a letter 
from a woman who berated us because she 
felt the covers were unforgivably dull! 


It is our own belief and hope that the 
1954 cover design will attract many new 
readers as they find the magazine lying on 
tables in the homes and offices of friends. 
This is not altogether wishful thinking be- 
cause the figures show that Eternity has 
grown chiefly through the efforts of 
present readers. 


In the coming months pray for the min- 
istry of the magazine, for its editors and 
growing number of readers. Encourage 
your friends to subscribe. Maybe you can 
get them started in the right direction by 
providing them with a gift subscription. 


And continue to send your letters of 
criticism, both favorable and unfavorable. 
© a * 

One of the highlights of the February 
issue will be an article entitled “Battle with 
Satan in Mexico.” It is the werk of Eliza- 
beth H. Lathrop, missionary to the Tara- 
scan Indians of Mexico for the last 18 

years. 


At the Wycliffe Bible Translators station 
headed by her husband, Maxwell, Mrs. 
Lathrop has helped develop an alphabet 
and a written language for a tribe that 
previously had only a spoken tongue. 


(Continued on page 40) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
@ January 3—Tenth 


Church, Canton, O.; January 10-12— 
Temple Baptist Church, St. Paul, Minn.; 
January 13, 14—Crescent Heights Baptist 
Church, Calgary, Alberta; January 17-22 
—First Presbyterian Church, Tacoma, 
Wash.; January 24-29—Emmanuel Tab- 
ernacle, Seattle, Wash.; January 31- 
February 5—First Baptist Church, Eu- 
gene, Ore. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
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I always wanted to be a vessel fit 
for the Master’s use. But I knew 
SERVING first began by TRAIN- 
ING. That’s why I came to 
Philadelphia Bible Institute. I 
wanted to become grounded in 
the Word ...so when I leave 
PHILA-BI, I will be ready for 
His service. 


EVERY course prepares me for future 
service. The Savior becomes more pre- 
cious to me as I realize the fortune He 
has given me through Calvary 


FOR me washing dishes is part of that 
training. It’s the way I earn my room 
and board. A good preparation for uncer- 
tain tasks ahead 
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I used to think my tuition paid 
for the expenses of PHILA-BI. 
But the tuition is purposely low 
(for which I am thankful) and only 
meets one-third of the school budget. 

My training for a life of service 
for Christ depends on the financial 
support of people such as you— 
people who realize that it takes 
money to run a school. 


MY greatest joy is leading a soul to 
Christ. What a joy it is to uncover 
untold riches in the souls of men. 


FELLOWSHIP was a stranger to me. 
PHILA-BI brought the fellowship of 
Christians into my life and the fellow- 
ship of the Savior into my heart. 


Is My Life Worth Your Investment? 
Send your gift today to— 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Wh ive F , 
to PHILA-BI you 1800 ARCH STREET + PHILADELPHIA 3 PENNA 


circle the globe Dr. William A. Mierop, President ; Or. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
TRAINING YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN TODAY FOR WORLDWIDE CHRISTIAN SERVICE TOMORROW 
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The years whirl round with increasing rapidity, and 
history flows on in the channels which God has dug for 
it. As the new year begins we look back through the 
months of 1953 with deep gratitude for the gifts and 
graces of God, and for the fact that His people can obey 
His command to be untroubled in a world of wars and 
rumors of war. 

Beginning at Jerusalem, we shall look over the events 
of last year, going on to the uttermost parts of the 
world, shall appraise the various events, choose what 
we believe to be the most important event of the year 
and the most important man of the year. 


The Near East 


Israel passed uneasily through another troubled year. 
The nation managed to live, though practically bank- 
rupt, by the continued dole from the United’ States. 
Near the end of the year the troops of Israel went 
across the border into an Arab town and murdered 
every inhabitant in what was said to be a reprisal for a 
violation of the borders by the enemy. We remember 
that Jacob, when he was dying, said, “Simeon and Levi 
are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habi- 
tations. O my soul, come not into their secret . . . for 
in their anger they slew [men] and in their selfwill 
they digged down a wall” (Gen. 49:5,6). Their father 
never forgot that they had trumped up a religious 
excuse to get the men of Shechem in a vulnerable 
position and then had murdered them all (Gen. 34:25). 
Now, in 1953, they had done it again. The cup of their 
abominations was slowly filling, and their great tribula- 
tion, when it comes upon them under the rule of Anti- 
christ, will be seen as well-deserved. Yet, in the provi- 
dence of God, the peace of the whole world hangs upon 
this people, and the grace of God will yet operate in 
spite of what they are in themselves. 

Across the borders of Israel hundreds of thousands 
of refugees still festered in the rotten camps that had 
been set up for them by the United Nations. A French 
author, Jacques Vernant, under the sponsorship of the 
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4 God has only one time—today 








TOMORROW 


CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


NINETEEN FIFTY- THREE —— 








United Nations, published a volume, The Refugee in the 
Post-War World, revealing “the greatest social prob- 
lem of modern history” in what has come to be known 
as a “permanent emergency.” : 
In Iran there was a revolution. The people took over 
and Mossadegh was imprisoned while the Shah was 
recalled from exile. The unimportance of this puny 
dictator was thus revealed, and Time’s choice of him as 
“Man of the Year” for 1952 was seen to be a mistake. 
He never was of great importance, but rather a chip 
on the stream of time, and never a log. The struggle 
of British oil interests and the Iranian government con- 
tinued, and the American intervention with subsidies 
of scores of millions of dollars saved the day for the 
western world and blocked, temporarily at least, the 
advance of Soviet interests in that most important 
country, which must eventually go to Russia (Ezek. 
38:5). General Zahedi, the new prime minister is a 
tough and rigid soldier, who hates the British (who 
kidnaped and imprisoned him during the war for 
trafficking with the Germans)—but he hates Russia 


ae Central Asia 

Ordinarily the happenings in small states in central 
Asia would not claim a place in an annual survey of 
world events. The little states that front on Russia, 
however, are of great importance as we have discovered 
in Korea. The revolution in Kashmir, therefore, is 
significant as it is one of the doorways to India from 
the north. Sheikh Abdullah of Kashmir was replaced 
by Bakshi Mohomed, and all for the good of the cause 
of free peoples. Bakshi is doing all that he can to 
replace the welfare state by a return to free enterprise. 
In Srinagar rations have gone up from eighteen to 
twenty-four ounces of rice and the price has gone down 
by ten per cent. The import duty on salt has gone; 
water rates have been lowered; Government servants’ 
wages raised, and, to silence anti-bureaucratic feelings 
people’s tribunals to examine corruption and nepotism 
are being set up. 
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Communist activity in India is on the increase. At 
the airport in Calcutta this year I saw a Tibetan with a 
roll of bills of high denomination. I judged that it was 
Russian money and was told that the [Christian] gov- 
ernor of Bengal had expressed a sense of futility in 
dealing with the problem. The frontier of Tibet cannot 
be guarded and enemy agents are pouring into India 
in increasing numbers. There are two Communist 
parades each day in Calcutta with tens of thousands 
of people cooperating. The incubation points of Russian 
propaganda are in the schools and colleges, and the 
missionary schools are especially vulnerable. The policy 
of American Protestantism in furnishing higher educa- 
tion to pagans is producing the whirlwind reaping that 
comes from such sowing of wind. In the famous Baptist 
university at Sarahnpur, founded by Judson, the stu- 
dents heckled vigorously an American leader who had 
just come from Korea, hurling insults at America and 
asking him to justify germ warfare and other non- 
existent American atrocities. 


India’s Ban On the Gospel 

Most serious of all, however, was the threat by the 
Indian government to prohibit evangelical work by 
foreign missionaries. Setting forth what he regarded as 
a “basic rule” governing the attitude of the government, 
Dr. K. Katju, the Home Minister, in reply to questions 
in the Council of States on April 15th, said that while 
everyone in India was free to propagate his religion, 
the government did not want people from outside to do 
that. “If they came here for evangelical work, then the 
sooner they stop it the better.” In the House of the 
People, a week later, on April 21st, Dr. Katju made it 
clear to all foreign missionaries working in India that 
if they were engaged in social welfare work they would 
be welcome, but that if they indulged in proselytizing, it 
would be undesirable. It was also stated in parliament 
that permission for foreign missionaries to work in 
India was usually granted on the recommendation of the 
National Christian Council of India and the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of India, and that there were one 
hundred and fifteen societies doing missionary work in 
India. 

This discussion has set off a controversy in the leading 
newspapers of India. Protest meetings have been held 
and resolutions passed by the Christian community 
throughout India against what is regarded as an in- 
fringement of the freedom of religion guaranteed under 
the constitution. There has been some puzzlement as to 
the timing chosen by the government for the imposing 
of the ban on evangelization. It appears that the changed 
attitude of the leaders sprung from reports of an alleged 
interference in politics by [Roman Catholic] mission- 
aries, or perhaps from the unwarranted fear of a large- 
scale conversion that might lead to disorder. One 
authority stated that the only explanation for the anti- 
Christian attitude appears to be that if the tribal 
peoples, who are now being reached with the Gospel for 
the first time, should become Christians, it would no 
longer be possible to exploit their ignorance and keep 
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them in the social and economic bondage under non- 
aboriginal people. At the same time there is no question 
of banning the peddling of Communist doctrines by ' 
foreigners from Tibet, even by Russians. Latest reports — 
from India indicate that the Indian government may be 
modifying its attitude on missionary activity. High 
officials in the government have expressed the feeling 
that foreign missionaries may continue to work in 
India if they refrain completely from any type of 
political activity. 


The Far East 

In Indo China the war grinds on with some hope now 
that the French have promised liberty and common- 
wealth status to the various states of the peninsula. The 
United States has advanced enough money to keep the 
war well on the advance and has spoken words strong 
enough to deter China from an open advance into the 
war. The Chinese do not want another Korea and they 
are relatively sure that any encroachment by them 
would bring the United Nations forces in against them. 

The main news about the Far East during 1953 was 
the truce in Korea. There is no active fighting, but the 
best reports indicate that Russia and China are using 
the calm period to bring great reinforcements into the 
portion of Korea yet held by the Reds. There has been 
no honest effort by the Communists toward a real peace, 
but real peace is the last thing that the Kremlin wants. 

There has been no news of outstanding importance in 
Indonesia, Australia or the islands of the sea. The 
Philippines have become more stable, but with increas- 
ing dominance of Roman Catholic priests in political 
matters. Japan has passed a calm year, with a growing 
acquaintance on the part of the people of true demo- 
cratic procedures. 

There is no important news from the Americas. 
Roman Catholic persecution of Protestants has con- 
tinued in Colombia. Guatemala has made Communist 
noises but those who know the situation well say that 
the noises have not been truly sympathetic with Russia. 
A very backward country has been taken over by a 
group of politicos who wish to maintain power, and who 
have used Soviet slogans for their own ends. Since a 
major portion of the income of the country has come 
from the American Fruit Company there has been an 
effort to take over American property with results that 
have not been too happy for the economy of the land. 
Mexico has a more stable and honest government. 
Canada continues its great prosperity with oil and 
uranium challenging wheat and wood pulp for industrial 
supremacy. 

Africa has roughly maintained the status quo ante 
throughout the year. Malan still breathes threatening 
and slaughter; the British have brought enough force 
into Kenya to check the spread of the Mau Mau re- 
bellion which was last year’s most important news. 

Western Europe has remained in its give and take 
of internal struggle, with the advantage going to the 
non-Communist and non-Socialist pluralities of the 
West. The important victory of Adenauer entrenched 

(Continued on page 50) 
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A ‘Sermon preached in the Chapel of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, New York, on the ion of Bibles to 
the fourth classmen by the American Tract Society, 27 September, 1953. 


N the second of last June the eyes of the world were 

turned to the city of London, where in a solemn 

service climaxing the most magnificent display of 
pageantry our times have seen, a young woman was 
crowned the sovereign of the British Empire. Some four 
months earlier similar world-wide attention had been 
focused ‘upon the city of Washington, where in a cere- 
mony of the utmost simplicity ‘a distinguished general 
was inaugurated as our thirty-fourth President. 

Immediately after Queen Elizabeth had taken the 
coronation oath in Westminster Abbey, the Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland stepped forward and pre- 
sented her with a specially printed and beautifully 
bound copy of the Bible, saying as he did so: “Our 
Gracious Queen: to keep Your Majesty ever mindful 
of the law and gospel of God as the rule for the whole 
life and government of Christian princes, we present 
you with this Book, the most valuable thing this world 
affords. Here is wisdom, this is the royal law; these are 
the lively oracles of God.” 

Last January twentieth General Eisenhower laid his 
hand upon two Bibles as he was sworn in—one, a Bible 
that had been used by President Washington; the other 
was a copy presented to him in 1915 as a cadet here at 
the Academy. It was open at these words in 2 Chronicles: 
“If. my people, who are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 


‘ “Faith tells you to take God at His Word 
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turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” Whereupon the President translated that text 
into practice, as he led the nation in prayer. 


Il 


The place of the Bible in these occasions ‘points us to 
our theme this morning. The Bible is, I submit to you, 
the indispensable Book for two reasons: in a way that 
applies to no other, it is the Book of light; in a manner 
wholly unique, it is the Book of life. 

Long ago the author of the 119th Psalm — the 
world this sentence: “The entrance of thy word bring- 
eth light.” It is no accident that in 1456 the first book 
printed by Gutenberg from movable type—the begin- 
ning of the vast flood of printed literature upon which 
our modern civilization rests—was the Bible. The single 
most compelling motive for the spread of literacy has 
been and still is to make known the Scriptures. Accord- 
ing to the French Academy, there are in the world 
2,796 different languages. Of that number nearly 1,300 
have been reduced to writing; and of that 1,300, hun- 
dreds would never have found written form, had it not 
been for those who have taken seriously the Christian 
obligation to give all men the Word of God. 

A few weeks ago a missionary friend showed me a 
great treasure, the fruit of years of labor in southern 
Mexico. What was it? Just some pieces of paper, the 
proof sheets of the Gospel of John, put into a language 
never before written down yet spoken today by some 
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The Indispensable Book — 








40,000 Indians, people forgotten by civilization who will 
now, through this one little book, be delivered from 
darkness both intellectual and spiritual. The incident 
can be duplicated many times in remote regions of the 
earth, so that it is now literally true that, as the 
prophet said, “the people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light.” 

But the Bible also enlightens the educated and 
privileged. Professor William Lyon Phelps of Yale 
University put the case for its indispensability like this: 
“T thoroughly believe in a university education for both 
men and women; but I believe a knowledge of the Bible 
without a college course is more valuable than a col- 
lege course without the Bible.” The plain fact is that 
the man who does not know his Bible is not liberally 
educated in the fullest sense, because some of the most 
vital areas of our culture are rooted and grounded in 
the Scriptures. Without this Book much of literature 
and art and music and history cannot be fully under- 
stood. More than that, ignorance of its message always 
means spiritual poverty. 


Ill 


So we come to the second, and far greater, reason 
why the Bible is the indispensable Book. Above all 
books ever written, it is the Book of life. Whatever 
else we may say of it, we must grant this: in a sense 
that applies to no other book in the world, your Bible 
is alive. Paul the Apostle was right when, in his letter 
to the church at Philippi, he called it “the word of life.” 

Yes, I know that it is far and away the best seller; 
I know that records have recently been broken by the 
first printing of nearly 1,000,000 copies of the new Re- 
vised Standard Version; I am aware of the fact that it 
is the only truly universal book which in its ever-ex- 
panding circulation has reached the astounding total 
of one billion. But these are externals, and I am not 
here to talk about externals. When you think about the 
Bible in any but surface terms, when you get down to 
its inner meaning and purpose, you come face to face 
with the one indispensable Person whom the world 
cannot do without. And this is true of the Old Testa- 
ment as well as of the New Testament. Christ is the 
center of both. He is the unifying factor of all Scripture 
from beginning to end. 

It was hundreds of years before the first Christmas 
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By Frank E. Gaebelein 


Day that two Hebrew prophets, Micah and Isaiah, wrote 
down the exact place and manner of His birth. Through- 
out the Old Testament His life and work are set forth 
in amazing detail. There is Isaiah’s 53rd chapter and 
also the 22nd Psalm, where the precise circumstances 
and meaning of His death by crucifixion are described— 
and all this over seven hundred years before the event. 
It was Canon Liddon of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 
who gathered together the prophecies of Christ in the 
Old Testament and found no less than 332 of them which 
were fulfilled when He lived among men nineteen 
hundred years ago. These things, combined with the 
wealth of symbolism and progress of spiritual insight 
in the Old Testament, present us with a portrait of the 
living Christ that speaks to us and meets our need 
today. And so it is that, when we open our Bible to such 
beloved words of strength and comfort as these, “The 
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want,” we think almost 
instinctively—and rightly so—of the Lord Jesus, even 
though the 23rd Psalm was written approximately 1,000 
years before His birth. 


IV 


But if the Old Testament points so vividly to Christ, 
it is the New Testament that, in a world of death and 
destruction, offers us most plainly the great gift of 
everlasting life in Him. Scores of times in his epistles 
St. Paul speaks of eternal life. Over and over again in 
his writings St. John does the same thing, as do the 
other New Testament writers also. The word “life” 
was so constantly on the lips of the Lord Jesus Himself 
that it may be said to be the chief subject of His 
message. 

This is especially true of His wonderful words of 
self-witness. Yes, I know that they are familiar. But I 
would remind you that it is never irrelevant to hear 
and think about His words. 

“I am,” He said, “the bread of life.” Is He that for 
you? Do you know what it means to feed on Him in 
your heart by faith with thanksgiving? 

“I am come,” He declared, “that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.” Do you 
have this life as your own personal possession? 

“IT am the resurrection and the life,” He said. Can 
you say, as did Paul out of a convinced heart, “Christ 
lives in me”? 

(Continued on page 50) 
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GOOD STEP 

I am sorry that I am not going to 
be able to accept an invitation to at- 
tend a meeting to be held in Chicago 
on January 29-30 at the call of some 
Christian leaders. 

The invitation begins with the fol- 
lowing paragraph: “In 1946 a small 
group met at Wheaton, Ill. in what 
was called a ‘Christian Problems 
Conference.’ Those attending had two 
things in common: A background in 
Fundamentalism, and a_ conviction 
that Fundamentalism falls short as an 
adequate expression of Christianity 
for this generation. While few specific 
conclusions were reached, the discus- 
sions proved stimulating and helpful. 
And seven years of experience and 
observation have served to broaden 
the tentative opinions [that were] 
voiced in 1946. Certainly the hour in 
which we live calls for some reflec- 
tion on the things that we believe.” 

The agenda for discussion shows 
that papers will be presented and dis- 
cussed on a variety of subjects, and 
I am going to try to have some of 
them for summarization in our pages. 
Among the items to be discussed are 
these: The Christian in the Com- 
munity: Civic Responsibilities . . . 
Reform movements . . . Church Rela- 
tionships. Christian Growth: Stand- 
ards of ethics . . . Legalism and nega- 
tivism . . . Leisure activities . . . The 
Bible: The menace of bibliolatry; 
Problems of inspiration; Methods of 
interpretation; Science and the Bible. 
The Christian Home: Sex attitudes. 
Christian Education: Christian col- 
leges—an evaluation . . . Indoctrina- 
tion: invitation to mediocrity. 
Christianity and Psychiatry: Some 
common denominators . . . Funda- 
mentalist neuroses . . . Psychiatry and 
the ministry . . . Evangelism: Evan- 
gelism (American) analyzed 
Methods and techniques. 

The agenda concludes with the fol- 
lowing: “The problems related to 
Fundamentalism are endless. Anti- 
intellectualism, obscurantism, separ- 
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ationism, revivalism, mysticism (real 
and superious), culture (or lack of 
it), pacifism, freedom, sects, intoler- 
ance, etc.” 

I am delighted that such a confer- 
ence is going to be held. I know that 
in these pages we have been consid- 
ering these problems for many years 
and calling the Lord’s people to a 
truly Christian stand on many of 
them. The prayers of all believers 
who know how to pray are earnestly 
solicited on behalf of these brethren 
who are so boldly taking hold of these 
dangerous nettles. But boldness, of 
course, is the only way to handle a 
nettle. The Lord be with you men. 


DEPENDENCE 

As often as I can find a free mo- 
ment, generally while flying some- 
where, I pick up a copy of the New 
Yorker, which gives me many a 
chuckle, and quite a few sermon 
illustrations. I am so glad that the 
Lord created us with a sense of 
humor and can understand why the 
late Bishop Taylor Smith, of the 
Church of England, would sometimes 
pronounce the benediction, “And may 
grace, mercy, peace and a good sense 
of humor be upon you and abide with 
ee 

The following is taken from a re- 
cent New Yorker in full. “Today’s 
world creates all sorts of strange re- 
versals and somersaults, but none 
stranger than an idea voiced recently 
by a Washington pastor . . . [who] 
told his congregation that the more 
he thought about the world situation, 
the more he was convinced that God 
was dependent on one man alone— 
Eisenhower. This throws everything 
out of focus for us (and presumably 
for the President, too), and is perhaps 
the most stringent limitation on the 
omnipotence of the Almighty we have 
ever heard expressed. President 
Eisenhower has often mentioned his 
own feeling of dependence on God, 
and this new thought throws the re- 
lationship seriously out of kilter. If 


the good Doctor is right, the cosmos 
is in an even worse tangle than we 
had supposed, what with the religious 
nature of man being restored by the 
awesomeness of the atom, only to 
have God revealed as leaning heavily 
on a former General of the Army. 
God couldn’t have picked a better 
general to lean on, in our opinion, but 
the setup seems wrong way round, 
and we liked it better the old way.” 

The gentle irony of the New Yorker 
editor’s comment is a wholesome 
thing, revealing, as it does, the super- 
ficiality of a man who evidently is a 
pulpiteer, but no pastor or minister. 
A pastor feeds his sheep and a min- 
ister serves their needs. The only way 
this can be done is to turn the eyes 
of the congregation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is God’s only answer to 
the problems of our time, or any time. 
We are delighted that the New 
Yorker does not have “respect for the 
cloth” unless that respect has been 
earned by faithfulness to truth and 
devotion to duty, and we trust that its 
editors will continue to hold a mirror 
before the smug follies of the pulpit 
and thus lift the level of preaching. 
Some men, at least, would be deterred 
from seeking a headline in the Mon- 
day morning papers if they knew 
they would end up in the New 
Yorker. 


SOCIAL SERVICE 

It was a French writer who said, 
“The only thing that we learn from 
history is that we do not learn from 
history.” If we Christians could learn 
a few lessons from history, it would 
save us a great deal of trouble. For 
example, it would be worthwhile re- 
membering that the history of Chris- 
tianity has included many violent 
movements, like a pendulum swing- 
ing from one extreme to another. 
Lurching away from an early uni- 
tarianism, the church produced a 
movement that denied the true 
humanity of Christ. The path of 
truth was in the middle between the 
two extremes. 

The Reformers were so eager to 
find arms to use against the papacy 
that they robbed the future of the 
true Antichrist who is to come and 
placed him in the past as the pope. 
And while we are agreed that the 
papacy is filled with doctrines that 
are anti-Christian, the Antichrist 
who is to come will not appear until 
the true Church has been removed 
from the earth at the return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many fundamental Christians are 
in the midst of a pendulum-extreme 
heresy, and it would do well for all 
to recognize it. In the Nineteenth 
Century there were liberals who be- 
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‘gan to talk about “social service,” 


and “social Christianity.” It is true 
that they carried it to such an ex- 
treme that they substituted social 
efforts for redemptive Christianity. 
Fundamental believers immediately 
shied away from the heresy, and in 
so doing they left the field of social 
activities to the liberals. There has 
been failure to have a deep-seated 
social consciousness and to hold as 
an imperative direction from the 
Holy Spirit our duty to meet the 
social needs with an unswerving 
testimony that Christianity has a 
definite say in such matters, and that 
the “say” is not mere words but 
definite actions. 

We have not failed in our social 
duty to the lepers of the world. It 
is one of the outstanding testimonies 
to Christ and His power to give love 
for the unlovely that has placed the 
work of caring for the levers of the 
world within the hands of’ Christians 
who, for the most part, have a stir- 
ring testimony to the redemptive 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ even 
while they are spending a great deal 
of effort in ministering to the hor- 
rible needs of the bodies of these 
unfortunates. It is urgent that we 
reconsider our testimony in other 
fields that are just as needy. and 
that we follow our words. words. 
words, with a succession of deeds 
We must act in matters of segrega- 
tion, not only of color, but in that 
which relegates the outcasts to mis- 
sions instead of bringing them into 
our churches. We must studv the 
great loneliness that exists for so 
many old people and single women 
and meet that need in our churches. 
In short we must swing from the ex- 
treme of doctrine onlv. to the same 
doctrine bathed in the love of Christ. 


DIVORCE AND SELFISHNESS 

Scores of letters come to the office 
of the Editor from members of the 
radio audience throughout the coun- 
try asking for light on divorce prob- 
lems. The majority of these letters 
are from people who outline the 
story of a previous marriage, tell of 
a divorce, and ask if they have the 
biblical right to remarry. In almost 
all of these cases we are forced to 
answer that they have no such right. 

We have recently answered the 
letter of a woman whose story is as 
follows. She was saved early in life, 
got out of the will of God, married 
an unsaved man. After some years 
he took to drinking and his actions 
were such as to affect her nerves, 
force her to get a job to maintain the 
home, and endanger the health of her 
daughter (remember of course, that 
this is her story). The husband got 
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so bad that he was put in an asylum. 
Finally the wife acceded to the re- 
quest of the daughter and secured 
a divorce. 

The wife now writes to ask if she 
has the right to remarry as it is her 
only hope of maintaining a home 
and supporting her daughter in her 
education “to be a missionary.” 

If subjected to even the smallest 
amount of Christian logic, the whole 
pattern can be seen. In her letter 
the woman says that she took a vow 
to raise her daughter for the Lord 
if the child should be born strong 
and says that she has “never for- 
gotten that vow.” It would have 
been better if she had never forgotten 
the vows made at the marriage altar. 
She took this husband for better or 
for worse. Suppose he had been in 
an automobile wreck and broken his 
back and had been forced to go to 
the hospital for five years. Would 
she have felt that she had a right to 
divorce. him and remarry someone 
else? Of course not. Someone may 
say is there no difference between a 
wreck in a hospital and drunkennes: 
at an asylum. In the sight of God. 
there is, of course, absolutely no dif- 
ference whatsoever. The woman sin- 
ned when she got out of the will of 
God. She sinned when she married 
2n unsaved man. She sinned when 
she divorced the man and she is now 
looking forward to further sin in 
wanting to remarry. 

I do not wish that the strength of 
the above statements should in any 
wise affect the many people who 
were married, divorced, and remar- 
ried before they were saved. Any- 
thing that happens in the life of an 
unsaved person is blotted out at the 
time of his conversion and he can 
begin afresh. Also I would not wish 
to take comfort from those who have 
been abandoned by unsaved mates 
because of the Christian faith. In 
the above instance this was not so. 
The woman confessed in her letter 
that her husband did not want her 
to leave him. She stated that it was 
her. That has nothing to do with it. 
The woman confessed that it was 
because he had an easier life with 
her. That has nothing to do with it. 
The Bible does not say that the be- 
lieving wife should depart from an 
unbelieving husband if he makes it 
difficult. It flatly states that if he 
be content to dwell with her, she 
should not leave him, or if she should 
depart (to safeguard health or life), 
she should remain unmarried or be 
rejoined to him. 


EXPERTS 
People who try to explain God’s 


’ workings in purely human terms are 


bound to get themselves in trouble. 
Compare the following paragraphs, 
for example. “The word manna was 
derived from the Hebrew man hu, 
meaning ‘what is it?’ From the ac- 
curate description of it in Exodus we — 
know now that it must have been an 
alga species of the genus Nostoc. This 
plant grows with unbelievable rapid- 
ity during the night, with the aid of 
the heavy dew upon highly mineral- 
ized desert soils.”—From “The Useful 
Algae,” by F. J. Weiss, in Scientific 
American. 

“It is generally believed that the 
manna of the Bible was a lichen, Le- 
canora esculenta, which is still eaten 
by desert tribes of Asia Minor.” From 
College Botany, by H. J. Fuller and 
O. Tippo. 

“Honeydew is a food not to be 
scorned even by man, for it is now 
generally accepted that the manna 
which miraculously sustained the Is- 
raelites on their long trek from Egypt 
to the promised land of Canaan was 
the dried excretion of a tiny but 
abundant species of scale insect (Tra- 
butina mannipara) which lives on 
tamarisk.”—From American Social 
Insects, by C. D. Michener and M. H. 
Michener. 


Sooner or later when men try to 
be greater than the Word of God 
their folly is manifested. What does 
the Bible say? If we take the number 
of men who were old enough to be 
of the fighting force of the children 
of Israel, and add a similar number 
for wives and double the number for 
a two-child average, we will discover 
that there were at least two million 
people traveling through the desert 
for forty years. They were covered 
by a supernatural cloud which pro- 
vided warmth in the very cold desert 
nights and shade in the very hot 
desert days. They were followed by 
a giant rock which put forth a stream 
great enough to supply flowing water 
for this vast number of people. God 
flatly says that this rock was a mani- 
festation of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Cor. 10:4). The only food of these 
two millions of people for a long per- 
iod of time was manna, and any at- 
tempt to identify it as algae, lichens or 
insects falls far short of the natural 
possibilities. None of the writers of 
the above paragraphs would risk his 
professional reputation by saying that 
his pet algae, lichen or insect could 
provide food for two million people 
for a matter of years. 

“Happy is that people whose God 
is the Lord” (Psa. 144:15). They will 
never be in trouble with the biblical 
accounts, for they know that “God 
did it,” and their hearts are satisfied. 


Do you perfectly manifest Christ wherever you go? 9 








ls the 
Lord’s Coming 
Imminent? 


by JOHN F. WALVOORD 





OUR HOPE IS TRANSLATION, NOT RESUR- 
RECTION; THE COMING OF THE LORD, NOT 
THE TRIBULATION. 


Ever since the Lord Jesus was taken from His 
disciples to glory on the day of His ascension the hope 
of His imminent return has been the constant expecta- 
tion of each generation of Christians. In the early 
church this was a dominant theme of-the apostles’ 
teaching and an impelling motive in their witness. As 
gradually the great truths about the purpose of God in 
the church were unfolded and the present age began 
to extend, the hope of His return continued undimmed. 
At the close of the last book of the New Testament, the 
aged apostle John still breathes a prayer, “Even so 
come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


Unbelief and Confusion on This Doctrine Today 

The passing centuries have brought scoffers who have 
said, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Pet. 3:4). 
It is the fashion of our day in high theological circles 
to discount the doctrine of the coming of the Lord and 
to isolate this portion of Scriptural teaching as outside 
the realm of scholarly investigation. We are told that 
Paul and the apostles were mistaken and naive to hope 
for the coming of the Lord in their day. Others while 
admitting the teaching of the Scriptures on this doctrine 
have interposed various prophesied events and thereby 
have postponed the hope of His return by generations 
and even millenniums. Resulting controversies have 
obscured and confused the blessed hope of the imminent 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 





Dr. Walvoord is president of Dallas Theological Seminary 
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Three Leading Questions 

Before an intelligent understanding of the issues in- 
volved in the hope of the imminent return of the Lord 
can be achieved, three main questions must be con- 
sidered: (1) Can we believe the Bible and accept its 
revelation literally? (2) Are there predicted events 
which must occur before the Lord’s return? (3) Do the 
Scriptures present the fulfillment of the hope of His 
return as an imminent event, i.e., as possible of ful- 
fillment at any moment? 

For the purpose of the present study in answer to the 
first question, we must assume the inspiration of the 
Scripture and the validity and infallibility of its revela- 
tion. The present chaotic condition in prophetic study 
has come partly through failure to accept the Bible as 
the Word of God. 

The answer to the second question is one of the most 
complicated in the whole field of prophecy. Many 
schemes of interpretation have been offered. The post- 
millennial view interposes a whole millennium between 
the present and the coming of Christ, thereby post- 
poning that glad event by at least a thousand years. 
The posttribulationalists believe the Church must con- 
tinue on earth through the day of the Lord, including 
that unprecedented and indescribable time of trouble 
on the earth culminating in the great tribulation which 
Christ predicted (Mt. 24:21) and of which the apostle 
John gives great detail (Rev. 6-19). If either of these 
two views—the postmillennial or the posttribulational 
—is correct, we must give up the doctrine of the immi- 
nent coming of the Lord and must look instead for 
either a millennium on earth or a time of unprecedented 
tribulation. 


What Do the Scriptures Teach? 


The Bible teaches, according to the premilliennial 
interpretation, both the doctrine of a millennial king- 
dom of righteousness on earth and the awful time of 
tribulation which will precede it. The question is 
whether Christ will come first, before both of these 
predicted periods, to meet His Church in the air and 
take her home to glory. This we believe to be the 
teaching of the Scripture and the only view which 
fully resolves all the problems of interpretation in- 
volved. 


The Word of Comfort to the Thessalonians 


In 1. Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, the great truth of the 
coming of the Lord is expounded. One can gather from 
this section that Paul taught the Thessalonians of this 
doctrine in his brief stay with them (Acts 17:1-10), but 
some questions remained. One of these questions con- 
cerned those of their number who had already passed 
into the presence of the Lord. When would they be 
raised from the dead? That they would be raised no one 
doubted, but would they be raised at the time the Lord 
came for the living saints or would it be later? This is 
answered emphatically in this passage. The dead in 
Christ would be raised first, just a moment before the 
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living saints were caught up to meet Christ in the air. 
On the basis of this hope, they were exhorted, “Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 
4:18). The word which is translated comfort in both 
the Authorized and Revised Standard Versions includes 
the idea of exhort and encourage. This was to be a great 
encouragement and comfort to them—their reunion 


with their loved ones was no more distant than their. 


reunion with the Lord when He came for His own. 

Having established the order of the resurrection and 
translation, the next question was the time. When was 
the event to occur? In chapter five this is answered. 
Under the term “day of the Lord” (1 Thess. 5:2) the 
period immediately following the translation is 
described. It will come as a thief in the night—unex- 
pected by those in that period (1 Thess. 5:2). It will 
involve “sudden destruction” and “they shall not 
escape” (1 Thess. 5:3). In contrast to these overtaken 
so suddenly by destruction, the saints will not be over- 
taken by this trouble (1 Thess. 5:4). The reason is that 
the saints are “children of light” and “children of the 
day” (1 Thess. 5:5). “For God hath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9; cf. Rev. 6:17). In a word, the 
contrast is made sharply between those translated and 
those so unexpectedly left on earth to destruction while 
the Church is caught up to be with the Lord. The day 
of wrath, destruction and judgment will follow the 
translation. The Church will not be involved in the 
wrath poured out upen the earth (1 Thess. 5:9). The 
teaching of the apostle in the passage establishes not 
only the order of resurrection and translation but also 
the relation of these events to the time of tribulation 
which follows. 

The very exhortation of comfort in view of the Lord’s 
return loses its meaning if the church must pass through 
the great tribulation. What comfort can there be to a 
prospect of a distant deliverance if in the path between 
there is probable martyrdom, destruction and persecu- 
tion? Far better to die a normal death and be raised in 
the resurrection than to endure such a period in order 
to avoid death in translation. The whole point of the 
Thessalonian passage hangs on the imminency and pre- 
tribulational character of the coming of the Lord. 


The Word of Revelation to the Corinthians 

The fifteenth chapter: of 1 Corinthians is rightly 
known as the resurrection chapter. With its gospel 
introduction (1 Cor. 15:1-4) it first argues the resur- 
rection of Christ as an essential of Christian faith and 
hope, and then links this with the resurrection of men in 
general. Having established these great truths, in the 
close of the chapter by sharp contrast the grand excep- 
tion.to the doctrine of resurrection is revealed: “Behold, 
I show you a mystery; we shall .not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a’ moment, in the twinkling of 


an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we. shall 
be changed” (1 Cor. 15: 51-52). 

This passage is obviously parallel to 1 Thessalonians 
4. It is the time of the resurrection of the dead and 
translation of the saints. The subject is introduced as a 
“mystery.” As used in the New Testament, this word 
refers to truth “hid” from Old Testament revelation but 
now revealed in the New. That there should be a resur- 
rection of the just is certainly no mystery. Nor is it a 
mystery that there should be living saints on the earth 
at the time of that event. Both of these general factors 
are in the Old Testament clearly (cf. Dan. 12:2; Zech. 
12:10). The mystery is that the living saints shall be 
translated, “changed” from a mortal body to an im- 
mortal body “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump” (1 Cor. 15:52). This is nowhere taught 
in the Old Testament. It should be carefully noted that 
this transformation is for all—‘“not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). 

This revelation demands a time interval between the 
event here revealed and the coming of the Lord to 
establish His kingdom on earth. In other words, this 
event must occur before the tribulation while this king- 
dom is established by the coming of the Lord to the 
earth after the tribulation. The-necessity of this con- 
clusion is plainly implied in the passage before. us. 
According to the premillennial interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, during the millennium there will be tilling of the 

(Continued on page 47) 








A woman with eleven children was once asked by a friend: 
“Aren't so many youngsters a great deal of trouble?” “No,” 
she answered, “not trouble. A bother sometimes, but never 
trouble. You see, trouble is on the heart, but bother is only 
on the hands.” This must be the attitude of all believers in 
Christ as the Spirit of God works in them to will and to de 
of His good pleasure. Nothing should be a trouble to us— 
and, as a matter of fact, not even much bother. For a be- 
liever must have the love of Christ im him. “This love of 
which | speak is slow to lose patience—it looks for a way of 
being constructive. It is not possessive; it is neither anxious 
to impress nor does it cherish inflated ideas of its own im- 
portance. Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish 
advantage. It is not touchy. It does not compile statistics 
of evil or gloat over the wickedness of other people. On 
the contrary, it is glad with all good men when Truth pre- 
vails, Love knows no limit to its endurance,‘ no end fo its 
trust, no fading of its hope: it can outlast anything.. It is, in 
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Did you ‘ever feel lonely bécause the Lord:Jesus is not here? S11 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


BRITISH ISRAEL DISCREDITED 

Anyone who attempts to set a 
date for the second coming of Christ 
tries to make himself bigger than 
Christ and bigger than the Word of 
God. The Lord said flatly that no 
man knows the day or the hour 
(Mt. 24:36), the times or the sea- 
sons (Acts 1:7), and said that He 
Himself, in His humanity, did not 
know. 

In spite of this there has been a 
stream of false prophets who have 
claimed to have penetrated the mys- 
teries of God and wrested the secret 
from Him. One by one the calendar 
has proved them wrong. The latest 
to be thoroughly discredited is the 
group known as the British Israel- 
ites. Their main theory is that there 
are ten lost tribes of Israel and that 
the Anglo Saxons are these tribes. 
They go to fantastic extremes to 
prove their wild theories, presenting 
totally unscholarly etymologies for 
place names (Danube and Denmark 
from the tribe of Dan) and for the 
names of peoples (Saxons from 
Isaac’s sons). 

They have long had a date that 
was the final date in their prophe- 
cies and it fell due in the middle 
of August, 1953. They arrived at 
their date by measuring the main 
passage in the pyramids. They had 
an arbitrary measure which they 
called the ‘‘pyramid inch,’’ and 
from this they announced certain 
dates under theory that one pyramid 
inch was equal to one solar year. 
You can readily see that anyone can 
make a similar prophecy from a 
ball of string—any ball of string. 
Divide it up into 1954 parts, for 
example, and say that each part 
represents one year, and there you 
are. The fact that A’s ball and B’s 
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ball are different total lengths makes 
no difference. It can well be seen 
that the whole thing is humbuggery. 
But since this last year, 1953, was 
the terminal year in their system, it 
is well to put a skunk cabbage or 
two on its grave. I take the follow- 
ing from the autobiography of Sir 
Flinders Petrie, knighted by the late 
king of England for his archaeo- 
logical discoveries in Egypt, es- 
pecially for his work on the pyra- 
mids. He was an ardent foe of the 
British-Israelite theory, and wrote 
(In Seventy Years in Archaeology), 
‘*The pyramid theorists were a con- 
tinual amusement to the Grants and 
myself; one of them tried to file 
dewn the granite boss in the ante- 
chamber to the size required for the 
theory’’ (p. 28). Petrie writes at 
length on the scientific measurement 
of the pyramids and draws a con- 
clusion strongly indicting the British 
Israelites. He says (p. 36), ‘‘The 
principal result of the survey was 
to show that the casing did not slope 
down to the pavement above the 
corner sockets, but sloped down to 
the floors of the sockets, and the 
pavement was laid over it there. 
The base of the pyramid at the 
pavement was therefore much less 
than the distances between the outer 
sides of the rock sockets. Therefore, 
instead of a pyramid measuring 
9,140 inches, as was supposed, it 
measured only 9,069 inches. 
‘‘Hence all theorizing about the 
days in the year being represented 
was entirely erroneous. The size of 
the pyramid was ruled by being 
7x40 Egyptian cubits (20.6 inches) 
high and 11x 40 cubits wide. This 
is strongly confirmed by the size 
of the pyramid of Maydum, which 
preceded it in date, being 7x25 






cubits 
wide; it shows the use of the same 
system of a large number of cubits, 
25 or 40, as a unit, multiplied by 7 


cubits high, and 11x25 


and 11 for the dimensions. The 
angle of the slope required for this 
7 and 11 proportion is within the 
small uncertainty (two minutes) of 
the actual remains. 

‘“The theories as to the size of the 
pyramid are thus proved entirely 
impossible, and this is confirmed by 
later details of survey made by the 
Egyptian Government. The fantas- 
tic theories, however, are still 
poured out, and the theorists still 
assert that the facts correspond to 
their requirements. It is useless to 
state the real truth of the matter, 
as it has no effect on those who are 
subject to this type of hallucination. 
They can but be left with the flat 
earth believers and other such peo- 
ple to whom a theory is dearer than 
a fact.’’ 

A former member of the British 
Israel Movement, Anton Darms, has 
published a volume under the title 
The Delusion of British Israelism, 
(Eternity Book Service, $1.50), in 
which all the fantastic religious 
theories of the movement are re- 
futed and the proofs set forth that 
there are no lost tribes. 

God has said that if a man 
prophesy and his prophécies come 
not to pass, then shall ye know that 
I have not sent him (Deut. 18:22). 
Therefore let the whole British 
Israel theory stand as thoroughly 
discredited. 

EVANGELISM FOR SOUTH EAST ASIA 

The British Weekly has published 
an article from its Australian 
correspondent announcing a ‘‘Co- 
lombo plan’’ for the churches of 
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Australia. The heads of six Protes- 
tant communions have appealed to 
the Australian churches to support 
a spiritual plan whose aim is to 
evangelize South East Asia and to 
strengthen the churches already 
established there. The appeal states 
that: ‘‘to us is given the oppor- 
tunity of opening areas hitherto un- 
evangelized and also of strengthen- 
ing the indigenous chureh and its 
leadership. We call on members of 
our respective churches to support 
whatever moves may be necessary 
to extend the missionary enterprise 
in South East Asia.’ 

The comment which I make on 
this proposal is not a criticism of 
Australia or of the p!an, but of the 
whole church of Jesus Christ. Un- 
doubtedly the interest in evangeliz- 
ing South East Asia comes from the 
fact that Australia feels itself 
menaced by Communism: and does 
not want to have it as a neighbor. 
People can be aroused to give as a 
result of such an appeal who have 
not given to previous appeals made 
by the Lord Jesus Christ to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature (Mt. 28:19). It 
is a sad commentary on the whole 
church, everywhere, that we fre- 
quently put selfish interest above 
the need of souls and the call of 
Christ. 


SPECTATORS ONLY 

A Manchester Guardian corre- 
spondent reports from Vienna that 
a new stained glass window in Graz 
Parish Church has been discovered 
to show Hitler and Mussolini among 
the onlookers at the crucifixion. The 
window is the work of a Salzburg 
artist named Albert Birkle, and was 
put.in place two years ago. Accord- 
ing to the Manchester Guardian 
report, ‘‘The Graz Socialist news- 
paper, Neue Zeit has discovered 
that among the Roman soldiers 
watching the crucifixion the artist 
had placed two whose features are 
unquestionably those of Hitler and 
Mussolini. Hitler’s toga is decorated 
with swastikas. The faces are not 
distinguishable to the naked eye, ‘but 
are easily recognizable with binocu- 
lars. The discovery has been con- 
firmed by a picture taken by tele- 
photo lens.’’ It will ultimately be 
revealed that multitudes of people 
of our day watch with unconcern 
the manifestation of the cross of 
Christ. The question is asked, ‘‘Is 
it nothing to you who pass by?”’ 
(Lam. 1:12), and the actions of the 
erowds of our day show that they 
are saying, ‘‘It is nothing to us.’’ 
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PILGRIM CHURCH MARKED 

To mark the temporary quarters 
of the world’s oldest Congregational 
Church, the Pilgrim Fathers’ Me- 
morial Church, a plaque showing 
the pilgrim ship ‘‘Mayflower’’ in 
bas relief has recently been erected 
in front of a house in Southwark, 
London. The church stood nearby 
until it was destroyed by bombs in 
1944, and its origin can be traced 
back to a group of Brownists who 
were sent to prison in 1592 for dis- 
regarding Queen Elizabeth’s laws 
on religious conformity. When they 
were later released they formed 
‘‘the gathered church of Independ- 
ents’’> and, on the ‘‘Mayflower’’ 
being fitted out in the Thames in 
the spring of 1620, several of them 
decided to emigrate. They were 
already on board by the time the 
other Pilgrims from Holland and 
Plymouth joined the ship. 


CHRISTIAN POLICEMEN 

There is an organization of Chris- 
tian policemen in Great Britain. At 
a recent convention held at Port- 
rush, a summer resort in the north 
of Ireland, they held open air gospel 
meetings at which there were some 
striking conversions. Among the 
features of the convention was the 
presence and testimony of those who 
had been saved at open air meetings 
held by police in previous years, 
showing that the fruit remains. 


SPIRITUAL CLEAVAGE 

A report from Geneva, Switzer- 
land, states that officials of the 
World Council of Churches there 
are exploring the possibility of in- 
viting Roman Catholic observers to 
the Council’s Second Assembly at 
Evanston next year. Although no 
official invitation has been extended 
to the Vatican to appoint such ob- 
servers, it is believed that one will 
be issued if the World Council re- 
ceives indications that the Roman 
church will react favorably to it. 
If this report is true, it shows that 
some of the leadership in the WCC 
is strangely unaware of the spiritual 
cleavage between Rome and Protes- 
tantism. 


MARTIN LUTHER FILM 

About four thousand special cou- 
pons allowing a 25% discount on 
purchase of tickets to the great film 
Martin Luther were distributed by 
Tenth Church, of which the Editor 
is one of the pastors. The film ran 
for six weeks in Philadelphia and 
had equally prolonged runs in many 
cities. It is beyond question the 





greatest religious motion picture 
ever made. I would rather take an 
unsaved man to see it than to many ! 
evangelistic services. He would un- 
doubtedly get the undiluted gospel - 
in a way that could not but make 
a vivid impression on him. This 
film is in 35 mm. and is not avail- 
able for showing in churches. Chris- 
tians everywhere should ask the 
regular movie people in their local- 
ity to book this film. It cannot but 
make a tremendous impression on 
any community. 


BLASPHEMY OF THE MASS 

The New York diocese of the 
Roman church recently issued a 
pamphlet calling on young men to 
consider the calling of the priest- 
hood. A direct quotation from the 
Pope is included which calls upon 
parents to urge their children to this 
calling. Parents ‘‘should make it 
clear in the family circle,’’ the Pope 
wrote, ‘‘that no greater privilege or 
honor could come to them than to 
have a son called to stand at the 
altar, another Christ, as it were, to 
offer the sacrifice of Golgotha to the 
Eternal Father.’’ Nothing could 
more clearly express the blasphemy 
of Rome’s doctrine of the mass. 

Your neighbor does not believe 
that sins are removed merely by the 
death of Christ 1900 years ago in 
Palestine, but that sins are removed, 
as the Roman catechism states, ‘‘by 
the non bloody sacrifice of the 
Mass.’’ The priest turns a piece of 
bread into another Jesus and then 
kills Him. This denies that Christ 
died ‘‘once for all,’’ and introduces 
another Jesus. God said, ‘‘If some 
one bring to you another Jesus, let 
him be accursed’’ (Gal. 1:9). 


RECONSTRUCTION IN AUSTRIA 

The Federal Government of Aus- 
tria has approved a special issue 
of five new postage stamps for the 
reconstruction of the Protestant 
School in the Karlsplatz in Vienna. 
The supplement on these five stamps 
will go toward the cost of rebuild- 
ing; and the pictures shown on them 
include a view of Austria’s Protes- 
tant school in Styria; a portrait of 
Johannes Kepler, the most cele- 
brated teacher in Protestant schools 
in Austria during the Reformation ; 
and the open Luther Bible of 1534. 


FRIENDSHIP HOMES 
The Commission on Social Prob- 
lems of the National Christian 
Council of Japan has announced 
the opening of ‘‘Friendship Homes”’ 
(Continued on page 38) 
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God has declared in His Word that His children are to be 


conformed to the image of His Son 


By ANDREW MACBEATH 


SUN-TANNED gypsy asks to see your hand. You 
A instantly refuse. In your hearing someone mentions 

a horoscope. The associations of that word are with 
the stars, and with being born under a particular star, 
so that its ascendancy is the key to your future. Im- 
patiently you brush off the train of thought as mere 
nonsense. But perhaps you act too: hastily. Not that I 
would say one word on behalf of the enormous gang 
of astrologers and fortune-tellers and tipsters in our 
scientific age. What I am concerned to show is that 
human beings still have an insatiable curiosity about 
their destiny. 

A father sends his boy to camp—just an ordinary boy, 
with more appetite for baseball than for food. Then 
Dad hears that some scout visited the camp and was 
so impressed with Jimmy in action that he went away 
resolved to talk of him to Casey Stengel or to Leo 
Durocher as a coming player. The same wild dreams 
pass through a mother’s heart if she perchance should 
meet her daughter’s music teacher. “You perhaps do 
not realize it, but there is a tone in your daughter’s 
voice that is unusual, and I predict that some day she 
will stir New York.” 

Say what you will, there is something about our per- 
sonality—if not our own, then that of our child—which 
has a sweep and outreach that intoxicates the mind. 
We feel an awe descend. upon us. Intimations of im- 
mortality certainly visit the most hardened of scientific 
experts who supposed that they had laid their so-called 
“fancies” in a grave. “But there is a spirit in man, and 
the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing.” If predestination is a word loaded with 
prejudice in the cultivated mind of our time, let us 
begin to speak of destiny. Cultured and plain folks 
alike will show that deep calleth unto deep, and high 
and holy interest is stirred, yes even though it be but 
fancy that begins to rove, at mention of our destiny. 

And finally even the cultured will admit that if the 
thought of destiny is valid, then predestination cannot 
be so unreasonable as our initial prejudices argued that 
it was. Meantime at least God seeks to catch the ear of 
our contemporaries, and they will listen if we talk to 
them about their destiny. , 
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Let us confine our attention to believers. For them 
we aim at unfolding the destiny that God has declared 
within His Word. That destiny is Christlikeness. “For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 

“Conformed to the image of God’s Son?” The thought 
becomes overweighted with glory. Indeed, our minds 
cease to think any more. We become bogged down in 
vagueness. We give it up. “Christlikeness” ends for us 
in a kind of glow, like a picture in some weird book 
on theosophy. Or else it begins to cloy, with the sac- 
charine qualities of gentleness and sacrifice. The 
thought has lost robustness, and it lacks appeal. 

Because the Lord Himself, like the strong, dazzling 
sun in Heaven, does not at first reward our direct gaze, 
I suggest that we study a lesser character in order to 
take home to our own hearts this destiny that God the 
Father has appointed for us, that we shculd be re-made 
after the pattern and in the image of the firstborn Son. 
And I suggest that we should look at Jonathan. Alex- 
ander Whyte gives us the clue, for he once declared 
that “Jonathan is the most Christlike character in the 
old dispensation. Jonathan is all but Jesus Christ Him- 
self come under the Old Covenant.” 

- a a 

The first quality that we note in Jonathan is manli- 
ness. But since we must express a character in a way 
that is both masculine and feminine, we may break 
down this manliness into something that combines 
courage and faith. Our first glimpse of Jonathan is of 
a daring youth venturing single-handed, except for his 
armor-bearer, into an enemy citadel. Fed as a boy on 
stories of his nation’s brave ones in the past, Jonathan 
had specially absorbed the lesson of Gideon’s life. 
“There is no restraint to the Lord,” he says, “to save by 
many or by few.” His courage is a direct product of 
his faith, for at his starting out he says, “Come up after 
me: for the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of 
Israel.” 

No character has backbone or cohesion if it lacks 
courage, and men of God have courage just in virtue of 
their faith. It may seem strange to analyze our Lord in 
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human terms like these. Yet, unfamiliar as it is, the 
train of thought is quite appropriate if it heightens our 
appreciation of the fact that courage is the central and 
inclusive virtue. 

A man might be possessed of other qualities but, 
having these and lacking courage, he would fail in 
manliness. And courage is a direct consequence of 
being in Christ’s company. “When they saw the bold- 
ness of Peter and John ... they took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus.” “It is enough for 
the disciple that he be as. his master, and the servant 
as his lord”—and that unfaltering determination of our 
Lord to do His Father’s will involved that quality which 
we call courage (even though our reverence almost 
forbids us to name the virtues of the Son of Man). 
Courage, yes, and faith—for in His human lot our 
Saviour leaned upon His Father and He walked by 
faith. 

It is intimacy of this sort with the Father that makes 
our demeanor fearless and our hearts believing, and it 
is to intimacy with God that the Jonathan who focuses 
for us our Saviour’s qualities invites us. Just as Jona- 
than challenged the Philistine citadel, sublime in con- 
fidence that God had already registered the fight as a 
victory, so we servants of our Master are expected to 
move forward to our task—even though it be in coun- 
tries under Islam’s sway—with the serene assurance 
that we serve a Lord whose right it is to rule. We need 
to face our unbelieving generation with the unfaltering 
conviction that the government shall be upon His 
shoulder. 

A further Christlike quality we see in Jonathan is 
admiration and affection. Here again the words sound 
less than they ought to be. But that may be exactly 
where we gain. David had laid Goliath low, and as he 
came back carrying the giant’s dripping head, an on- 
looker at the fight felt a strange surge of kinship and 
of love. “The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul 
of David, and he loved him as his own soul.” 

Affection—is it too weak a word to use when we see 
our Lord’s heart go out to a young nobleman of shining 
qualities? Admiration shone in our Lord’s eyes as he 
looked on him, and admiration was the soul-expanding 
current that ran strong through Jonathan as his eyes 
dwelt on David. Nor is Paul so sternly theological as 
some of us have become, for Paul wrote exhorting thus: 
“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honor preferring one another.” We are never 
diminished but we grow by our affection and by our 
admiration. 
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What we must now observe (and -it will take us to 
the very core of Christlikeness) is that the bond ‘of - 
deep affection that linked the son of Saul with David 
soon became a self-effacing love such as no man, aye, 
and no woman, ever showered on that much-loved hero. 

When we are reading the story of Jonathan we often 
notice that our thoughts are led to Calvary. Is it the 
prince’s bedroom that we visit as the two youths are 
talking? A fancy (yes, David, give way to it, even if it 
seems a fancy!) alights on the mind of Jonathan to the 
effect that he would like to see David attired in his 
own princely robes. But once David put them on, 
Jonathan could never consent to take them back again 
and count them his! Oh no, the heir’s apparel fitted 
no one now but David. So “Jonathan stripped himself 
of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, 
and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, 
and to his belt.” 

Or is it, once again, that scene in the wood, when 
David is dejected and feels that only trouble and ad- 
versity have been his portion since that ill-advised 
action of old Samuel in anointing him with the oil of 
kingship? Into the midst of this dejected mood steps 
Jonathan, and strengthens his hand in God. “And he 
said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father 
shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, 
and I shall be next unto thee.” 

(Continued on page 46) 








A theatre manager solved the problem of complaints about 
women who refused to remove their hats. At the beginning 
of every performance he exhibited a slide which read: 
“Elderly Ladies Need Not Go To The Trouble Of Removing 
Their Hats.” It worked like a charm. The Adamic nature is 
tied to the body, and that which is born of the flesh is flesh. 
The flesh wants to be considered young, beautiful, potent, 
even when the grave is near. | have even known of @ 
dying woman who did not wish to see a minister until cos- 
metics had been applied to her dying face. Happy the indi- 
vidual who begins to see with the eyes of the spirit and who 
is willing to accept God‘s truth that the outward man is 
perishing. Then he shall know the truth that the inward 
man is renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). 
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in the book of Genesis 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


IT DISPLEASED JOSEPH (48:17) January 1 
One of the saddest things in the life of believers is 


their displeasure when the will of God runs counter to 
their natural inclination. How God has to work on us 
to sandpaper us down to His design for our lives. In 
almost no field of life is the human will and its desires 
more evident than in the manner in which parents 
bring up their first child. It is often true that parents 
seek to give their children the things they have them- 
selves missed. Thus an athlete who has not quite made 
the team likes to see his boy become a champion; a 
woman who has not quite made the social grade of her 
ambitions pushes her daughter into inordinate worldli- 
ness; a man who has not been privileged to have a high 
education makes college degrees for his child a fetish. 
God is at work on us and on our children and we must 
learn hard lessons through our failures with them. 
Lord, give us uncommon sense with our children. 


1 KNOW, MY SON: 


i KNOW (48:19) January 2 


We can hear the aged and dying man gently rebuke ' 


his son, the ruler of Egypt. The yieldedness of Jacob to 
the will of God is a wonderful thing to behold. Gone 
are all his years of struggling. Gone are all his racing 
to some human refuge against the will of God. Now he 
is in the quiet of home port and his an hor has been 
cast into the will of God forever. He dares to trust in 
God and to know that the Lord’s plans are best. He 
dares to execute the divine will in spite of the wishes 
of his famous son. There is a relaxation in the reply 
of Jacob that is very heartening. One of the most im- 
portant of faith’s lessons is to know quiet relaxation 
in the midst of storm and stress. “The work of right- 
eousness shall be peace: and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance forever” (Isa. 32:17). “In 
returning and rest shall ye be saved [not salvation from 
sin, but salvation from fretfulness and worry]; in 
quietness and confidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 
30:15). 

Lord, bring us into port. 


HE SET EPHRAIM BEFORE 

MANASSEH (48:20) January 3 
Beyond question the doctrine of the sovereignty of 

God is the most important in the Bible, and, since it is 
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so mysterious, one of the most difficult to learn. It is 
mysterious because it is the pure wisdom of the infinite 
God. To understand it the new birth is required, for we 
cannot think infinite thoughts with finite minds. The 
older I grow in the Christian faith the more I under- 
stand that God has calculated all of the experiences of 
life in order to wean us from our own strength and our 
own mind and to bring us into His strength and His 
wisdom. To believe in the absolute sovereignty of God 
demands the utter rejection of human wisdom and the 
acceptance in simple faith of all that the Father plans. 
There is no fatalism in this, for fatalism looks to blind 
chance as the cause of all while we see the heart and 
the mind of the loving and wise Father. 

Lord, take us out of ourselves and into Thee. 


I DIE, BUT GOD SHALL 
BE WITH YOU (48:21) January 4 
Our blessings are never dependent upon any man, 
living or dead. We trust in the living God who has 
brought us through His Saviour-Son into fullness of 
blessing with Himself. Most Christians are tied to a 
job in the secular world and have comparatively few 
hours to give to their soul’s development and growth. 
They come, too often, to a place of dependence upon a 
minister or some spiritual person more advanced than 
themselves. In the case of Isaiah, death had to come to 
King Uzziah before the prophet could get his eyes on 
the Lord of Hosts (Isa. 6:1). When the earthly throne 
was seen to be vacant, the Heavenly throne was seen 
to be occupied. Jacob dies, but Jacob’s God lives on. 
Happy the believer who sees no human instrumentality 
but has his gaze filled with God. 
Lord, fill our whole vision. 


| TOOK MY SWORD . 
AND MY BOW (48:22) January 5 
God wants us to see that the old Adamic nature is 


with us to the very last breath. While Jacob is living 
his highest moment in this deathbed scene, he is, never- 
theless, still Jacob as well as Israel. He had nothing 
whatsoever that had not been given to him by the 
sovereign grace of God, but he now takes a little credit 
for something that he had accomplished. The sword is 
blunted without the power of God and the bow is 
powerless to bring its arrow to the mark unless the 
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Lord gives the strength. There is a horrible tendency 
within the highest and holiest of men to take a little of 
the glory for self. God alone can see the heart and knows 
when the glory is being given to Him alone. Maybe we 
are wronging Jacob, and maybe in his heart there was 
no more than a figure of speech, as when Paul called 
Timothy “My son” (1 Tim. 1:2), but when dealing with 
our old nature we will do best to err on the side of 
severity. 

Lord, may all glory go to Thee. 


GATHER YOURSELVES 
TOGETHER (49:1) January 6 
We should always feel a great concern for the spirit- 
ual welfare of our children. This is of incomparably 
greater importance than their temporal welfare. How 
absurd for a man to slave to pass on a fortune to a son 
who shall waste it in riotous living because the father 
did not have a proper balance of the importance of spir- 
itual truth and financial need. The spiritual welfare of 
our children greatly depends on us. A child is to be 
trained in the way he should go so that when he is 
old he will not depart from it (Prov. 22:6). We will 
certainly have to give an account to God for the souls 
of the young who are in our control. If ministers must 
account to God for every member of their congregations 
(Heb. 13:17), how much more will the Lord require of 
our hands the children He has given to us? The giving 
of temporal advantages to our children will only aggra- 
vate our judgment if we have failed in the more im- 
portant matters of the soul. 
Lord, make us faithful for our children. 


THAT WHICH SHALL 
BEFALL YOU (49:1) . January 7 
Critics of the Bible have sharpened their most poison- 
ous arrows against this chapter. Driver flatly states 
that this scene was probably written by a poet from 
the tribe of Judah about the time of the judges or later. 
Only a mind that is firmly twisted to the prejudice that 
there can be no prophetic utterances can come to such 
a conclusion. If this chapter does not come from Jacob, 
then it is nothing more than a lying forgery and can 
have no value for us whatsoever, either as history or as 
spiritual truth. Lange well says, “There is but one part 
of the Scripture to which this blessing can be assigned 
without making it a sheer forgery, and that, too, a most 
absurd and inconsistent one. It is the very place in 
which it appears. Here it fits perfectly. It is in harmony 
with all its surroundings; while its subjective truthful- 
ness—to say nothing of its inspiration and truly pro- 
phetic character—gives it the strongest claim to our 
belief.” 
Lord, we thank Thee that we can trust Thy word. 


HEAR, YE SONS OF 
JACOB (49:2) January 8 
When a person is dying every word takes on a special 
importance. It is the duty of believers (even though 
they are waiting for the coming of Christ) to anticipate 
the possibility of death, and to prepare a witness to 
those that remain behind. Perhaps it would even be 
well to write it out thoughtfully, and leave instructions 
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that it be read at your funeral. While it is good, in 
general, not to talk about our own experiences we may 
do so at the time of our death with especial effective- , 
ness. We should declare to others what we have known 
of God’s guidance and God’s grace. Especially should 
heirs know that property is passed on because of the 
blessing and grace of God. In addition to the testimony 
to the goodness of God there should be solemn warn- 
ings against any departure from God. This is God’s 
order. 

Lord, give us courage to speak, even after death. 


HEARKEN UNTO ISRAEL 
YOUR FATHER (49:2) January 9 
There is something sad in the fact that the dear old 


man had to realize that his sons were the children of 
his old Adamic nature—“Hear, ye sons of Jacob”—but 
that the advice was to come from his new life in God— 
“Hearken unto Israel, your father.” How important for 
us to realize that anything that is in us or from us that 
is imperfect rises out of our old natures and that any- 
thing that is in us or from us that is truly good comes 
to us from the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, 
because we have been made partakers of the divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4). And yet, is there anything of sad- 
ness in such a realization? Is it not rather the firm and 
solid assurance of truth and the quiet assumption of our 
repudiation of all that is of self? Our feeling will be 
one of triumph that we have defeated the enemy who 
wishes us to see with crooked vision and come into the 
grace of victory that sees straight in the light of God. 

Lord, straighten our line of sight. 


MY MIGHT, AND THE BEGINNING OF 
MY STRENGTH (49:3) January 10 
The failure of the firstborn in the Bible is one of the 
most inscrutable truths on the sacred pages. Perhaps 
there is to be found in the heart of man a latent pride 
that it is impossible to hide when he finds himself in 
an act of creation that brings forth a child in his own 
image. He feels a creativeness and does not recognize 
that the source is in God, but claims a little of deity 
for himself. He does not remember that, although God 
created man in His own image (Gen. 1:27), Adam be- 
gat a son in his own [fallen] likeness, after his own 
[corrupt] image (Gen. 5:3). That which we set up as 
an idol God must cast down. Thus, in a dozen instances 
in the Word we find that God prefers Jacob to Esau, 
Ephraim to Manasseh, Judah to Reuben, Isaac to Ish- 
mael, and so on. 
Lord, may it be of Thy might and Thy strength. 


THOU SHALT NOT EXCEL (49:4) January 11 

Many writers have named this chapter “the blessing 
of Jacob,” but there is as much of scathing rebuke and 
prophecy of ill as there is of commendation and blessing. 
There seems to be terrible truth hidden in this chapter. 
The predictions seem to be based on the results of spir- 
itual genetics. We know from Mendel’s law that one 
red-haired parent will have a mathematically predict- 
able proportion of red-haired children, and that two 
red-haired parents will have red-haired children in an- 

(Continued on page 43) 
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India Wants Missionaries, 


Nehru Aide Affirms 


One of the brightest notes relating to 
the future of missionary activity in India 
was disclosed in a speech delivered in 
November at Lucknow, India, by Raj- 
kumari (Princess) Amrit Kaur, minister 
of health and the only Christian member 
of the Indian Cabinet. 

The sensational declaration by a mem- 
ber of Nehru’s Cabinet bore additional 
weight since the Indian Premier had 
himself given similar assurances to 
Methodist Bishop J. Wascom Pickett of 
Delhi a few days earlier. Pickett had 
expressed to the Premier the misgivings 
foreign workers on India have felt for 
months. 

The statement by the Rajkumari was 
given in an address to a plenary session 
of the International Leprosy Conference 
in which the woman Cabinet member 
paid high tribute to the work foreign 
missionaries have done and are doing in 
India. The conference was jointly or- 
ganized by the Mission for Sufferers 
from Leprosy and the American Leprosy 
Mission. 

“The only thing the Government of 
India desires,” the Cabinet minister said, 
“is that foreign missionaries keep them- 
selves entirely aloof from political propa- 
ganda and carry out only social welfare 
and religious work. 

“I have no doubt that foreign mis- 
sionaries will understand and appreciate 
the legitimacy of this demand and that 
they will continue to render service, in 
the educational as well as medical 
sphere, with that single-minded devotion 
which is characteristic of their work and 
which sets a high standard of service by 
workers whose one aim is to evidence 
the light of Jesus Christ in their lives by 
their actions rather than by their words.” 

“TI am also sure,” she added, “that they 
will always be welcome here not only in 
their personal capacities and for the 
service they render and the example 
they set but also as harbingers of inter- 
national goodwill. I am sure, too, that 
they will work with us to relieve dis- 
tress, to banish ignorance and to build 
up the India of our dreams.” 

The misgivings of missionaries were 
occasioned by statements in Parliament 
last April when Home Affairs Minister 
Kailas Nath Katji said the Government’s 
position was that evangelism should be 
limited to Indian citizens and that for- 
eign missionaries should confine them- 
selves to medical, educational and social 
work. 
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RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR 
Sounded a note of welcome 


India’s Christian Council Meets 

The future of the National Christian 
Council of India and problems facing 
foreign missionaries were discussed at 
the organization’s triennial meeting held 
at Guntur, 300 miles north of Madras. 

For the first time in the Council’s 25- 
year history, however, the major empha- 
sis was on the church, rather than on 
missions, with “The Church in the 
Changing World” the conference theme. 

In addition to representatives of vari- 
ous Protestant bodies functioning in 
India, the meeting was attended by 
fraternal delegates of the National Chris- 
tian Councils of Ceylon and Pakistan 
which are in process of formation. 

A local church leader, Dr. A. N. Gopal, 
told the meeting that “the only way to 
counteract Communism is to strengthen 
the hands” of local churches in India. 

He said many illiterate Christian vil- 
lagers throughout India who voted Com- 
munist during the last election were 
“lured by the Communists’ false prom- 
ises but have now realized their mis- 
take.” 


Priority on India 

A proposal that work in India and 
Pakistan be given priority for the next 
four years was approved by the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A, at its annual 
meeting in New York City. 


The board adopted a budget of 
$6,208,098 for 1954, an increase of 
$140,000 over the 1953 figure and the 
second highest budget in the board’s 
history. The budget will go toward sup- 
port of 1,060 missionaries and fraternal 
workers in 34 countries. 

Approval of the priority proposal was 
voted after Dr. J. LeRoy Dodds, secre- 
tary for India and Pakistan, stressed the 
urgency of increased Christian activity 
in the sub-continent during the years 
preceding India’s next general election, 
in 1957. 

“Changes in India are coming at a 
dizzy pace,” Dr. Dodds said, “and what 
is now a silent revolution could become 
a violent revolution if the Communists 
win control (in the 1957 election).” 

His plea was supported by Dr. Charles 
T. Leber, the board’s general secretary 
who recently returned from a five-month 
tour of missions in Asia and Europe. 
Dr. Leber pointed out that two relatively 
small minorities, the Christians and the 
Communists, are “struggling for the 
destiny of India and it may well be one 
of these minorities which holds the 
balance.” 

Much of the priority will be aimed at 
developing a strong Christian work pro- 
gram among India’s hundreds of thou- 
sands of university students who are the 
country’s future leaders and who, Dr. 
Dodds pointed out, are “especially sus- 
ceptible to the idealistic appeal made by 
Communist agitators.” 

Other aspects to be stressed in the 
India and Pakistan mission work will 
be rural church service, lay leadership, 
accelerated production of Christian liter- 
ature and Christian social action. 


Piltdown Man’s Jaw a Hoax 

Someone used the jawbone of an ape 
to make monkeys out of scientists, 
British Museum officials have revealed 
in London. 

Researchers said that most of the skull 
of the Piltdown Man, long studied in 
world textbooks as a prehistoric speci- 
men is the “deliberately faked” jawbone 
of a chimpanzee or orangoutang. 

“The hoax appears to have been so 
entirely unscrupulous and inexplicable 
as to find no parallel in the history of 
paleontological research,” the researchers 
said. 

The museum’s spokesmen said the 
unknown pranksters planted the lower 
jawbone and canine tooth of a modern 
ape in the gravel pit at Piltdown, Eng- 
land, where parts of a thick, apparently 
human skull were found in 1912. 

Scholars later searching for more of 
the skull found the ape’s jawbone and 
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Usloeriits Museum, Univ. of Pa. 
PILTDOWN HEAD & RAINEY 
Textbooks would be re-written 


assumed it to be that of the Piltdown 
Man. 

Although some anthropologists previ- 
ously had suspected the Piltdown Man’s 
jawbone and tooth were those of an ape, 
they considered them bona fide fossils at 
least 50,000 years old. 

The museum’s bulletin said scientists 
tested the jaw and tooth with fluorine 


and found they did not belong to the - 


same geological period as the rest of the 
skull. 

A second test of the nitrogen content 
of the bones confirmed the fluorine ex- 
periment. Since the jaw and tooth could 
not have belonged to any more recent 
type of man, the experts deducted they 
were bones of an ape. 

The findings were presented in an 
article by Dr. K. P. Oakley, Professor 
W. E. Le Gros Clark and Dr. J. S. Weiner 
based on research by Oxford University’s 
departments of geology and anatomy. 

“I expect some changes will have to 
be made in the textbooks now,” a 
museum spokesman said. “It is a major 
discovery.” 

Dr. Froelich G. Rainey, director of 
Philadelphia’s University Museum, ad- 
mitted that he did not become dubious 
until several years ago. He and Dr. 
Wilton M. Krogman, both of whom are 
professors of anthropology in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, revealed that 
the skull of the Piltdown Man had been 
reconstructed by Sir Arthur Keith, con- 
servator of the Hunterian Museum of 
the Royal College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don, “acknowledged at the time as the 
world’s ranking anthropologist.” 

Krogman stated that he did not believe 
the smashing of the Piltdown myth 
“would shake the whole structure of 
the theories of evolution.” 

Ernest A. Hooton, famed Harvard an- 
thropologist declared that the exposure 
of the hoax “doesn’t disturb our ideas of 
human evolution at all. If the head is a 
fake, it loses all significance and removes 
a very puzzling link” (in the evolution- 
ary chain). 
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Truth in U. S. Imperiled 

A “subtle but potent assault upon basic 
human rights is now in progress” in 
America, the governing body of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
believes. 

And, the church asserts, “loyalty and 
truth” is being sacrificed for propaganda 
purposes. - 

In what was described as an extraor- 
dinary action, the denomination’s Gen- 
eral Council in November sent to its 
8,000 pastors and 2,500,000 members a 
letter on contemporary affairs, declaring: 

“Dangerous developments are taking 
place in our national life . . . The shrine 
of conscience and private judgment, 
which God alone has a right to enter, is 
being invaded.” 

The letter charged that a “cynical 
attitude” in official circles was discour- 
aging attempts to settle world tensions 
by negotiation, and that congressional 
inquiries have tended to “become in- 
quisitions.” 

“These inquisitions, which find their 
historic pattern in medieval Spain and 
in the tribunals of modern totalitarian 
states, begin to constitute a threat to 
freedom of thought in this country,” the 
letter said. 

It was released at a news conference 
by Dr. John A. Mackay, church moder- 
ator and president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, and Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, of Philadelphia, stated clerk of 
the church. 

While describing the “menace of Com- 
munism” as a serious one, the letter said 
the threat was being used to incite un- 
healthy fears and suspicions, to suppress 
dissent and to smear good citizens. 

Still “more serious,” the letter said, is 
that many people, in and out of govern- 


ment, try to deal with communism m a 
“purely negative way”’—merely as a 
“police problem”— with no “constructive 
program of action.” 

Declaring that the church is duty 
bound to “draw attention te violations’ 
of those spiritual bases of human rela- 
tionship which have been established by 
God,” the letter said the truth itself is 
under attack. 

The letter added: 

“The demagogue who lives by propa- 
ganda is coming into his own on a na- 
tional scale. According to the new 
philosophy, if what is true gives ‘aid and 
comfort’ to our enemy, it must be sup- 
pressed. Truth is thus a captive in the 
land of the free.” 

The “terrifying moral consequences” 
of this, the letter said, are illustrated in 
methods which permit citizens to be 
“publicly condemned upon the uncor- 
roborated word of former Communists.” 

Concerning Russian-American rela- 
tions, the letter said: 

“Let us beware of the cynical attitude 
which prevails in certain official circles 
to regard as forlorn hope any negotiated 
solution of the major issues which divide 

ind . . . we should take the risk, 
and even the initiative, of seeking face- 
to-face encounter with our enemies.” 


Hit Presbyterian Statement 

At least two widely known figures 
have taken issue with the statement on 
Communism and related issues made by 
the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. A. 

Herbert A. Philbrick, undercover agent 
for the F.B.I. in the Communist Party 
from 1940 to 1949 and now a newspaper 
columnist, criticized the statement, al- 
though he did not mention the document 
by name. 


WHITE HOUSE GETS BIBLES IN 78 TONGUES 





President and Mrs. Eisenhower look through Bible presented to them by the American Bible 
Society. The gift of the Scriptures in 78 languages will provide every White House guest a 
Bible in his own tongue. 
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“Tt is not the business of Christians: to 
have anything to do with red fasvist 
dictators,” he said. “Our business must 
be with their victims. 

“As Christian leaders,” he said to a 
luncheon group that included a number 
of clergymen, “you have the job of keep= 
ing the facts straight, of keeping your 
own thinking clear . . .°Christianity is 
our hope, our only hope of averting a 
world-wide catastrophic war." : ©" 

The luncheon meeting was sponsored 
by Trinity Films to present a preview 
of “The Burning Answer,” described as 
the first Christian film in 3-D. The Rev. 
Paul E. Freed, president of International 
Evarigelism, Inc., which sponsored the 
film, was introduced by Lewis Lewellyn, 
president of Trinity Films, which is 
handling the national distribution of the 
film. 


BILLY :-GRAHAM PRAYS FOR JOE LOUIS’ MOTHER 
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Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of Chris- 
tian Herald, declared that the statement 
that preoccupation with the menace of 
Communism may leave the U. S. open 
to the evil of Fascism “renders a dis- 
service to the Christian church.” Dr. 
Poling. is chairman of the All-American 
Conference to Combat Communism. 





Prayers for the recovery of Mrs. Lillie Barrow Brooks, mother of Joe Louis, former heavy- 
weight champion of the world, were offered at her bedside in Women’s Hospital, Detroit, by 


Hallesby Admits Tax Fraud 


Prof. Ole Christian Hallesby, noted Lovis and Billy Grah The gelist took time from his heavy schedule to visit Mrs. 








Norwegian lay leader, resigned as chair- 
man of the Lutheran Inner Mission 
Society in Norway after admitting pub- 
licly that he had given incorrect in- 
formation about his income tax declara- 
tions for the last ten years. 

As chairman of the Inner Mission 
Society, Hallesby headed the largest 
lay organization within the Norwegian 
Church. He also headed the provisional 
council of the State Lutheran Church 
during the German occupation and with 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav, then Primate 
of the Church, took an uncompromising 
stand against the Quislings. Like Bishop 
Berggrav he was imprisoned by the 
Nazis for defying their rule. 

In his public admission that his income 
tax returns were incorrect, Hallesby 
said, “I can only regret most deeply what 
I have done.” 

Now 74, Hallesby has for the last 50 
years been known not only as a great 
preacher and writer of theological and 
devotional books, but as a leader in the 
fight against “liberal tendencies” in 
church life and “secular tendencies” in 
personal and public ethics. 

In connection with this fight he and 
his supporters founded the Congrega- 
tional Faculty in opposition to the theo- 
logical training at the University of Oslo. 

Hallesby’s faculty soon drew the major 
portion of the theological students in 
Norway, and as a professor of that faculty 
for 40 years, he exercised a great in- 
fluence on most of the pastors now serv- 
ing the Church of Norway. Hallesby 
also founded the Inter-Varsity Fellow- 
ship of Students in Norway. 

Some six months ago, Prof. Hallesby 
made headlines in the Norwegian press 
because of a radio broadcast in which 
he stressed the condemnation to Hell of 
all unbelievers. 

Bishop Kristian Schjelderup of Hamar 
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Brooks who had suffered a heart attack. 


protested against the broadcast. He de- 
clared that Christianity was a religion 


of love and that Hallesby’s teachings . 


were incompatible with this concept. 
The latter retorted that the bishop was 
unfaithful to his ordination pledges. 
Meanwhile, the “Hell-discussion” has 
stirred and engaged the public of Nor- 
way, both inside and outside the Church. 
In one of the latest developments, Bishop 
Schjelderup asked the Minister of 
Church Affairs in the government to 
clarify his position on the matter. 


They’re Not Kind to the Lungs 

The major cigaret companies have 
been challenged to conduct research 
projects to prove or disprove recent 
medical suggestions that cigaret smok- 
ing leads to lung cancer. - 

The challenge was made as 11,000 
surgeons gathered for the annual clini- 
cal congress of the American College 
of Surgeons in Chicago. 

Four representatives of the College of 
Surgeons, participating in a round table 
discussion conducted by Northwestern 
University declared that many medical 
men suspected there was some relation- 
ship between lung cancer and smoking 
of cigarets, but no relation between 
cancer and cigar or pipe smoking. 

Many specialists believe that cancer of 
the lung is the principal cancer problem. 


Preacher’s Poll Aimed at Kinsey 

Dr. E. J. Daniels of Orlando, Fla., a 
Southern Baptist evangelist is prepar- 
ing to battle Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey, noted 
sexologist, on his own ground. The 
preacher is conducting a poll of 2,000 
women and is compiling the results in 
a volume which he believes will show 


up the fallacy of Kinsey’s research and 
deductions. 

Daniels believes that the implications 
of the Kinsey report are strong enough 
to send the country into a moral decline 
similar to that of the ancient Roman 
Empire. 

American women, especially Christian 
women, have been badly maligned by 
Kinsey, Daniels feels. But most of all 
the Southern evangelist boils over at 
the Kinsey suggestion that biblical 
standards for moral conduct are not for 
this age. 


Judge Challenges Evangelical 

A widely known evangelical leader, 
Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, pastor of Cazenovia 
Park Baptist Church in Buffalo and di- 
rector of the Winona Lake (Ind.) Bible 
Conference, was challenged by a New 
York Supreme Court justice to prove 
Communist charges against three na- 
tionally known liberal Protestant leaders. 

Muntz had accused Methodist Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam and “other modern- 
ists” of aiding the cause of Communism. 
They were doing this, he stated, by 
“twisting Christ to propagate their per- 
verted revolutionary new order” and by 
supporting, in some cases, Communist- 
front organizations. 

The three Protestant leaders named by 
Muntz are Oxnam, Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
and Dr. Claude C. Williams. Supreme 
Court Justice George T. Vandermeulin 
demanded that Muntz prove his charges 
within 30 days. 

Dr. Muntz read at some length from 
testimony at the Oxnam Congressional 
hearing July 21 to prove that the Wash- 
ington bishop had been affiliated with 
Communist-front groups. 

(Continued on page 53) 
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Roman Catholics and East Africa 


“Would you care for a magazine, 
sir?” asked the hostess of the air- 
craft in which I was flying from 
London to Nairobi. She handed me 
a copy of Life and I read an article 
on the present missionary status of 
East Africa and Belgian Congo, and 
it would seem from that account that 
far and away the biggest missionary 
burden was being shouldered by the 
Roman Catholic Church. I read the 
article again and was so stirred that 
I determined that I would test its 
accuracy, as far as Tanganyika was 
concerned, since I planned to move 
from East to West across this great 
territory of eight million people. 

In Dar-es-Salaam, the capital of 
Tanganyika, I walked one evening 
along the waterfront with a govern- 
ment official and a mission educa- 
tion secretary. I put my queries to 
them regarding the Roman Catholic 
situation in the territory. 

The government official said, “Ac- 
tually, territorially, the Roman 
Catholic to Protestant ratio is re- 
garded as 50-50 from the official 
angle but really they are less, al- 
though they make much more noise 
in our Council and in correspond- 
ence.” 

“Yes,” said the educationalist, 
“and you will notice that here, as 
elsewhere, they run to institutions. 
We aim to build up an indigenous 
church but they work more on the 
foreign basis. For instance, it takes 
a score of Fathers and Sisters to do 
what one Protestant married couple 
do.” 

“Come,” I said, “that’s drawing the 
long bow.” 

“No,” said the government officer, 
and cited three cases within fifty 
miles of where we stood. 

The missionary educationalist 
broke in. “Now take this as a case 
in point. In the Central Province 
we have eleven African pastors. The 
Roman Catholics have only one 
African priest but they spend a 
tremendous amount of time and 
energy in training African teachers. 
They use education as the spear- 
head of their advance. With these 
trained teachers they are always 
ready to leap ahead if any govern- 
ment project suits their end. There 
has recently been formulated a ten- 
year plan for education in the Ter- 
ritory and immediately it was ob- 
vious that the Roman Catholic 
powers-that-be were going to make 
capital out of it. They found in this 
scheme that they had a lever to 
force entry to areas where openings 


would exist for village schools. The 


by a ProresTantT OBSERVER 


Protestant missionary societies had 
not the trained African teachers 
available so the Roman Catholics 
put in a school, although they were 
not wanted by the local people. who 
expressed their opposition by not 
sending the children, even though 
no fees were charged and uniforms 
were provided free to the pupils by 
the Roman Catholic authorities.” 

“What,” I asked, “and in your 
mission, which I believe is the larg- 
est Church of England missionary 
society in the world, do you charge 
them to go to school?” 

“Indeed, we do,” came the reply. 
“It’s only a small amount but if you 
give an African something he re- 
gards it as worth what he pays for 
it. We charge fees, all right, the 
pupils buy their own uniforms, and 
yet our attendances are much better 
than theirs.” 

He went on. “They’re abusing this 
ten-year plan, and they are making 
strife and discord in endeavoring to 
force entry where they are just plain 
not wanted. You will see that to- 
morrow when we get into the East- 
ern Province.” 

Now, in the Eastern Province are 
rolling plains at the foot of great 
mountains, with prosperous sisal 
plantations with quite a lot of cotton 
and kapok and here and there a 
coffee plantation. We stopped at a 
picturesque village and went to 
greet the chief, a tall man in long 
flowing white garments, and the 
white lace cap of a Mohammedan. 
We drank tea with him. After a 
while he started to open up. 

“Bwana” he said, “in my chiefdom 
I want Protestant schools but the 
Roman Catholics have come and 
they. have shown contempt for me 
and for others. They have set up 
churches in my area and they have 
also put in bush schools against 
what we have requested the gov- 
ernment.” 

He raised his hands expressively. 
“And nothing is done. I have com- 
plained to the government but 
nothing happened.” 

I checked on this point later and 
found that by passing correspond- 
ence from one department to another 
so much time was consumed that by 
the time a reply had come back the 
Roman Catholics had produced a 
fait accompli and nobody seemed to 
have the energy to order the re- 
moval of a church or school, even 
though it was against the law. 

That chief said to us as we left— 

“Protestants come and consult 
with us, co-operate with us, pro- 


viding churches and schools where 
we want them. The Roman Catho- 
lics only bring strife. They do not 
come to bring us education but the 
schools are a cover for entry to our 
area. They do not put them where 
we would want them but in places 
that suit themselves.” 

We moved a hundred miles fur- 
ther inland where Protestant mis- 
sions had two hundred and ninety 
bush schools. Every few miles 
through that densely populated cen- 
tral plain I came across a small 
church. It was here that the Roman 
Catholics were putting down schools 
and, with the schools, churches, in 
an area where they had never been 
before, exploiting a sudden desire 
for education and utilizing subtle 
enticements to popularize their 
schools. 

The next Sunday morning I 
visited one of these centers. It ap- 
parently was a local festival. Church 
was over when we got there and 
the bearded Roman Catholic padre 
was the center of a spirited scene. 
Free beer was being supplied to his 
parishioners and others who cared 
to come along. It was the locally 
brewed pombe, made from native 
millet. 

As I drove away from this scene 
feeling heartily sickened, an African 
with me said— 

“Bwana, it is common for the 
padres to drink with the people and 
also to get drunk on special occa- 
sions.” 

This was not a unique experience, 
Three hundred miles further inland, 
in the area of the great lakes, I saw 
day after day bearded padres mov- 
ing along the roads on their motor 
bikes visiting their schools. 

At Ujiji, famous as the meeting 
place of Livingstone and Stanley, I 
saw a great Roman Catholic cathe- 
dral. On another hill was a small 
Protestant church. I talked to the 
Swedish missionary in this area 
about the whole situation. He said— 

“Big buildings, yes, but small in- 
fluence. Mohammedanism is gain- 
ing. The Roman Catholic Church 
does nothing to stem it.” 

I came back to the heart of the 
Mau Mau country. I spoke to an 
African, a leader in the revivalist 
movement. 

“Bwana,” he said, “the Romans 
haven’t a message which stands up 
to the stress of persecution. These 
days there is only one message for 
Africa and that is to ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world.’” 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 


CHAPTER 3 


TWO WILLS 


A basis for the answer to the problem of continuing 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


HERE has been much theological argument and 

philosophical speculation concerning the origin of 

sin. Even a child knows that all is not right with 
this world. The adult can see that there are wars, 
catastrophes, death. The child can feel pain, sorrow and 
tears. When either, the adult or the child, is told that 
there is an absolutely perfect God, who has never made 
a mistake, in whom there could be no shade of unright- 
eousness, there arises a question which will not be 
downed. 


Why Does God Permit Sin? 

Some time ago in the midst of the war, the writer 
preached a sermon in which the omnipotence of God 
was brought forth. The Lord Jesus Christ was quoted, 
saying, “With God all things are possible” (Mt. 19:26). 
At the close of the meeting a high school- boy came up 
with a question. With some little embarrassment, he 
asked: “Please tell me this. If God can do absolutely 
anything, why doesn’t He smack Hitler down?” That 
same question in a thousand forms has possessed the 
minds of men throughout the centuries. Why does God 
permit sin? Why did God create the devil? Why does 
God allow wars and calamities? We dare to say that 
we have the certain answer, and that it is not a very 
difficult one. 

Let us look at the same question as put by a world 
figure. Some time ago the problem was stated by one 
of the greatest literary personages of this generation, 
Thomas Mann, the noted German exile. In an essay 
written in German and published in the Quarterly Re- 
view of the University of Virginia, Mann recounts that 
the great earthquake, which destroyed Lisbon in the 
eighteenth century, took several hundred thousand 
lives, most of them professing Christians whose death 
had come to them in church buildings to which they 
had fied for sanctuary. Throughout Europe the 
catastrophe was used as an argument against the good- 
ness of God in such a way that multitudes of people 
left the shadow of the church to become free-thinkers. 
He then concludes that the late war, with all its after- 
math, was an infinitely greater catastrophe and will 
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evil and the present force of sin in the world. 


have a similar effect but on a much wider scale; and he 
sees the end of religion in the masses, even as the 
Lisbon catastrophe ended religion among the thinkers. 
Whether or not Mann’s conclusion is historically ac- 
curate is beside the point. Here are two people, a high 
school boy and a world-famed writer wondering about 
the supposed difficulty arising from the concept of 2 
perfect God of love and the state of sorrow in which 
the world is plunged. 


Divided Allegiance 


And yet we say that we have the answer to this prob- 
lem, and that it is simple and satisfying. The answer 
is that there is now more than one will in the universe. 
When there was only one will in the universe, back in 
eternity past, there was peace and joy. When there 
shall be but one will again, all of the problems of the 
world will be settled. The difficulty in which the world 
finds itself today is not the problem of capital and labor, 
or the problem of production and distribution, or the 
problem of racial differences, or any of the other prob- 
lems which bother the sociologists, the planners and the 
philosophers. Man’s greatest problem today, whether 
he recognizes it or not, is how to push aside every other 
allegiance but the eternal one. 

In Luke’s account of the temptation, there is an inter- 
esting sequence of words which reveals clearly the 
nature of Satan’s bid for our wills. The rebel prince, 
taking our Lord “up into a high mountain, shewed unto 
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give 
thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto 
me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou there- 
fore wilt worship me, all shall be thine” (Lk. 4:5-7). 
A careful reading of these verses in which Satan is 
speaking will show that, in the three words we have 
italicized, they say, flatly: “Mine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory.” This is, of course, a flagrant 
challenge by Satan of the right of Christ to enter into 
the principality which Satan, from the day that he was 
first created, had held in fief, and over which he now 
claimed suzerainty by right of possession. Whatever 
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else he had lost in his fall, his kingdom had never been 


taken from him. He claims it. He is like a squatter with 
a shack on the corner of a great estate who says to the 
Lord of the manor: “What are you doing in my yard?” 


God’s Kingdom, Power and Glory: 


Christ replied to Satan with a verse from Scripture 
which brought things back to their proper perspective: 
“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (v. 8). 
In this verse, Christ rebukes Satan, announces the 
superiority and worth of God, and spurns utterly the 
proffered compromise. But perhaps even more signifi- 
cant is the action of the Lord, for immediately after the 
temptation He gathers His disciples on the mount and 
in the famous sermon teaches them what should be 
known as the disciples’ prayer (Mt. 6:9-13). In it they 
are told to approach God as Father, to recognize His 
holiness, to desire His kingdom and the doing of His 
will. They are to pray for their daily bread and for 
forgiveness of their sins. They are to ask to be kept 
from testing and to be delivered from the evil one. And 
then, echoing the same order of words that Satan had 
used in pressing his preposterous claim, the disciples are 
taught to ascribe the kingdom, the power and the glory 
to God alone. How many millions of millions of Chris- 
tians have prayed this prayer from the heart, thereby 
saying: “As for me and my house we will serve the 
Lord!” (It is interesting to note in passing that the 
Roman church uses the shorter form of the prayer, as 
found in Luke, and does not say, “For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and the glory.”’) 

The world cannot solve any of its own problems be- 
cause it is subject to the one who is the god of this age 
(2 Cor. 4:4), who blinds the minds of them that believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shine unto them. The great 
problems that leave the world in misery can, therefore, 
be solved by God alone. This is the lesson that God 
must teach by man’s repeated failures throughout all 
the ages of his history. Time must continue until it has 
been thoroughly demonstrated that there is no health 
or hope apart from God. Though it will mean the final 
chaos of all that man holds dear in his civilization, the 
total bankruptcy of ability of both Satan and men to do 
anything for man must be thoroughly and conclusively 
demonstrated. 


The Purpose of History 


When we understand that God is continuing in 
patience with man until this lesson is fully set forth 
before the universe, we can understand the real pur- 
pose of history. Every thought and device conceivable 
to the mind of Satan and man must be exvlored and 
found wanting. Here is the essence of a relativity which 
is more important than that set forth by Eirfstein. One 
of the most visible differences between eternity and 
time is the difference between one will and more than 
one will. There are some beings who can begin to live 
life with the quality of eternity even in the midst of 
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time. These are those who are born again, and who 
thus on earth begin to live eternal life. The Christian 
should reject decisively the thought that eternal life ’ 
is to begin when this physical life is over. We read on 
a tombstone that a man “entered into eternal life” on 
the day of his death; but the Bible teaches that for a 
Christian eternal life begins, not on the day a man 
enters Heaven, but on the day eternal life enters into 
the man through the new birth. Eternal life for the one 
who becomes a child of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ begins at the moment of the new birth. The true 
believer learns to say, even now: “Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done—in me—as it is in Heaven.” 

This is, indeeed, the goal of the Christian life while 
on earth. This is the reason why we are left upon earth 
after we have been prepared for Heaven by the atone- 
ment provided by Christ and the implantation of His 
life through which we are made partakers of the divine 
nature. 

Peace, perfect peace; by thronging duties pressed? 

To do the will of Jesus, this is best. 

We do not control the earth of Russia or Britain or 
the United States, or even of our garden where weeds 
war against us, and cannot therefore bring it into sub- 
jection to the will of God. We have no power over alien 
lands to see that God’s will is done in them. But we 
do control that bit of earth of which we are made and, 
like Paul, we are to keep our body under and bring it 
into subjection (1 Cor. 9:27), and every thought into 
captivity unto the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). 
Only then, when we have given this portion of fallen 
dust over to the control and power of the risen Lord, 
shall eternity have control over our life in time, and the 
problem of the wills shall begin to be solved. 

Having considered the fact of Satan’s original per- 
fection and fall, we now proceed to study further the 
consequences of that rebellion—the entrance of the 
second will—so that we may have a basis for the answer 
to the problem of continuing evil and the present force 
of sin in the world. 

It is necessary to consider, for a moment, a certain 
method which some of the prophets used in setting 
forth their prophecies. It is frequently evident in certain 
cases that the writer begins to relate some happening, 
contemporaneous with his ministry; and suddenly, 
without a pause, the text skips over whole ages and 
speaks of events which are hundreds or thousands of 
years in the future or of other events which were 
similarly distant in the past. 

One of the more obvious of such cases is that of the 
fortieth chapter of Isaiah. Here the prophet speaks of 
the comfort which had come to Israel because some 
local warfare of that time had been concluded. But, 
hardly pausing for breath, the prophet continues with 
the words which identify John the Baptist and his 
ministry. These, in turn, are seen to be the announce- 
ment of the forerunner of the kingdom of peace that 
shall be brought by the Messiah, when every valley 
shall be exalted and every mountain shall be brought 
low. Thus, in the course of four or five verses, we are 

(Continued on page 40) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


JANUARY 17, 1954 


Jesus and Nicodemus 
(John 3) 


(Printed Text: John 3:1-16) 


(Devotional Reading: 2 Corinthians 
5:17-21) 


DATES AND The place to which our 
SETTINGS lesson takes us is Judza 
—probably the city of Jerusalem. There, 
Nicodemus, a Pharisee who had undoubt- 
edly heard of—perhaps seen—Jesus’ 
public ministry, came one evening seek- 
ing for something more than the 
formality of Jewish religious ritualism. 
Nothing is told to us of the actual place 
where the interview took place, although 
some suggest it might have been the 
home of John the evangelist, and that the 
chapter represents his notes taken on the 
occasion. This is speculation, however, 
and without adequate foundation. The 
time was probably the early part of 
Christ’s ministry, after His first passover 
observance. 


INTRODUCTION Dr. G. Campbell Mor- 

gan has an interesting 
arrangement of the chapter before us. 
Verses 2 and 3 suggest Jesus and Nico- 
demus as “face to face”; in verses 4-8, 
they are “mind to mind”; and verses 
9-21 present the two personages as 
“heart to heart.” Indeed, we might say 
that in that nocturnal episode, two 
teachers came together: one, a blind 
groping seeker after truth and light; 
the Other, the Truth and the Light who 
had come to open the eyes of the blind. 
Nicodemus, the teacher, came from 
among men; Jesus, the Teacher, came 
from God, by Nicodemus’ own confes- 
sion. It is significant that, while Nico- 
demus did not apparently find the 
complete answer to his search at the 
time he visited Jesus, subsequent to that 
time, he seemingly did. To be sure, it is 
nowhere stated that Nicodemus was 
converted; yet his ensuing actions gave 
evidence of some change of heart. He 
who had come secretly and at night, 
——. to avoid detection by his 
ellow Pharisees, later came out boldly 
to defend Jesus before the whole San- 
hedrin (John 7:50-52). Further, this 
same Nicodemus assisted at the burial 
of the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 19:39-42). Surely, these duties 
took courage, and must have been born 
of an intense conviction, quite probably 
brought about through his conversion, 
even though we are told nothing of it. 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia. 
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The message which Christ gave to this 
religious Pharisee—the “new birth”—is 
the same message all unconverted per- 
sons need today, be they Jew or Gentile. 
We shall discuss the lesson under three 
headings: (1) The Approach—verses 1, 2; 
(2) The Discussion—verses 3-8; (3) The 
Rebuke—verses 9-16. 


The Exposition 

THE APPROACH As to why Nicodemus 
Verses 1, 2 came to Jesus in the 
first place, we are left to speculate. Can 
it possibly be that he was one of the 
many who saw the miracles Jesus did 
(John 2:23) and believed on His name? 
May it be that his was an intellectual 
belief which deepened after his meeting 
with Jesus, into a personal faith? We do 
not know, but these are interesting sug- 
gestions. The scene depicted is merely 
that of an old man, member of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin (which was the high- 
est Jewish tribunal or court, consisting 
of 71 members who were seated in a 
semi-circle when in session, much like the 
United Nations General Assembly room 
arrangement) who came to seek some 
counsel from this mysterious Person who 
had so boldly exercised authority in the 
Temple. Edersheim suggests that Nico- 
demus used an outside stairway leading 
from the street up to the upper room 
where Christ may well have been seated 
with John. This would avoid the neces- 
sity of his coming into the house by way 
of the front door, rendering himself more 
liable to detection. The opening words 
of the Pharisee set the tone for the whole 
interview: “We know ...” The “we” 
does not, I believe, mean that others of 
the Sanhedrin were necessarily con- 
vinced that Jesus was a teacher from 
God; rather, I think that Nicodemus was 
classing himself with the “many” who 
believed (John 2:23). It was a grand 
admission for the old man to make and 
yet he was to have a still fuller picture 
as light broke about him. He would see 
that Jesus was more than a “teacher 
cone fate God”; He was God come to 
teach! 


THE DISCUSSION Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Verses 3-8 never wasted time with 
nonessentials in dealing with people; He 
went right to the heart of the matter. 
When speaking to the Samaritan woman 
at the well, He probed deeply into the 
sin of her life at the outset (John 4:16). 
When He announced His purpose to go 
to the cross, and Peter sought to dis- 
suade Him, Christ immediately went to 
the heart of the matter: it was not Peter 
but the devil using him as a tool (Mt. 
16: 21-23). So here, our Lord went be- 
hind Nicodemus’ religious exterior and 
told him that he had to be born again. 


This was beyond the Jewish teacher’s 


grasp, for in very next statement, the 
Pharisee demonstrated his lack of spirit- 
ual comprehension. That he needed 
something more than he had found in 
Judaism, Nicodemus knew! That Jesus 
might have the key to his problem, he 
was also willing to admit. But this mat- 
ter of “being born again”—he couldn’t 
fathom it. I believe our King James 
Version misrepresents Nicodemus here, 
for there, we read: “... can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be born?” (v. 4) as if Nicodemus be- 
lieved that this was what Jesus meant— 
a rebirth physically. The Greek text 
indicates that he considered such a thing 
out of the question and knew Jesus did 
not refer to that type of birth. It was 
as if he said: “surely a man cannot enter 
a second time . . . that much I know.” 
He knew it was not natural birth, but 
some other type of genesis which the 
Lord had in mind, and that was what he 
wanted to find out. 

The statement in verse 5 concerning 
“water and Spirit” has, of course, caused 
a lot of controversy. The water spoken 
of has no reference whatever to baptism. 
Let it be noticed that in every other pas- 
sage in the Scriptures where regenera- 
tion or the new birth is spoken of, the 
instrument is the:Word of God (see Psa. 
119:50; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1 Cor. 4:15; Jas. 1:18, 
etc.). The Word of God has cleansing 
power (Eph. 5:26), and when applied by 
the Holy Spirit to the sinner’s heart, it 
quickens and purifies. Thus, we have 
here the Lord Jesus telling Nicodemus 
that the Holy Spirit would take the 
Word and by that means and others 
who believe, would be born again. No 
one has ever been converted apart from 
the application of the Word of God in 
some form, at some time, by the Holy 
Spirit. No one can be saved by human 
means, a stream can rise no higher than 
its source: “that which is flesh is flesh.” 
And then. perhaps seeing the perplexed 
look on Nicodemus’ face, Jesus gave him 
an object lesson. “Listen to that wind, 
Nicodemus,” He said. “You hear the 
sound of whistling; and you can see the 
manifestation of the wind—the trees 
blowing, leaves scattering. But you don’t 
know where the wind comes from or 
where it’s going.” With that picture, the 
Lord drove home His lesson: “So is 
everyone born of the Spirit.” You may 
not understand the process, but it is 
very real: 


I know not how the Spirit moves, 
Convincing men of sin 

Revealing Jesus through the Word, 
Creating faith in Him 

But “I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.” 


THE REBUKE At this point, we ob- 
Verses 9-16 serve that some progress 
has been made. In verse 4, when he 
asked “How?” the whole idea of being 
born again seemed incredible. By verse 
9, however, Nicodemus was only in- 
credulous—still a bit skeptical. R. C. H. 
Lenski, in his commentary on John’s 
Gospel says that Nicodemus was like a 
man who is told that he must eat, and 
yet holds back because he cannot under- 
stand the process of digestion. Every 
personal worker has run into a “Nico- 
demus” who will listen as the plan of 
salvation is set forth and then im- 
mediately say: “But .. .” and a whole 
series of arguments follows. It was at 
this point that Jesus spoke, rather 
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Sharply I think, bringing to Nicodemus’ 


attention a “how” of His own: . how 
shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly 
things?” (v. 12). 

Verse 13 is a beautiful statement, in 
simple fashion of the deity of our Lord. 
Who but God could be in Heaven and 
on earth at the same time? Yet, Christ 
made that claim to Nicodemus: “. . 
who is in Heaven.” There is one final 
illustration drawn from the Old Testa- 
ment with which the Pharisee Nico- 
demus would be familiar—the lifting up 
of the brass (type of judgment) serpent 
on a pole (type of the cross) recorded 
in Numbers 21:8,9. Then the Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke of Himself as the antitype 
of that significant Old Testament sym- 
bol: “Even as ... so the Son of man 
...” And lastly, the lesson portion closes 
with the best known of all Scripture 
verses—this “gospel in a_nutshell”— 
John 3:16. Arthur Pink, in his excellent 
volumes on the Gospel of John observes 
seven things about God’s love here: (1) 
Its tense—God loved even when we were 
unlovely. (2) Its magnitude—He so 
loved. (3) Its scope—the world. (4) Its 
nature—He gave. (5) Its sacrificial char- 
acter—His only-begotten Son. (6) Its 
design—the believer should not perish. 
(7) Its beneficence—everlasting life. 
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Crossing Man-Made Barriers 
(John 4:1-42) 


(Printed Text: John 4:27-42) 
(Devotional Reading: Romans 1:8-16) 


DATES AND The setting for this 
SETTINGS episode takes us to 
Samaria, the province or division of the 
land of Palestine which lay between 
Galilee on the north and Judza on the 
south. A glance at a good map of Sa- 
maria during Jesus’ ministry will reveal 
three points of interest clustered to- 
gether in the form of a V: Shechem at 
the northwest point of the V, Sychar at 
the northeast point, and Jacob’s well at 
the southern point. All points were 
in the shadow of Mounts Gerizim and 
Ebal. The time of the interview with the 
Samaritan woman can be fixed about 
December, A.D. 27, still toward the early 
part of our Lord’s ministry. 


INTRODUCTION A brief word might be 
in order concerning the 
history of the Samaritans. When the As- 
syrian conquerors carried away captives 
from the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
(722 B.C.), they replaced these prisoners 
by people of mixed origin from the var- 
ious Assyrian dominions, who were 
forced to dwell in the area of the former 
northern kingdom along with the hum- 
bler Israelite classes who were left be- 
hind. The subsequent intermarriage of 
these foreign immigrants with the Is- 
raelites produced the people known as 
Samaritans. Later, it appears that when, 
under Zerubbabel, the returning exiles 
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Persea (immediately across from. Sa- 
maria), and recross into Palestine at 
Galilee; so great was their disdain for 
the Samaritans. As to religion, the 
Samaritans held very closely to the 
Jewish form of worship, except that they 
considered only the Pentateuch to be 
inspired and canonical, and Mt. Gerizim 
to be the official place of worship instead 
of Jerusalem. 


The Exposition 


Since our printed text 
only begins at verse 27, 
which is in the middle of the account 
of Jesus’ interview with the Samaritan 
woman, it might be helpful to give a 
rapid survey of the earlier verses so we 
may best pick up the train of thought. 
When Jesus left Judza, we read that 
“He must needs go through Samaria.” 
Actually, by custom, He “must needs” 
do nothing of the sort, for as explained 
above, the Jews made a habit of cross- 
ing into Transjordania to avoid any con- 
tact with the Samaritans. So normally 
and naturally, Jesus “must needs have 
crossed the Jordan River”; but the in- 
terview with this woman was on His 
itinerary, and He deliberately went con- 
trary to custom and ventured into the 
heart of Samaria—to Jacob’s well. 

There, the Saviour began His -conver- 
sation—as a good soul-winner does—by 
speaking of some casual subject at hand 
as introduction; in this case it was the 
water. From this, Jesus led the woman 
to see her spiritual need, though at first 
she failed to understand, thinking only 
of physical refreshment (v. 15). When 
Christ began to put His finger on the sin 
in her life (vv. 16-18), she instantly 
changed the subject and tried to discuss 
religious differences (vv. 19,20). Inter- 
ested by this time and intrigued by 
Christ’s logical approach, the woman 
brought the subject of the Messiah to 
the forefront. When Jesus _ boldly 
claimed: “I who speak unto thee am 
He,” she dropped her material things 
and rushed off to tell her people of what 
she had heard. 


VERSES 27-38 As the disciples re- 

turned, the woman left 
her water pitcher and ran up the hill to 
her city. We can almost visualize her 
stopping at the gate of the city telling 
the officials and those lounging about: 
“Come, see a man who told me all things 
that I have ever done! Must this not be 
the Messiah?” Then, off she dashed to 
pass the good word along to others, thus 
stirring up the whole city with her en- 
thusiasm. We can learn something from 
that woman, for if the eagerness she had 
to tell others of her new-found Friend 
were our eagerness, ces are we 
would see the results she obtained (vv. 
30. 39). 

The disciples, not knowing what had 
happened during their absence, still had 
their minds focused in the material 
realm: “Master, eat . . .” they repeatedly 
suggested to Him, and could not under- 
stand His reticence to partake of phys- 
ical food. Jesus—who had just had the 
joy of winning a soul to Himself—was 
not particularly interested in the food 
the disciples had brought. When He 
spoke of the “meat” which they ap- 
parently knew nothing about, they were 
puzzled—“surely no one has brought 
Him anything to eat!” until He began 
to explain (vv. 34ff). 

The reference to the “four months and 
then cometh harvest” in verse 35 gives 
us the key as to when this incident took 


VERSES 1-26 


place. Harvest in Palestine took place 
about April each year. Therefore, four 
months before would place this meeting 
with the Samaritan woman in December. 
And, I am personally convinced that 
there is more involved here than just 
looking at the fields. Jesus was not tell- 
ing the disciples to gaze on the ripening 
grain, for the grain had just been planted 
the month before and would not be ripe 
till late March. He was pointing upward 
toward the hill leading from the city of 
Sychar to which the woman had gone 
with her message of good news. There— 
streaming from the city’s gates down 
toward the well where Jesus and His 
disciples sat—were the residents of the 
town all eager to see and hear what the 
woman had heard and seen and told 
them about. These were the “fields white 
unto harvest” which our Lord indicated 
—these multitudes of souls ready to re- 
ceive the gospel. 

Verse 36 is a message to the soul-win- 
ner. The person who seeks to bring 
people to Jesus Christ for salvation ac- 
complishes two things, this text asserts: 
(1) receives wages—his reward at the 
judgment seat of Christ; (2) gathers 
fruit—brings into the kingdom of God 
those who are made ready by the Holy 
Spirit. God may not actually allow you 
to win a soul to Christ each day, or 
week, or month or year. But in all that 
you do for His glory, you may be contri- 
buting to the ultimate salvation of 
someone. The tract you give out, the 
song you sing, the word of witness, the 
letter written—all of these may sow the 
seed; for one plants, another waters, but 
ultimately it is God who gives the in- 
crease since we are only instruments in 
His hands (see also vv. 37,38). 


Verse 39 ought to be 
a distinct challenge to 
every Christian. Have you ever stopped 
to wonder how many there will be in 
Heaven because you sought to tell them 
about Christ? Because you invited them 
to a church service? Because you gave 
them some Christian book, magazine, 
tract or other literature to read? At the 
Philadelphia Bible Institute where I am 
a part-time instructor, it is customary 
at the opening of a school year to have 
a large testimony meeting in which the 
students get to know each other. They 
stand up, give their names, a word of 
testimony for, Christ, and perhaps tell 
how they were saved. I like to think 
that when we get to Heaven, there will 
be a great time of testimony when many 
shall tell how they came to Christ. May 
it not be that you and I shall hear others 
—whom we never knew on earth—say 
that they are in Heaven because of our 
witness? 

Many ‘times, there are Christians who 
do not feel that they can speak for 
Christ. They i they would be 
tongue-tied and would do more harm 
than good. But they can be useful in 
inviting folk to church where they can 
hear the message of salvation. Any 
Christian can do this. Then, when some 
invited person comes to church, hears 
the word of God and believes in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, he will be able to say, 
as did the Samaritan residents: “. . . now 
we believe, not because of your word; 
but we have heard ourselves, and know 
that this One is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world” (v. 42). The 
Roman Catholic Church has recently 
inaugurated a campaign to have their 
lay people become more diligent in 
reaching non-Catholics and bringing 
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them into the church by setting an ex- 


. ample in life, inviting prospects- to 


Catholic services, giving or lending 
Catholic literature or bringing the per- 
son to a priest for further instruction. 
Evangelical Christians might well learn 
from this plan and seek by the same 
means to bring potential converts to 
Jesus Christ. 
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Faith That Makes Whole 
(John 4:43-5:47) 


(Printed Text: John 5:2-18) 
(Devotional Reading: Romans 12:1-13) 


DATES AND The scene portrayed by 
SETTINGS our text took place at 
the time of some Jewish feast at Jeru- 
salem, but which feast we are not told. 
There have been various speculations— 
Passover, Purim, Pentecost, Tabernacles 
—but no one actually knows which feast 
is meant. The pool was apparently en- 
closed, or semi-enclosed by a porch or 
colonnade on which the impotent folk 
at Jerusalem lay in anticipation of heal- 
ing through a popular superstition. This 
pool cannot be definitely located, though 
it is thought that the vicinity of the an- 
cient sheep-gate (Neh. 3:1) represents 
the approximate spot, slightly to the 
north and east of Mount Moriah and the 
ancient temple area. The events of this 
chapter transpired in the year A.D. 28, 
probably sometime in March or April. 


INTRODUCTION There are two things 

which are greatly mis- 
leading about our lesson assignment for 
this week: (1) It is entitled “Faith That 
Makes Whole,” but as we shall see, the 
faith of the man in the story had ab- 
solutely nothing to do with his being 
made whole. (2) It is called a “temper- 
ance” lesson, but to find any basis for 
a study on alcoholism in this text would 
be reading something in that is simply 
not there. Actually, we have a beauti 
picture of the sinner outside Christ 
Jesus (typified by the impotent man at 
the pool of Bethesda), who without any 
attempted works on his part, was healed 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. So the sinner 
must come to know that salvation does 
not depend on how hard a person tries 
to be saved, or how strong his faith may 
be. But it depends on the grace of God 
revealed in Christ. Here, therefore, is a 
great picture of the sovereign grace of 
God. 


A word about the pool and its sur- 
roundings in our lesson. The last part 
of verse 3 (beginning with “waiting for 
the moving . . .”) and all of verse 4 are 
omitted from some of the best manu- 
scripts as being spurious. Actually, they 
seem to present a popular superstition of 
the day, much akin to the supposed 
healing shrines and centers that so many 
people flock to in our own day. It may 
be that these Bethesda waters had some 
medicinal value, but the account of the 
angelic disturbance of the waters is more 
than likely fictitious. It is to be observed 
that Jesus completely disregarded the 
notion of the pool and the man’s appeal 
to be put into the water. Quite prob- 
ably the pool and the surrounding col- 
onnade had been erected for charitable 
purposes; consequently its name—Be- 
thesda—which seems to mean “House of 
Mercy or Grace.” 


The Exposition 
The series of five 
porches must have re- 
sembled an open-air hospital with ~ the 
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multitude of sick, maimed, blind and 
diseased folk reclining on their beds— 
bé 7 light-weight mats which were capable of 
being rolled up and carried on the head 
or under the arm. And we can almost 
picture the agitation among these people 
It is a joy to share with our friends some messages recently re- when some movement of the water took 
ceived from missionaries and other Hebrew Christians whom it is place, either as the wind swept over it 
our privilege to help in Europe and in the Holy Land. One grateful or some hidden spring began to bubble 
Hebrew Christian writing from Germany says: “With all my heart up. Those patients who could walk 
I thank you for the CARE packages. In my loneliness and distress probably scrambled down the wide steps, 
it is a consolation to know that our Saviour sends me from: faraway each trying to reach the pool first in the 
lands such dear children of God to help me.” belief that healing was available. And 
Still another Hebrew Christian missionary from Palestine writes: - of oo eg cng pope | and | 
“Your generous dispatch of seven cartons with food and clothing isappointedly to ta " Se va one 
arrived. You have enabled me to come to the assistance of many he) Unquestionably i i. ill ocme 
needy friends. Please express our deepfelt gratitude to donors for Vee had been cured 4 _ their rewrina tee 
these gifts.” either through the medicinal qualities of 
the water, or because their ailments 
How infinitely grateful we are to those whose sacrificial gifts make were of such a nature (psychosomatic) 
REV. JACOB PELTZ possible our ministry of relief and Christian witness to the needy that the very power of suggestion in- 
brethren of our Lord in so many areas of the world. We plead volved in approaching the supposed 
for your continued help for Hebrew Christian widows and little children in Europe and “magical” waters overcame them and 
Palestine, the hungry, the lonely, and the despairing who look to us to help them in their righted the sickness which the mind is 
need. Please send your gift now and help us relieve distress and encourage the faith of so capable of bringing to the body. Nor 
many whose daily life is a struggle. may we —, the ort Mp, on oc- 
$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food casion, God may have worked a miracu- 
Phat : lous cure through direct intervention. 
punesl fer @ asedy Canily tn Gevepe or tn teres. But the superstition had grown up that 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian | it was the water which performed the 
orphan in our Children’s Home in Germany. cures. 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe end Israel will be gladly sent upon Our attention is then focused upon a 
request. Address communications to: man who had been an invalid for 38 
years—apparently a paralytic of some 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE || 52 due, quite possibly, to some excesses 
of his youthful sinning (v. 14), though 
U.S.A. REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Canada this may be speculation. He was a man 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. NT ‘ 91 Bellevue Ave. who fully believed in the pool theory 
Chicago 25, Mlinois Toronto, Ontario and was convinced that if he could only 
make it to the water after the rippling 





of the surface, he would be healed. In 
this attitude, he placed a great deal of 
stress on his own works:—i.e., going to 
the pool, washing himself in the pool. 
How like many people in our day who 
feel that receiving life eternal necessi- 
tates going to this place, or doing this, 


































Recent y one of our American Sunday- 





School Union missionaries travelled many miles or saying that—all involving something 
~ over treacherous, snow-laden, mountain roads which is of the flesh. 
é to reach a tiny logging community in northern 
; rs < Colorado. There were 31 school-age children VERSES 6-9 It is significant that, 
Sas Um living in the 25 loggers’ shacks, and no Sunday although there were a 
Ji tagss scheel. “ number of impotent folk reclining. on 
: their beds of pain at this pool, Jesus 
There seemed to be no one in the community singled out only this one and brought 
to help with the Sunday School; but as the mis- healing to him. It is important to note 
sionary asked God to show him a leader, he met also that the man did not say or do any- 
a woman coming up an icy trail carrying water thing to call Jesus’ attention to his 
from the spring. The Lord seemed to tell him that plight. It was a sovereign act on the 
his lady would help with the Sunday school. The part of our Lord. In fact, even when 
this lady would help wi Arges gatas Christ asked him (literally) “Do you 
missionary spoke to her, and she said, “I reckon desire to become well?” the man exerted 
I sure would like to see a Sunday school in this no faith in the Saviour, but continued to 
place.” Together they were able to start a work in look to human means as he had been 
that needy logging settlement. doing for 38 years: he spoke of man’s 
} Ke A — of being put into the pool, of 
Year in and year out ASSU missionaries are himself (v. 7). This is a great 
travelling to communities like this one, taking the deal e the sinner even today. He does 
gospel message, starting Sunday schools. It is the not oa for Christ; Christ seeks him. He 
prayerful support of Christians like you which en- -_ no inclination to =< — in a 
sent ; : ; viour un e Saviour © 
ables our missionaries to evangelize rural America. within his dead spirit’ He er ae we 
Send for your copy of our quarterly magazine, appreciation and _ until first of all 
‘? Tue Sunpay-ScHoot Missionary, — love prone as taken root in his 
‘aa read heart-warming reports of this work. jae ee out we were in a ent 


strength, ung 

out hope, helpless, defiled, lost—that God 
commended His love toward us and = 
Holy Spirit quickened us, 

alive in Christ. ites ‘0e-beaia. tebe 
drawn to Him; then we placed our faith 
in His Person; then we loved Him who 
first loved us. So it was with this im- 
potent man at Bethesda’s pool. It was 
only after he had been transformed by 
the miracle-working power of Christ 
that he finally placed his faith in the 
Saviour. 
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VERSES 10-18 


The very innocent- 
sounding statement at 
ht end of er 9 is charged with dyna- 

m the same day was the 
Sabbath. ” Sebies well knew, of course, 
what He was eg: Fr in commanding the 


man to carry his bed and thus perform 
work on the Sabbath. His purpose was 
to challenge those bigoted doctors of the 
law who created “burdens grievous to be 
borne” for the people. Once again, Christ 
was to demonstrate that the Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 
It is to be observed that the Jews were 
not the slightest concerned with the fact 
that the impotent man had. been healed; 
that, to them, was relatively unimpor- 
tant. The paramount issue was: he had 
broken the law! He was performing 
labor on the Sabbath day! The poor fel- 
low tried to explain (v. 11) that his 
benefactor had commanded him to carry 
his bed. But the leaders were not inter- 
ested in the fact that Christ had healed 
the man. They did not ask: “Who healed 
you?” but “Who asked you to take up 
your bed?” 

When Jesus met the man the next 
time, he was in the temple. Apparently 
his first thought after being restored to 
health was gratitude to God, and he 
went to God’s house to give thanks. As 
the Lord approached him, He spoke a 
clear reminder of the significant event: 
“Behold, you have become well!” And 
then Christ added a sober warning: “Sin 
no more, in order that nothing worse 
shall happen to you”—nothing worse 
than the 38 years of suffering. Those 
words must have carried the man back 
over the long years to the sin which may 
well have brought on the ailment. In an 
instant, he recognized that the Person 
to whom he spoke knew all about his 
past. All things were naked and open 
before Him. 

When the Jewish leaders approached 
Christ with hatred and criticism in their 
hearts, He added fuel to the smoldering 
fire by claiming divine Sonship. Ob- 
serve, He didn’t say “Our Father work- 
eth .. .” (v. 17), but “My Father .. .” 
indicating unmistakably that, in a special 
way, God was His Father and He the 
Father’s Son. In thus doing, our Lord 
brought a further charge against Himself 
—a charge which was intensified as the 
days of His ministry moved onward 
(v. 18). 

Let us put ourselves, just for a mo- 
ment, in the place of the Jewish leaders. 
Forgetting temporarily their hypocrisy 
and bigotry, we must recognize their 
zeal to maintain what they thought to be 
the purity of their religion. This neces- 
sitated the death penalty for anyone 
who would: (1) break the Sabbath (Ex. 
31:15) and (2) declare himself to be 
equal with God. We recall how on later 
occasions, the same leaders took up 
stones to put Jesus to death for what 
they considered to be blasphemy (John 
8:58, 59; 10:30,31). Indeed, they were 
justified in their act of defiance if Christ 
were not privileged to act as He did on 
the Sabbath, being Lord of the Sabbath; 
and if He were not actually one with 
God the Father. In their blindness and 
wilful refusal to see the truth of His 
deity and Messiah-ship, these religious 
leaders acted in the only way they knew. 
How dark is the mind of those who have 
not been born again. And what differ- 
ence His life and Presence make to the 
believing, trusting heart. 
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FEBRUARY 7, 1954 
How Christ. Sustains Us 
(John 6) 
(Printed Text: John 6:48-59; 66-69) 
(Devotional Reading: Galatians 1:15-21) 


DATES AND Some time had elapsed 
SETTINGS between the events of 
our last lesson and this one. Our Lord 
made the journey from Jerusalem north 
into Galilee. The opening part of chapter 
six deals with the miracle of the feeding 
of the five thousand which took place at 
Bethsaida-Julias, located on the north- 
east shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was 
named Julias, incidentally, by Philip the 
Tetrarch in honor of the daughter of the 


emperor Augustus. After the miracle 
Christ and His disciples crossed the sea 

and the latter part of the chapter socket 
events at Capernaum. The time: April 
or May of A.D. 29. 


INTRODUCTION The. passage assigned to 
us for this lesson - is, . 
perhaps, one of the most difficult to teach 
to a class. Indeed, if we are to appreci- 
ate the significance of the emphasis on 
partaking of Christ’s flesh and blood, we 
must see the discourse in its proper set- 
ting. It was undoubtedly an outgrowth 
of the feeding of the five thousand at 
Bethsaida. The crowd had surged about 
our Lord and had endeavored to mak 
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Him their king, not, of course, because 
of His messages of life or the fact that 
He was deity. Their longing to crown 
Him king grew out of a desire to have 
enough food on the table for the rest 
of their lives without working for it. 
This, they reasoned, Christ would do for 
them as He had fed them on the side 
of the mountain. However, our Lord’s 
kingdom was never to be built on the 
selfish avarice of man, and He thwarted 
their attempts thoroughly (v. 15). This 
discourse was the result of their greedi- 
ness. They wanted bread; Christ offered 
them Himself—His “flesh.” They wanted 
drink; He proposed His blood. Quite 
probably this was designed to shock 
them into a realization that “man shall 
not live by bread alone.” The lesson may 
be divided thus: (1) Christ’s claim to 
being the bread of life; (a) Contrast 
with manna; (b) Further definition in- 
volving His flesh and blood. (2) The 
reaction of His followers; (a) With- 
drawal for some; (b) Closer union for 
others. 
The Exposition 


JOHN 6:48-59 Our study opens with 
the first of the “I Am’s” 
of Christ, seven of which are to be found 
in John’s Gospel (8:12; 10:9; 10:11; 
11:35; 14:6; 15:1). The multitudes who 
had been with Him at Bethsaida and 
who had now followed Him to the syna- 
gogue at Capernaum, sought Him princi- 
pally for the bread He had given them 
(v. 26). Out of that experience, the Lord 
sought to teach the group of a far more 
important bread—Himself: “I am the 
bread of life.” Actually, the analogy is 
incomplete, as all human illustrations of 
divine truth must be, for while bread 
will sustain life, Christ gives the life in 
the first place. But He presented Him- 
self here in contrast to the manna which 
the Israelites ate during their wilderness 
journey. Note the difference: “Your 
fathers ate . . . and died . . . a man may 
eat (of this bread) and not die” (vv. 49, 
50). The contrast is between two differ- 
ert types of life as well. The ancients 
died physically in the desert; the one 
who partakes of Christ may also die 
physically, but he shall live eternally. 

Having made the first claim, our Lord 
drove the wedge deeper by observing 
that His flesh would be the bread which 
He would give for the life of mankind 
(v. 51). This started the debate going. 
for the Jews “strove” (literally, battled 
or argued intensely) one with another 
over the issue. There must have been 
various opinions forthcoming from such 
a declaration. Was He speaking of can- 
nibalism? Few probably felt so. Rather, 
their problem was “What does He mean 
bv such a statement?” (v. 52). Far from 
softening His remarks, our Lord intensi- 
fied them in His next utterance, by in- 
eluding not alone “flesh” but also 
“blood” (vv. 53-56). 

Perhaps we may get something of the 
significance here—tho again. in an 
incomplete way—by thinking of the food 
we eat. It can be said that we are alive 
hecause of that which we eat daily. To 
vrove the truth of this statement, one 
reed only stop eating, with obviouslv 
disastrous results. The meals of which 
we partake become a veritable vart of us 
end furnish strength and health. Well, 
Christ told His listeners that as God the 
Father who possesses life as a very part 
of Himself, sent His Son, so He (the 
Son) lives because of the Father—i.e., 
the Father was a very vart of Him. And, 
Jesus went on to say, “so he that eateth 
me even he shall live because of me”— 


that is, the one who allows the Lord 
Jesus Christ to become a very part of 

imself, possesses the life that Christ 
offers. It is another way of saying “Ye 
must be born again” and have the life 
of God dwelling within you. 


JOHN 6:66-69 Naturally, all of this talk 
about eating Christ’s 
flesh and drinking His blood would be 
distasteful to many of the disciples 
whom Jesus had attracted during His 
Galilean ministry, and who failed to 
grasp the true meaning of His speech. 
They lost no time in giving way to their 
feelings. The,verses not assigned to our 
lesson (60-65) tell us of this resentment 
“This is a hard saying,” they declared. 
The word hard here is skleros. This is 
the same root used in arteriosclerosis 
which is a hardening or thickening of 
the walls of the arteries of the body so 
that the flow of blood is impaired. Simi- 
larly, this crowd was saying that Jesus’ 
declarations had produced an adverse 
reaction, which slowed the flow of truth 
to them because of the hardness of the 
language. Actually, of course, it was the 
hardness of their hearts—the dullness of 
their spiritual senses. Then, to make 
plain to His hearers that the words were 
not to be taken literally but figuratively, 
Christ said: “It is the Spirit who makes 
alive; the flesh profits nothing: the words 
which I speak to you are spirit, and are 
life” (v. 63). 

But still there were those who were 
shocked by His message—who may have 
even considered the whole matter fa- 
natical. These deserted the Saviour (v. 
66). Immediately, Jesus confronted His 
twelve chosen disciples—those who fol- 
lowed Him wherever He went—and 
asked them their choice: would they 
leave Him as had the others? And 
Peter’s memorable answer, summing up 
the feelings of the whole group, gave 
evidence of the fact that these men had 
a deeper consciousness, born of the Holy 
Spirit to be sure, of the mission and 
work of Christ. For them, there was no 
one else to whom they might turn. Christ 
alone held, for them, the message of 
eternal life (v. 68). Notice the next 
phrase: “. . . we believe and are sure 
that Thou art that Christ . . .” The words 
believe and are sure (literally, have 
known) are both in the perfect tense 
which points back to a moment when 
this was literally true, and as a result, 
lasting benefit accrues. Thus, there was 
a moment when Peter and the other 
disciples did believe in Christ. There 
was a moment when thy did come to 
know Him as Messiah, Son of the living 
God. Those moments were in the past. 
But, as a result of their belief and 
knowledge of Him, their lives since that 
time had been different—the continuing 
joy of what had transpired had become 
more genuine and real with the passing 
of time. This is the force of the perfect 
tense in Greek. 
CONCLUSION There are times when, 
in our own study of the 
Word of God or of God’s dealings with 
us, things appear hard to understand. We 
may grapple with the questions of elec- 
tion and predestination. We wonder how 
God can permit evil to exist in the 
world. We puzzle over the adverse cir- 
cumstances through which we must 
often go. And at times His will and His 
Word may prove to be “hard sayings,” 
simply because we look at things through 
human eyes, and from the human stand- 
point instead of from God’s vantage 
point. It may even be—as it sometimes 
is true in the lives of God’s people—that 


ETERNITY 





we question the value of giving our best 
for the Lord. Yet, when He tenderly 
speaks to His own and says, “Will you 
also go away?” we cannot but say, as did 
Peter: “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life.” 

One further, closing word on verse 63. 
The word quickeneth literally means 
gives life or makes alive. Only the Spirit 
of God can do this in the matter of 
spiritual life. Man is born dead in sin, 
and in that condition of course, cannot 
possibly do anything to give himself life. 
That is what is meant by the phrase “the 
flesh profiteth nothing’—human effort 
is powerless to bring spiritual life. No 
effort of man—no amount of prayer, 
fasting, church attendance, Bible-read- 
ing, partaking of Communion, etc.—can 
ever bring life to the human spirit which 
died in Adam. But it is the Holy Spirit 
who makes alive. It is the same act that 
is spoken of in Ephesians 2:1—“You 
hath He (the Holy Spirit) made alive, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
This is His marvelous act of sovereign 
grace in Jesus Christ. 


FEBRUARY 14, 1954 
Jesus Declares His Deity 
(John 7 and 8) 
(Printed Text: John 7:37-44; 8:12-19) 
(Devotional Reading: Colossians 1:15-23) 


DATES AND The events recorded in 
SETTINGS the assigned sections 
both took place in the temple at Jeru- 
salem, probably during late October, in 
the year A.D. 29. The occasion was the 
feast of the Tabernacles which was a 
dual celebration: (1) a general harvest 
festival, and (2) the anniversary of the 
beginnings of the wanderings of the 
children of Israel in the wilderness. 
Quite a number of pilgrims came from 
various sections of Palestine for the 
event. 


INTRODUCTION In order for us to ap- 

preciate the significance 
of the remarks our Lord made on that 
last day of that feast of the Tabernacles, 
let us try to place ourselves for a mo- 
ment back at the actual scene in the 
temple. The period of the celebration 
was just about over; it was the final day 
when a high solemn convocation of the 
worshipers would in order. The 
temple was usually crowded with pil- 
grims. Each day during the week-long 
festival, the priest would carry a golden 
pitcher of water from the pool of Siloah 
to the altar of sacrifice and, before the 
eyes of all of the people, pour the water 
into a perforated flat bowl. Naturally, 
the water would run out through 
the perforations, like a fountain, and 
this would commemorate the water 
which gushed out of the rock at Meribah 
back in the wilderness wanderings cent- 
uries before. That water, so long ago, 
had quenched the thirst of the weary 
Israelites. Because of this ceremony, the 
minds of the people at this temple cere- 
mony would be fixed on the idea of thirst 
and quenching. Christ’s appeal in the 
opening verses of our assigned text was, 
therefore, most timely and applicable. 
He turned the attention of the temple 
worshipers to Himself as the One who 
alone could genuinely satisfy their souls’ 
thirst. 

We might outline the Scripture portion 
before us in this lesson somewhat as 
follows: (1) a. The Promise of the 
Spirit (7:37-39); b. Opinions of the 
people (vv. 40-44); (2) a. Jesus’ Claim 
as the World’s Light (8:12); b. Oppo- 
sition of the Pharisees (vv. 13ff). 
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The Exposition 

JOHN 7:37-39 A careful reading of the 

whole seventh chapter 
as background will tell us of the dis- 
cussion between Jesus and His brothers 
(7:3-5). These were, of course, Jesus’ 
half-brothers—Mary’s children by Jos- 
eph. Their theory was that if Jesus had 
some ideas of being the Jewish Messiah, 
He ought to go up to the feast and let 
them know about it. Undoubtedly, they 
figured He would make a fool of Him- 
self, and lose His thoughts of grandeur. 
Verse 5 clearly says that Jesus’ brothers 
did not believe in Him, though later they 
did (Acts 1:14) and were counted among 
his followers. However, Jesus waited 
till the middle of the great feast before 
revealing Himself (v. 14), and then again 
on the final day, He stood up in the 
court of the temple as the crowds of 
worshipers surged by to take part in the 
service of sacrifice. Picking out a suit- 
able elevation where He could be seen 
and heard as He spoke, our Lord lifted 
up His voice and uttered the words of 
the text (vv. 37, 38). 

Much discussion has arisen over these 
two verses, principally because the pass- 
age in question cannot be found in the Old 
Testament. Where does the Old Testa- 
ment Scripture say “out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water”? Some have 
pointed to Isaiah 58:11 as a possibility 
and this may be admitted providing that 
we assume Christ was not making a di- 
rect quotation, but only a general re- 
ference. Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, has a rather interesting 
interpretation in his book Studies in 
Problem Texts. He suggests that the 
words “his belly” refer not to the be- 
liever, but to Christ. Thus, Dr. Baxter 
translates the two verses: “. . . if any 
man thirst, let him come unto me; and 
let him drink who believeth on me! As 
the Scripture hath said, out of him (the 
Christ) shall flow rivers of living water.” 
He then quotes such passages as Isaiah 
32:2; 55:1; Zechariah 12:10; 13:1; 14:4, 
8—as those to which Jesus might have 
referred. However, whether we take the 
passage as referring to the believer 
through whom God will send rivers of 
water to refresh the multitudes; or to 
the Saviour, from whom the water comes 
to the believer: one thing is certain. The 
refreshing waters apply to the Spirit of 
God and it is He who was meant (v. 39). 
JOHN 7:40-44 It is only natural that 

such a bold declaration 
in the temple would cause much discus- 
sion and dissension. The multitudes were 
divided in their attitudes toward the 
Speaker. Some called Him a prophet, 
others the Messiah; many questioned 
among themselves, wondering what their 
stand should be. I believe verse 43 is an 
extremely significant statement: “. . . 
there was a division among the people 
because of him.” It has been a general 
belief in modern day Christianity that 
we should never offend anyone; often it 
is said: “Be careful what you say; you 
might hurt so-and-so’s feelings.” Actu- 
ally, the Christian worker cannot pos- 
sibly proclaim the truth of the Word of 
God and not offend someone. In fact, we 
find that the one who takes a clear stand 
for Christ and proclaims the truth of 
God will find division—not union. Jesus 
said on one occasion: “Woe unto you 
when all men shall speak well of you” 
(Lk. 6:26). Paul indicated to the Chris- 
tians at Corinth “. . . divisions are neces- 
sary among you...” (1 Cor. 11:19. Basic 





English Version). Jesus said that He had 


- not come to give peace but division (Mt. 
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10:34, 35). The. minister of Jesus Christ, 
or the Sunday school teacher, or the 
Christian worker who stands firm for 
Christian truth as over against tradition 
and human opinion, will soon find he has 
enemies; he will cause division and not 
always harmony. Our text says that 
when Jesus declared the counsel of the 
Father “there was division among the 
people because of Him.” So it has been 
through the centuries. Can we expect 
less than what our Lord received? 
Note also that the crowd of the re- 
ligious rulers of the day had such a 
hatred for Christ because He had over- 
turned their applecart, that they wanted 
to dispose of Him immediately. Yet, as 
Christ Himself said: “no man taketh my 
life from me; I lay it down of myself.” 


JOHN 8:12-19 Once again we come 

face to face with an “I 
Am” of Jesus Christ. In our last lesson, 
we listed the seven times He made these 
declarative statements in John’s Gospel. 
Here, He is the “light of the world.” 
Oftentimes, it is asked, “If Jesus was 
the light of the world, why doesn’t 
everyone in the world have light?” The 
answer simply is that the light is there, 
available to the world, but the world 
prefers to grope about in darkness (John 
3:19). If you go into a room which has 
an electric light ready for use, and you 
stumble about without making use of 
the light, that is your privilege of course. 
When I was with the United States 
Army in Wasserburg, Germany, there 
was a beautiful little chapel in the area 
where I was stationed. The Nazi soldiers 
who had occupied the village before us 
had not used the chapel; instead, they 
had filled it full of debris—chairs, tables, 
rocks, boards, etc—which they wanted 
to get out of their way. One day, I 
wandered into the chapel, and climbed 
to the organ loft. There was a magnifi- 
cent two-manual pipe organ in the loft. 
Others among our group had seen it, 
had known the organ was there, and yet 
it was only when I finally sat down at 
the console, turned on the power and 
played the instrument, that any of our 
men knew that it was in working order. 
So, multitudes outside of Christ know 
Christ lived, died for sinners, and many 
among them even believe He rose again, 
and ever lives to be Saviour, as the light 
of the world. However, only those who 
“try Him out”—put their trust fully in 
Him—know the joy that comes when He 
enters the heart and becomes the light 
of life to them (v. 12). 

Jesus’ claim to deity was presented to 
the Pharisees on the basis of their own 
beliefs. They insisted that, for a claim 
to be valid, there must be two witnesses 
(v. 17). Jesus met that demand by 
claiming the witness of the Father and 
His own witness, to His deity. Notice 
particularly the reply of the Jewish 
leaders. With scorn in their voices, they 
gave evidence of their belief concerning 
Jesus. Remember that the religious 
leaders looked upon our Lord—not as 
virgin-born, but—as one who had been 
born out of wedlock—an illegitimate 
child. Thus, when He spoke of His 
Father, with a sneer they replied: 
“Where is your father?” (v. 19). But 
Jesus refused to be deterred. He per- 
sisted in His original thought and 
silenced them with His cutting remark: 
“If you had known me, you would have 
peony my Father also” (v. 19). How 

e this is: no one can possibly know 
dhe Father in Heaven, unless he comes 
by way of the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 14:6). 
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Ravpx L. Kerrer, Book Review Editor 


Standard Lesson Commentary—1954. 
Orrin Root, Editor in Chief; John M. 
Carter, Editor. Standard Publishing 
Company. 448 pp., index. $2.95. 

There are many good Sunday school 
lesson annuals on the market, but this is 
the first printed one this reviewer has 
seen in 8%x11” size and containing 
eight pages for each week’s lesson. 
Beautifully printed in three colors, the 
volume is an excellent bargain at the 
price the publishers ask. 

Here is a partial list of the contents. 
The full printed Scripture text with each 
lesson; an introduction and background— 
usually with map of the area being 
studied; a phrase-by-phrase exposition 
of the text; pronunciation key of difficult 
names; well-drawn illustrations of the 
lesson activities; a shaded box contain- 
ing “Main Points”; a list of the daily 
readings during the week. Further, each 
lesson contains a section of discussion 
and application, a lesson quiz, and sepa- 
rate. departments. with four-point sug- 
gestions for teaching adults and young 
people. There is a column entitled “The 
Truth for Daily Living” which poses a 
series of practical problems of life which 
are answered in the lesson of the week. 
A blackboard visual aid column helps 
those who want to use the eye as well as 
the ear gate. And, for those who require 
it, a printed prayer for the lesson at 
hand. 

Several places in the book furnish 
occasion for some issue-taking in the 
realm of theology. For example, there 
seems to be a suggestion that man can 
do something for his salvation in addi- 
tion to what God has already done for 
him. The authors list repentance, faith, 
confession of Christ and baptism into 
Christ as man’s part. “These” the writers 
state, “(man) can do for himself and 
God will not do them for him.” There 
is also the remark that “when men work 
diligently with God at the job of devel- 
oping Christian character, sin will be 
overcome.” In other words, there is the 
hint that the Christian life—from in- 
ception to climax—is at least partially, 
a cooperative enterprise. This is not 
entirely so, and should be clarified. An 
occasional illustration or comment in the 
book would seem to indicate that the 
authors believe that a person once saved 
can be lost once more. However, aside 
from these occasional inaccuracies which 
the alert Sunday school teacher will 
quickly recognize and avoid, we believe 
this book will fill a decided need in the 
ever-increasing field of Sunday school 
lesson commentaries. 

Hersert HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
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Electronic Organs. Robert L. Eby. Van 

Kampen Press. 213 pp. $5.00. 

Mr. Eby has written a very useful 
book which should appeal to either the 
present owner of an electronic organ or 
the prospective purchaser of one. 

The products of the leading builders 
of electronic instruments are discussed 
in a technically detailed manner. For 
the non-technically-inclined reader there 
is useful advice concerning problems of 
installation, acoustics, maintenance, ad- 
justment, etc. 

The author wisely does not attempt 
any comparison of electronic tone with 
the results obtainable from a pipe organ. 
But in its field, as a summary of the 
technical aspects of electronic instru- 
ments, and advice on problems relative 
thereto, the book is excellent. 

Rosert ELMORE 


The Theocratic Kingdom. George N. H 

Peters. Kregel. 3 v. $25.00 the set. 

In this day of controversy concerning 
the doctrines of future things, when 
more and more biblical students are 
turning to a study of the prophetic 
Scriptures, it is significant, and of utmost 
importance, that this monumental work 
on biblical prophecy should be repub- 
lished. We concur with Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer when he says that this is “the 
greatest work on prophetic interpreta- 
tion ever written,” and with Dr. Wilbur 
Smith, who writes in the preface, that 
this is “the most important single work 
on biblical predictive prophecy to appear 
in this country at any time during the 
nineteenth century.” The work is cer- 
tainly more important today, as a con- 
tribution to the study of eschatology, 
than when first issued in 1884 as the 
result of forty years of study and research. 

In the three large volumes totaling 2,175 
pages, the author treats exhaustively 206 
propositions, incorporates over 10,000 
references to various authors, books, 
and periodicals, refers to more than 
6,000 Scripture passages, and deals with 
nearly 8,000 different subjects. These are 
all made readily accessible to the student 
through the indices. 

The work examines the prophetic 
Scriptures in detail, and as a result 
presents the premillennial view of the 
kingdom, and proves that the liberal, 
future and premillennial view of the 
prophetic Scriptures is the necessary 
interpretation of the Davidic promises. 
In our present theological controversies 
over eschatalogical questions no protag- 
onist for the premillennial position 
should be without the help of this inex- 


- haustible work, and no antagonist of 





premillennialism should speak without 


first having examined this work in detail. 
Without question this work will be care- 


. fully studied by all serious students of 


the prophetic Scriptures since it em-: 
bodies the most exhaustive, scholarly, 
reverent treatment of the questions’ of. 
the kingdom of our Lord available today. 
J. Dwicut PENTEcosT 


Peloubet’s Select Notes. Wilbur M. 
Smith, Editor. W. A. Wilde Co. 436 pp., 
plus Index. $2.75. 

It seems hardly necessary to review 
this annual volume of Sunday school 
lesson commentary edited by Dr. Wilbur 
Smith, since it has become such a 
stand-by for so many teachers. Yet, 
primarily for those who may still not be 
acquainted with Peloubet’s Select Notes, 
such a review is given annually. There 
is no man better fitted to edit these 
volumes than Wilbur Smith with his 
personal library of over 15,000 volumes 
and access to still others with which he 
is familiar. Thus does Dr. Smith choose 
the best—the cream—from the writings 
of the men of present and past for his 
comments on the assigned Scripture 
portions. 

Each week’s lesson is divided, as usual, 
into various departments: the devotional 
reading; the listing of topics with the 
prescribed textual material and memory. 
verse for Beginners, Primary, Junior, 
Intermediate-Senior and Young People- 
Adult; introduction to the lesson for both 
the younger and older classes; setting 
and date of the text; and outline. Fur- 
ther, each lesson has suggestions for 
books the teacher might care to consult 
or add to his library. An unfortunate 
point here, however, is that a number of 
the books suggested are either hard to 
get or out of print, and thus inaccessible 
to a great portion of readers of this vol- 
ume. The exposition of each lesson is 
presented in both the words of Dr. Smith 
drawn from his own study of the text, 
and the quoted words of Bible students 
of the past and present. The lesson 
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material concludes with a “Lesson in 
Life, Literature and Archaeology,” a 
paragraph dealing with the specific truth 
the class may carry away, and questions 
for thought on the theme presented. 

A new feature has made its appearance 
in the volume this year in the form of 
a section devoted to Audio-Visual Aids. 
Here, following the bibliography of each 
lesson, is a listing of suitable film-strips, 
slides, brief and lengthy films for use in 
either the individual class sessions or the 
departments before classes separate. 
Extensive research has gone into secur- 
ing a listing of these films and strips. 
However, it is the opinion of this re- 
viewer that, where possible, the sources 
of these materials ought to be given in 
more detail. Perhaps an appended 
“bibliography of films” might serve the 
purpose, listing publishing houses or 
centers in various parts of the country 
where the suggested films might be 
secured. This, however, is a matter which 
does not detract from the value of the 
book, and can be enlarged upon in 
future annuals. 

The Sunday school teacher who wishes 
to do a thorough job in preparing the 
lesson for his class ought to have several 
quarterlies and annuals on hand. Pelou- 
bet’s is one of these “musts” for careful 
study. 

Hersert Henry ExRENSTEIN 


Faith and Fact. Alfred P. Haake. The 

Stackpole Co. 223 pp. $3.50. 

It is the great merit of this book that 
it explains the mechanics of the free 
enterprise system in terms that any in- 
terested layman could understand. This 
is no small accomplishment. 

The subtitle of this book reads: A 
Guide to Economics Through Christian 
Understanding. The author is trying to 
say that capitalism, with its profit motive, 
is strictly Christian. He wisely says that 
he is not a theologian, for his “Chris- 
tianity” does not go beyond the common 
fund of religious ideas which character- 
izes Western culture as a whole. 

There is much of value in this book. 
Haake rightly sees that capitalism can 
only work where the character of indi- 
viduals is sound; he disassociates himself 
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from the extreme individualism of the 
Classical capitalism of the 19th century; 
and he sees the fallacy of Big-Statism. 
But he leaves the crucial question con- 
fronting the “American Way” unan- 
swered. Individual voluntarism is ideal. 
But what if individuals fail, through 
sin? Shall government redress the bal- 
ance by direct action or shall we wait 
until a better generation arises? For 
instance if private charity fails through 
selfishness, shall we let the needy starve 
or tax the able to feed them? Is such 
governmental pressure (if our basic 
freedoms are not in question) any less 
“Christian” than the self-love that calls 
it into being? 
Cutsert G. RUTENBER 

Christianity and Existentialism. J. M. 

Spier, translated by D. H. Freeman. 

Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 

Co. 140 pp. $3.00. 


Existentialism has become the domi- 
nant school, or group of schools, in con- 
temporary European philosophy. As a 
criticism of the optimism and rationalism 
of the last century, it forms part of the 
background for the so-called neo-ortho- 
dox theologies of Barth and Brunner. 
Both for its impact on contemporary 
theology and for its effect on non- 
Christian elements today, it is a matter 
of interest to those who take the Chris- 
tian faith seriously. 

Existentialism is no single position; in 
the field of religion it includes such 
widely separate views as the Roman 
Catholicism of Marcel, the pantheism of 
Lavelle, the militant atheism of Sartre, 
and Loen’s attempted synthesis of exist- 
entialism and Protestantism. Spier traces 
the background of existentialism in 
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche and the world 
situation, and then summarizes clearly 
(some might say too briefly) the posi- 
tions of the chief German, French and 
Dutch existentialists. In the second half 
of the book he analyzes the nature and 
chief characteristics of this philosophy. 
He concludes with a refutation of exist- 
entialism based on his own Christian 
philosophy. 

The existentialists realize that a neu- 
tral, “scientific” position in philosophy 
is a myth; every person starts with a 
conscious or unconscious commitment. 
Spier’s analysis and answer to existen- 
tialism from the starting point of genuine 
Christian belief provides a clear and 
timely approach to an important popular 
movement influencing religious thought 
today. Dr. Freeman is to be commended 
for this excellent translation. A reading 
of this book leads one to await the pub- 
lication of Speir’s Introduction to Chris- 
tian Philosophy which is also being 
translated by Dr. Freeman. 


Rosert F. Scotrr 


The Prayer the Lord Did Not Pray. 
J. Vernon McGee. Van Kampen Press. 
95 pp. $1.50. 

This eye-catching title introduces a 
very readable and a most profitable book 
dealing with the so-called Lord’s Prayer, 
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A practical commentary on the whole Bible for ministers and 
all Christian workers in eight large, handsomely and durably 
bound volumes. 
CONTENTS 
NEW TESTAMENT OLD TESTAMENT 
Volume 6—The Four Gospels Volume | — Genesis-Numbers 
{ready Jan., 1954}—606 pages ready April, 1954) 550 pages 
Volume 7 — Acts-Galatians Volume 2 — Deut.-Il Samuel 
{ready Feb., 1954) — 650 pages (ready May, 1954) — 520 pages 
Volume 8 — Ephesians-Rev. Volume 3 —! Kings-Esther 
{ready March, 1954}—550 pages (ready June, 1954) — 538 pages 
Volume 4 — Job-lsaiah 
(ready July, 1954) — 564 pages 


scene, Volume 5 — Jer.-Malachi 
(Ready August, 1954)— 618 pages 


BEAUTIFULLY BOUND 


Pictured at the left is a cross-section of the 
handsome stained top, headbands and durable 
half-binding with reinforced end sheets and 
extra-heavy, top-grade book cloth — a deluxe 
binding for your set of Ellicott's Commentary 
on the Whole Bible! 

























How to make this set YOURS— 
For only 59° DOWN 


and $5.95 per month! 


Write for complete circular describing this magnificent set 
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WHOLE BIBLE 


Le 2 oe ee 2 ee een, | 
Edited by Charles John Ellicott 
INTRODUCTION TO 1954 EDITION BY DR. HERBERT LOCKYER 


ENTHUSIASTIC RECOMMENDATIONS 





“, .» Superior to Anything Else .. .” 

“. .. may without doubt be ranked among the five most impor- 
tant commentaries covering the entire Bible . . . especially in his- 
torical and archaeological matters, | have found it superior to 
anything else.” DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, FULLER THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 





“. « » Almost inestimable . . 
", « « @ thorough study: in translation and explanation of the 
Holy Scriptures . . . will help teachers teach with greater wisdom 
and preachers to preach with more exact knowledge of the mean- 











ing of the Scriptures . . . almost inestimable in value.” DR. ROBERT 
' G, LEE, PAST-PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


Available at all religi bookstores 


or 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
(C] Yes, please send me the complete set of ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON 
Trak WHOLE DURE, ene eolame par smooth ent lete set is delivered, 


at a cost to me of only $5.95 down and $5.95 per month. | | expect to receive 
the next to the last volume iaved (Val. 1] for oly $425, andthe lt volume 


(Vol. V) absolutely free’ 
Yes, please send me the following individual volumes of ELLICOTT'S COM- 
MENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE: 


Volume | — $5.95 Volume 4 — $5.95 
Volume 2 — $5.95 Volume 5 — $5.95 
Volume 3 — $5.95 Volume 6— $5.95 
Name. 
Address. 








Volume 7 — $5.95 
Volume 8 — $5.95 








State. 





7 
S222 S28 SERS SSS SS SSS SS SSS eS Sees ees eeeeeoeen at 


35 








not use the Lord’s Prayer if it is done 
intelligently, with a full knowledge of 
what each phrase really means. Dr. 


does not neglect to deal with the diffi- 
cult clause, “Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors,” nor with the fact 
that this prayer is not offered in the 


postscript to the teaching on the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

This book deals with an important 
matter, and is written by one who is 
recognized as an able and trustworthy 
Bible teacher. Dr. McGee is pastor of 
the great Church of the Open Door in 
Los Angeles, and also head of the De- 
partment of English Bible of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. The Christian 
who would be thoroughly instructed will 
want to read this book. 

Although there is real Bible teaching 
that runs through the book, it is written 
in a devotional manner so that the heart 
as well as the mind is fed. When one 
lays the book down, he thinks not so 
much of the arguments set forth as of 
his own need to pray. 

Howarp W. OvursLER 


Expository Preaching For Today. An- 
drew E. Blackwood. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 207 p. Bibliography, In- 
dices. $3.00. 





Dr. Blackwood has been teaching men 
how to preach for more than twenty 
years. He has secured for himself the 
enviable reputation of a master in the 
field of homiletics. His influence has been 
felt in the pulpits across the land, not 
only in the preaching of his students, but 
also in the preaching of the thousands 
of others who have carefully read his 
books. i 

This most recent volume from Dr. 
Blackwood’s pen commends itself not 
only because of the stature of the author, 
but also by virtue of its theme. No kind 
of preaching is so important as that 
which sets forth the teaching of the 
Bible. The mast satisfactory preaching is 
that which opens up the truth of a 
biblical passage. It is this which Dr. 
Blackwood commends in this book. The 
title indicates, however, that it is not 
simply expository preaching as such that 
concerns the author, but expository 
preaching “for today.” He has in mind 
the explaining of the Scriptures in such 
a way as to show a definite relationship 
to the needs of men this hour. 

If the author and the theme commend 
this volume, so also do its contents. 
Here, in ten chapters, this teacher of 
preachers tells how to do expository 
preaching. In simple, easily compre- 
hended sentences, the path is clearly 
marked out, all the way from the selec- 
tion of a Bible passage, and the gather- 
ing of sermon material, to the delivering 
of the message before the people. Specific 
passages are used as case studies. The 
book abounds with sermon suggestions, 
and with illustrations. 

The usual criticism of Dr. Blackwood’s 
references to and quotations from the 
works of theological liberals will be 
leveled against this book also. Neverthe- 
less, the staunch conservatism of the 
author will be noted everywhere through- 
out the book, and one rejoices in such 
emphases as these: “How should the 
minister judge his own sermons? He 
should judge them not so much by clar- 
ity, human interest, and quiet beauty as 
by effectiveness, or force . . . Does the 
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message lead the unsaved hearer to 
accept the Savior, and cause the be- 
liever in God to love Him better, so as 
to engage in His service?” (p. 135, 136). 
“Early in his pastoral life a minister 
ought to determine his main objective as 
a preacher. ‘Whenever I enter the pulpit, 
shall I aim to exalt my Saviour, my 
sermon, or myself?’” 

Readers of Erernity will be interested 
in finding a reference to Dr. Barnhouse’s 
ministry on page 148 of Dr. Blackwood’s 
book. 


Of course, this book is meant for min- 
isters or ministerial students rather than 


for laymen. 
H.W.O. 


Creation. Facts, Theories and Faith. 
Theodore L. Handrich. Moody Press. 
311 pp. $3.95. 

Mr. Handrich has been a teacher in 
the Central West and this book has 
grown out of a two-fold need: to meet 
the questions his students have asked 
him concerning creation and the Bible, 
and to gather together the various 
theories of creation so they can be com- 
pared and evaluated. 

Mr. Handrich in Creation. Facts, The- 
ories and Faith, does not try to develop 
an apologetic for the Bible account of 
creation. He has the good sense to take 
that account by faith alone. He points 
out the danger in that type of apolo- 
getic which would believe the Bible 
because a certain theory of science sup- 
posedly conforms to it. He points out by 
the very nature of the case human 
knowledge is relative and limited. To 
harmonize human knowledge with di- 
vine truth is impossible. 

The author has brought together 
theories of creation which one meets on 
every hand. In an interesting manner 
he acquaints us with the theories and 
aids us in separating speculation from 
fact. This book should be placed in the 
hands of college students as it will be of 
help in facing some of the intellectual 
problems which beset them. 

RLK. 


How to Solve Your Problems. Faris D. 
Whitesell. Zondervan. 153 pp. $2.00. 
How to Solve Your Problems is a 

sane, Scriptural approach to the psycho- 
logical problems which we have all ex- 
perienced. It shows how our Blessed 
Lord is still equal and sufficient for our 
needs after we have honestly faced those 
needs. It is a non-technical presenta- 
tion of a subject which heretofore has 
been esoterically presented to the dis- 
advantage of both the Scriptures and 
psychology. 

Faris D. Whitesell is head of the prac- 
tical theology department at Northern 
Baptist Seminary. He knows from teach- 
ing students how clearly a subject must 
be presented, and being intimately 
aware of the problems of his field, he 
has been very practical about his 
theology. As a result we have an ex- 
cellent book for both layman and 
pastor. The last chapter sums up the 
problems which we have very nicely. 
Our greatest problem is self. 
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How to Solve Your Problems. will 
provide many a discussion for your 
young people. It will put you in a 
better position to help your friends and 
neighbors—even leading them to Christ. 
And it will. benefit the pastor as it will 
furnish him with suggestions for helpful 
sermons. 

R.L.K. 


Harper’s Bible Dictionary. Madeleine 
and J. Lane Miller. Harper. 850 pp. 
$7.95. 

This one volume Bible dictionary has 
taken advantage of all the latest means 
of presenting dictionary material and has 
done a fine job of presenting its material. 
The type is clear, the articles have eye 
appeal, the physical size of the work is 
comfortable to handle, its maps are well 
done, in other words from an editorial 
point of view it has everything a Bible 
dictionary should have in making it easy 
for the reader to master its contents. 

Our quarrel with Harper’s Bible Dic- 
tionary is a theological one. We believe 
that this work gives us in essence what 
liberal theology believes today. For ex- 
ample, a reading of the articles on 
“Bible,” “Inspiration,” or “Jesus Christ,” 
will show the influence of modern liberal 
criticisms. By inspiration, for example, 
is not meant that which the historic 
church holds, but that which is the 
product of German criticism. Inspiration 
may have been given also to other re- 
ligions “which we no longer call false.” 
The Bible is not considered as unique 
from God to man but “The Sacred Book 
of the Christians,” the implication being 
that there may be other books. The 
virgin birth of Christ and His resurrec- 
tion are played down as a later expla- 
nation of this miracle character called 


Jesus. The doctrine of justification is the 
result of faith and love—the atoning 
work of Christ is subtly placed in the 
background. 

For the liberal Harper’s Bible Dic- 
tionary will be a welcome work. For 
the evangelical it will be a monument 
to an attempt on the part of man to set 
aflame a theological light with a match 
that has been blown out. 

R.LK. 


Outline of Psychology. Wallace Emerson. 

Van Kampen. 480 pp. $6.00. 

Dr. Emerson has a rich background of 
experience peculiarly adapting him for 
the writing of such a book. He is at 
present head of the department of Chris- 
tian education at the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles. His experience includes 
public school teaching, college teaching 
in the fields of education and psychology, 
a term as dean of students at Wheaton 
College, and a term as president of West- 
mont College. 

The book comes at a time of great 
need for conservative, evangelical writ- 
ing in the field of psychology. It offers 
indisputable evidence that there is no 
incompatibility between Christianity and 
true science in this field. The author’s 
presentation is thoroughly in accord with 
the ideals of painstaking scholarship. 
At the close of each chapter is a list of 
suggested readings for additional in- 
formation on the subject matter of the 
chapter. A complete bibliography is in- 
cluded at the close of the book. A series 
of thought-provoking questions at the 
close of each chapter increases its use- 
fulness as a classroom text. 

The treatment of the history of psy- 
chology including the discussion of vari- 
ous schools of thought is unique in its 


‘ effectiveness in orienting the new student 


to the field. Many of the newer findings 
from the various fields of medicine are 
used to advantage throughout the work. 

It is particularly encouraging to find, 
such a lucid and scholarly approach 
combined with a thoroughly conserva- 
tive doctrinal position. 

Laurence A. LuFBURROW 


Where’er the Sun. Samuel H. Moffett. 
Friendship Press. 121 pp. Cloth bound, 
$2.00; paper bound, $1.25. 

In an age when one is constantly 
hearing of the setbacks being suffered 
by Christian forces and of the advances 
being made by anti-evangelical inter- 
ests, it is both heartening and chal- 
lenging to be reminded that in many 
quarters the cause of Christ is triumph- 
ant. The record, as presented in this 
little book, encircles the globe and by 
skillful use of personal case histories as 
well as statistics shows clearly that in 
many areas of our world the Christian 
church is exerting significant influence 
not only in the realm of individual souls 
and lives but even on a community-wide 
basis. 

Written in a brisk, even forceful style, 
the book commands attention, and be- 
cause it is not lengthy, holds the reader 
in its spell until the whole has been 
consumed at the first reading. 

It pictures the martyr faith of the 
church under persecution and mirrors 
through the lives of victorious modern 
saints the power of Christ to save and 
cleanse the hearts of men in our present, 
confused age, but it does not picture our 
world through rose-tinted glasses. The 
failures of the church are not glossed 
over. Indeed, the concluding chapter 
presents one of the most stirring indict- 
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He could not have been more than five, and he was a 
pathetic little figure as he carried a valise down the front 
steps of his home. Around the block he trudged, and around 
again. In fact, he kept walking around the block until it 
got dark and a policeman stopped him. “What's the idea?” 


way to peace. 


the officer asked. ‘Runnin’ away,” explained the boy, sadly. 
“Look,” said the officer, “I’ve had my eye on you and you've 
been doing nothing but walking around the block. Do you 
call that running away?” “Well, what do you want me to 
do?” cried the boy tearfully, “I ain‘t allowed to cross the 
street alone.” And that is just what happened when Adam 
fell. Ever since then mankind has been running away—but 
God has arranged it so that man cannot run away from his 
fears; man cannot run away from his frustrations; man can- 
not run away from sin and its fruits; man cannot run away 
fram death; man cannot run away from himself. There is 
only one refuge—go back into the house to God who awaits 
on the other side of the cross. That is the way in, and the 
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ments and challenges we have seen in 
some time. 

The ecumenical thrust may not be to 
the liking of some extreme evangelicals 
but the imsistence that Christianity in- 
volves more than oral testimony, that it 
demands a portrayal of the love of Christ 
extended through disciples’ hands to the 
physical and moral needs of men today 
is bound to prove stimulating in every 
quarter of the church. 

Epwin C. DEIBLER 


The Reference Bible—New 
Testament. Compiled by I. N. Johns. 
Moody Press. 1451 pp. $6.95. 

The Reference Passage Bible—New 
Testament is a reprint of an aid to Bible 
students. Its purpose is to save the Bible 
student many hours of tracking down 
references to various texts of God’s 
Word. 

Instead of having a center column of 
references, The Reference Passage Bible 
—New Testament has them written out 
where needed. For example John 1:1, 2 
sets forth the deity of our Lord. The text 
of the Gospel is printed in large type. 
As in the conventional reference Bible 
there are small letters before words 
where cross references are to be made. 
But the Reference Passage Bible sets the 
reference verbatim before the reader. 
There is no need for tracing the refer- 
ence in other books or even referring 
to another part of the Bible. All the 
material is at one’s finger tips. 

The four Gospels are set forth in 
parallel columns in order to show the 
events in the life of our Lord in a com- 
parative study. This is helpful to a stu- 
dent who may desire to make a detailed 
study of the life of Christ. Where the 
Reference Passage Bible is most helpful 
is in the book of the Revelation where 
one must go to the Old Testament in or- 
der to appreciate much of the language. 
This is true also of the epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

There is a wonderful series of maps 
which help the student understand the 
geography of the New Testament at a 
glance. Also there is a list of Old Testa- 
ment prophecies fulfilled in Christ. This 





work should be of great use to the busy 
Sunday-school teacher and the preacher 
who does not have the time to do orig- 
inal study in God’s Word. 

RLK. 


Reprints of F. B. Meyer. The Zondervan 
Publishing House of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, has rendered. a great service 
to the Christian public, as it is wont 
to do, by reprinting a number of the 
works of F. B. Meyer, one of England’s 
great teaching preachers. 

Abraham or The Obedience of Faith. 
$2.50 


The. Present Tenses of the TR me 
Mh PME Sek. ew dae $1.95 
The Shepherd Psalm—Psalm 23. 128 


F. °B. Meyer has been a blessing to 
many through his writings. Born into a 
wealthy Christian home, he came to 
know the Lord at an early age. He be- 
gan his great ministry as a Baptist pastor 
and soon became famous for his sermons. 
He introduced D. L. Moody to England 
and made over twelve preaching tours 
in America. 

The works of F. B. Meyer are devo- 
tional in nature and leave one with a 
spiritual glow filled with enduring 
warmth. These volumes introduce the 
reader in a simple way to the great 
truths of God’s Word, leaving him with 
a desire to know the Lord better as well 
as His Word. 

R.L.K. 


From Lawyer to Preacher. Hyman J. 
Appelman. Zondervan. 45 pp. $.50. 
This booklet is a brief life sketch of 

Hyman J. Appelman. Those who have 

heard this great evangelist will want to 

be familiar with the way in which the 

Lord has worked in his life. 

RLK. 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 


near American Army camps in order 
to provide a homelike atmosphere 
and to contribute to the spiritual 
and cultural needs of the men. They 
have asked American Christians to 
pray for their efforts in behalf of 
our boys in Japan. In view of the 
fact that there are now more than 
half a million babies. born to unwed 
Japanese mothers from American 
military fathers, and the cost of 
their care is being borne by the 
American government, this is indeed 
a worthy project. 


RELIGION IN WEST GERMANY 

Religious leaders in West Ger- 
many are making a real effort to 
win back the working people long 
alienated from the church. Courses 
in the evangelical academies have 
been attended by tens of thousands 
of workers. But a more effective 
approach is thought to be on the 
workers’ home ground. For this 
reason, divinity students are now 
expected to spend some time at 
manual labor—preferably in indus- 
try—before entering the church’s 
service. Some pastors have also gone 
into factories to work manually. In 
many cases, these pastors have been 
approached by their fellow workers 
with queries about their Sunday 
services and the comment that they 
would like to hear them preach. 
Others have offered to use some of 
their free time on church building 
projects. 


LIFE IN INDIA 

Because of the tendency in the 
western world to look at India 
through western eyes it is good 
from time to time to get a piece of 
news so shocking that we can 
realize what life in a demon nation 
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As a hunter raised his rifle, the bear called out. “Can't we 
talk this over,” he proposed, “like two sober human beings?” 
The hunter lowered his gun. 
asked. “Well, for instance,” said the bear, coming closer, 
“what de you want to shoot me for?” “Simple,” grunted the 
hunter. “I want a fur coat.” “All | want is a good break- 
fast,” smiled the bear. “I’m 
bly on this.” So they sat down to work out an agreement. 
After a while the bear got up—all alone. They had reached 
@ compromise. The bear had secured his breakfast. And the 
hunter had on his fur coat. 

There has never been any other result in the warfare be- 
tween the flesh and the spirit when the spirit permitted any 
compromise with the flesh. Sin is deceitful and will always 
destroy even while putting forth a pretense of fair words. 
The Word of God gives us only one possible course of action, 
“FLEE” (1 Cor. 6:18; 10:14; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22). 


“What's to talk over?” he 


sure we can get together sensi- 


ETERNITY 
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is like. The Manchester Guardian 
recently published an article on the 
persistence of witchcraft and suttee 
in India. 

A police officer has recently been 
decorated for gallantry, and one of 
his men given a posthumous award, 
for having removed a young widow 
from a burning pyre. It appears 
that the girl was about to commit 
suttee (this means that the widow 
of a dead husband burns herself 
alive with his corpse) when the 
police arrived and took the girl 
away, but were attacked and over- 
whelmed by 200 villagers who killed 
a constable, left the rest of the party 
unconscious, and took the girl back 
to the pyre. 

The article also reports recent 
eases of witchcraft, some of them 
involving murder, and then goes on 
to say: ‘‘Recently the Hindu of 
Madras published a survey of witch- 
eraft in Bihar in which the writer 
eame to the conclusion that witch- 
craft was not confined to backward 
aboriginals but that a large number 
of English-educated Indians also be- 
lieved in Bongaism. Bongaism is 
the cult of tribal spirits, good and 
bad, which is current among aborigi- 
nals of India. It is complicated by 
a series of intricate good, bad, or 
even worse, vague but menacing 
notions. Bongas have to be propiti- 
ated by various methods... 

‘Most Bongas are not too exacting 
and will be satisfied with chants, 
rice, and coconuts, or perhaps sweet- 
meats, flowers and colored powders. 
But some of them are truly blood- 
thirsty and require human sacrifices. 
Every year dozens of collective mur- 
ders perpetrated for witchcraft ends 
are reported to the police in the 
state of Bihar alone.”’ 


SPAIN AND THE VATICAN 

At the end of August a concordat 
was signed between the Vatican and 
the Spanish government. The con- 
cordat establishes that Roman Ca- 
tholicism is recognized as the sole 
religion of Spain. It also agrees 
that the Spanish state should up- 
hold article 6 of the Spanish con- 
stitution which lays down that no 
one may be molested for the indi- 
vidual practice of non-Catholic cults. 
[Note the language: ‘‘individual 
practice’’—which means that col- 
lectively Protestants may still be 
persecuted. ] 

The Franco press was jubilant 
that the concordat has been signed, 
and a great play was given to the 
news in the Spanish press. Franco 
papers interpreted the signing of the 
concordat as an endorsement of the 


present political regime. That this 
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regime is entirely dominated by the 
Catholic clergy is demonstrated by 
the fact that the present concordat 
establishes a new method of appoint- 
ing bishops for Spain. Henceforth 
the Franco regime will send a list 
of six names to the Vatican for 
every vacant bishopric. The Vatican 
will choose three of these names and 
return them to the Franco govern- 
ment, who will then select the final 
choice for the bishopric. 

The prologue of the concordat 
states that the document affirms the 
will of the Holy See and Spain to 
assure that ‘‘fruitful collaboration 
between the Ecclesiastical Authority 
and the Civil Authority, which is 
always and everywhere the neces- 
sary prerequisite of the greater 
good, for the peaceful development 
and growth of the religious and 
civil life of nations.’’ It has been 
pointed out in Rome that while most 
concordats are signed in order to 
end periods of tension, this one is 
signed in order to strengthen and 
stabilize a situation already in exist- 
ence. Roman papers point out that 
previous concordats were signed in 
1737, 1753 and 1851. The last re- 
mained in force until 1931 when the 
Spanish Republic abrogated it. At 
the end of the civil war good rela- 
tions were reestablished, and a 
series of studies culminated in the 
new concordat. In other words, it 
is now definitely recognized that the 
Spanish Civil War was a Roman 
Catholic war in order to restore the 
privileges which had been lost by 
the rise of the Republic. 


NO DISCRIMINATION 

The Belgian administration in the 
Congo has made a great forward 
step by seeking to abolish any racial 
discrimination. The organization 
known as the Federation of Colon- 
ists has changed its name to Feder- 
ation of Colonists and Middle 
Classes of the Congo and has begun 
to admit Negro land owners. The 
executive announced that hencefor- 


‘ward the middle class association 


would admit members without dis- 
tinction of color, origin, opinion or 
religion. Natives are put in special 
forrth class cars on the railroad if’ 
they are semi-nude or dressed. in 
laborers clothes. Negroes who are 
dressed in business suits may ride in 
first or second class with the Euro- 
peans. Both the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Protestant Federa- 
tion have been strongly in favor of 
these changes. 


PERPETUAL CONCORDAT? 

Chancellor Adenauer of West 
Germany has taken sides with the 
Roman church in its struggle with 
Baden-Wurttemberg to enforce a 
parochial system upon that state. 
The papal nuncio (an American, 
Archbishop Muench of Fargo, North 
Dakota), has presented the claim 
that the concordat with the Vatican 
signed by Hitler in 1933 is still in 
force, Adenauer concurring that a 
concordat with the Vatican is perpet- 
ually binding, no matter who signed 
it in the first place. The authorities 
of Baden-Wurttemberg resent this 
position, and say that they know 
what kind of a school system is good 
for their people. The matter is still 
pending. 


THE PURIFYING HOPE 
The testimony of the late J. Hud- 
son Taylor, founder of the China 
Inland Mission, is most interesting 
concerning the practical effect of a 
belief in the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. When he came to 
realize that the Lord would come 
back again and that this return 
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might be at any moment, he wrote: 
**The effect of this blessed hope was 
very practical. It led me carefully 
to look through my little library to 
see if there were any books there 
that were not necessary and likely 
to be further useful, and to look 
through my small wardrobe to be 
quite sure that there was nothing 
there that I should be sorry to give 
an account of should the Master 
come at once. It has been very help- 
ful to me from time to time through 
life, as opportunity has served to 
act in a similar way, and I have 
never been through my house from 
basement to attic with this object 
in view without receiving a great 
accession of spiritual joy and bless- 
ing.”’ 


GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE 

A remarkable book has been pub- 
lished in Germany on the psychology 
of Hit'er, (Das Spiel um Deutchland, 
by Fritz Hesse, 444 pp.), and the 
reviewers throughout Europe are 
rating it high, and giving credence 
to the thesis set forth. It is that 
Hitler was dominated by ‘‘hate- 
love’’ for England. 

Hitler admired Great Britain and 
her empire. His overriding ambi- 
tion was not to conquer the world 
for Germany alone bvt to divide it 
between the British Empire and a 
future German Empire (America 
seemed to be beyond his mental 
horizon). He never seems to have 
understood why his vision could not 
appeal to Britain. He did not un- 
derstand British honor and thought 
that England would never keep her 
pledge to Poland. When Chamber- 
lain did declare war, Hitler issued 
an order canceling the invasion of 
Poland and was forced back into the 


war only by Berndt and Ribbentrop 
who lied to him, saying that the 
Poles has massacred 300,000 Ger- 
mans in the first two days of the 
war. Hitler always intended to at- 
tack Russia, overthrow the Com- 
munist despotism and colonize the 
Ukraine. But his Russian campaign 
was subordinated by his desire to 
make peace with England, or force 
peace upon her, so that the world 
could at last be partitioned between 
the two great ‘‘Germanic races.’’ 
Hitler was extremely jealous of 
Churchill and every time the latter 
made a speech Hit'er literally had 
spasms. Hesse describes these out- 
breaks—Hitler would throw himself 
on the floor, foam at the mouth and 
complain of a heart attack. When 
he realized that defeat was inevi- 
table he lost his faith in the superi- 
ority of the Germans. They are, he 
said, ‘‘unworthy of me.’’ It was 
then he abandoned himself to the 
final frenzy of destruction. When 
he could destroy no more he de- 
stroyed himself. 

This book, hailed by the Man- 
chester Guardian, for example, as 
‘fone of the most interesting and 
important contributions to the. liter- 
ature of the Second World War,’’ 
is interesting to the student of the 
Word of God as well as to the his- 
torian. As we see the forces of 
Satan ‘‘the world rulers of this 
present darkness’ (Eph. 6:12 RSV), 
and know from the Scripture the 
hold of Satan over those who are 
not saved (2 Tim. 2:26), we are 
filled with a great awe at the won- 
der of the plan of God, the magnifi- 
eence of His omnivotence, His 
ability to work all things after the 
counsel of His wi!l and to make the 
wrath of men to praise Him. 





“lf the trumpet give an uncertain sound who 
shall prepare himself to battle” (1 Cor. 14:8). 





NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 2) 
Through the efforts of the Lathrops, the 
literacy rate has risen from zero to a place 
where large numbers of Tarascans can 
read and write. Crowning work of the 
Lathrops is translating the Scriptures into 

the Tarascan language. 

The editors feel a particular kinship to 
Mrs. Lathrop since she was the first mem- 
ber of this magazine’s editorial staff. 

* * * 

In the November issue we announced 
confidently that we'd begin a new Jungle 
Doctor book serially, commencing in the 
January issue. But we did not figure on 
the long delays of a three-cornered cor- 
respondence with Dr. Paul White, the 
author, in Australia and his British agent 
in London. The Jungle Doctor series will 
begin with the March issue—we hope. 

2,1 ___ 

ENDLESS HOPE 

O fear the Lord, ye His saints: for 
there is no want to them that fear Him. 
Psa. 34: 9 
The unwon treasures of God’s grace 
should stimulate endless hope, aspira- 
tion, and effort. Tomorrow shall be as 
this day, and much more abundant. 

That hope is folly, and worse, if cher- 

ished in regard to any life but a Chris- 

tian life. Not to cherish it in regard 
to the Christian life is to fall beneath 
our privileges, and to lose the unused 
abundance prepared for us by the 


Master. 
Alexander MacLaren 


————@q@e 


INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 
projected from Isaiah’s time to the 
time of John the Baptist, and thence 
to the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The fourteenth chapter of Isaiah, 
very important for our subject, con- 
tains an even more remarkable ex- 
ample of this double or triple appli- 
cation of a given passage. The 
prophet first writes of one who is 
called the king of Babylon (Isa. 14:4), 
which may have primary reference 
to the contemporary ruler of Baby- 


it is necessary to preach the gospel in such 
simple terms that a wayfaring man, though a 
fool, need not err therein. Too many ministers, 
trained in philosophy more than in Bible, cloud 
the gospel to the point that the hearers go 
away with nothing, or with positive error. 
“The angel of light,” as Satan is called, (2 Cor. 
11:14) loves flowery phrases that confuse. For 
the audience is left somewhat in the state of 
those Florida Crackers who heard Smathers, a 
candidate for the Senate in a torrid primary 
campaign, say of his opponent: “Are you 
aware that Claude Pepper is known all over 
Washington as a shameless extrovert? Not 
only that, but this man is reliably reported to 
practice nepotism with his sister-in-law, and 
he has a sister who was once a thespian in 
wicked New York. Worst of all, it is an estab- 
lished fact that Mr. Pepper, before his mar- 
riage, habitually practiced celibacy.” The lis- 
teners left the poitical meeting in somewhat 
the same confused state of mind that many 
people leave church. 


lon. We remember that Ezekiel’s 
vision began concerning an earthly 
ruler and then continued with a great 
revelation concerning the power be- 
hind that earthly throne. The Lord 
uses the same literary method in 
Isaiah where the more significant 
allusion is to the sinister power who 
uses earthly monarchs. We soon see 
that the Lord, who spoke indirectly 
to Satan through the serpent in 
Genesis (3:16). through Peter in the 
Gospels (Mt. 16:17), and through the 
king of Tyre in Ezekiel (28:12), is 
here speaking to Satan through the 
king of Babvlon. The scene is laid at 
the time of the end, when Satan shall 
be bound and his power broken. To 
the neonles who have known so much 
grief, the Lord says: “And it shall 
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come to pass in that day that the 
Lord shall give thee rest from thy 
sorrow, and from thy fear, and from 
the hard bondage wherein thou wast 
made to serve, that thou shalt take up 
this proverb against the king of 
Babylon, and say, How hath the 
oppressor ceased! the golden city 
ceased! The Lord hath broken the 
staff of the wicked, and the sceptre 
of the rulers. He who smote the 
people in wrath with a continual 
stroke, he that ruled the nations in 
anger, is persecuted, and none hind- 
dereth .. .” (Isa. 14:3-6). As a result 
of the binding of Satan, “the whole 
earth is at rest, and is quiet; they 
break forth into singing” (v. 7). The 
rulers of all ages who have preceded 
Satan in punishment see him arriving 
in the bottomless pit (cf. Rev. 20:3), 
and the scene is described as follows: 
“Hell from beneath is moved for thee 
to meet thee at thy coming: it stir- 
reth up the dead for thee, even all 
the chief ones [Heb. great goats!] of 
the earth; it hath raised up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations. 
All they shall speak and say unto 
thee, Art thou also become weak as 
we? art thou become like unto us? 
Thy pomp is brought down to the 
grave, and the noise of thy viols; the 
worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee” (Isa. 14:9-11). 
And to make the identity sure, Satan 
is directly addressed. “How art thou 
fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer [day 
star], son of the morning! how art 
thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations!” (v. 12). 

And then the scene is turned back 
to the beginning of Lucifer’s fall. His 
original high position is brought into 
sharp relief, and the words of his 
declaration of independence are pre- 
sented to us. “For thou hast said in 
thine heart, I will ascend into Heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God; I will sit also upon the mount 
of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the Heights 
of the clouds; I will be like the Most 
High” (vv. 13,14). Comparing this 
passage with the one in Ezekiel, it is 
evident that the origin of sin in the 
pride of Satan was soon followed by 
the outward manifestation of a re- 
bellion of his will against the will of 
God. 

It is of extreme importance that we 
catch the transition which comes with 
the introduction of this second will. 
It is now manifest that eternity has 
taken on a new aspect, or, to put it 
otherwise, that time is fully under 
wav. The ouality of eternity is the 
fact that there is but one will—the 
will of God. Then all was holy, all 
was righteous: there was no evil 
whatsoever. The quality of time is 
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helped shape my life” 





My years at Stony Brook were 
of great importance in shaping ay 
life, It was there that I became 
a Christian ... the direction of 
uy spiritual life was set ... There 
wy interest in science began to be 
formed which has led me into a 
career of teaching and researches. 
I owe a great debt of gratitude 
to Stony Brook os. 
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that there is more than one will. 
There came into the universe a sec- 
ond will, rising from the heart of 
Lucifer, the highest and most won- 
derful of all the created beings in the 
universe. In addition to the voice of 
God, there was now a second voice 
saying: “I will . . .” There was re- 
bellion; but, more important, back of 
the rebellion, there were two wills. 
That means conflict. It is possible to 
say that the shortest definition of sin 
is simply “I will . . .” It makes no 
difference who speaks the words. The 
will of God is a line of truth and 
goodness that is unbending. It moves 
straight and with certainty across the 
universe of space, time and thought 
Any variation from that will of God, 
be it only in the slightest fraction of 
a degree, causes a tangent of separa- 
tion and deviation—and that is sin. 
In the future the universe will get 
back to eternity; there shall be no 
more time, because there shall be no 
more deviation from the will of God. 
Christ shall put down all rule and al! 
authority and power. For He must 
reign until He hath put all enemies 
under His feet (1 Cor. 15:24, 25). 
Those of us in whom God plants 
eternal life are made partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world 
through wanting one’s own way (2 
Peter 1:4Gk.). We then are able to 
say from the heart that which no man 
who is not born again can say, name- 
ly, “Thy will be done .. .” 

When the second will appeared in 
the universe, God dealt with it im- 
mediately and with finality. We must 
admit at once that God could have 
destroyed the power of Satan in the 
very first moment of his rebellion had 
He so desired. To hold any other 
thought would be the denial of the 
omnipotence of God. Why then did 
God not strike down Satan’s rebel- 
lion with one great stroke, thus pre- 
venting the miseries and the catas- 
trovhes which have come out of that 
rebellion like hot lava out of a vol- 
cano, burning and destroying all in 
its path? 

In order to get the answer it is 
necessary to get God’s point of view. 
In the capital of the United States 
there is an obelisk more than five 
hundred feet hich in memory of the 
first president. If someone placed you 
with vour face six inches from the 
monument and told you to look at it. 
you would get an impression of a 
wall of stone, but little more. As you 
were led from it to obtain a proper 
perspective, the soaring needle point 
would take on quite different propor- 
tions in your mind and eye. So it is 
with the problem of Satan’s sin and 
rebellion. There are some scenes 
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which demand distance and angle if 
we are to appreciate their scope and 
grandeur. Satan recognized this 
principle for you will remember that 
he wook the Lord Jesus Christ up into 
a high mountain, and showed unto 
Him all the kingdoms of the world in 
a moment of time (Lk. 4:5). Every 
man must look at this problem either 
from the place of Satan’s choice or 
from that of God’s. If you are stand- 
ing on the mountain of Satan’s choice, 
your view is clouded by the mists and 
fogs which he causes to rise to hide 
those portions which are displeasing 
to him. If you are willing to be sub- 
jected to God Almighty, the Author 
of the universe, He will set your feet 
on the summit from which you can 
see the whole of His tremendous plan, 
and there will not be the slightest 
shadow to dim the vision. 

But be absolutely assured that the 
vantage point which God offers for 
the survey of the eternal plan cannot 
be reached except on God’s terms. It 
is totally impossible to comprehend 
spiritual things until you have been 
given a new spirit in the regenera- 
tion that God provides on the basis 
of the atoning death of Christ. If you 
will accept the divine verdict as to 
your own rebellious position and con- 
dition, and if you will accept the di- 
vine verdict that God is eternally 
satisfied with that which Jesus Christ 
accomplished in dying upon the cross 
as a substitute for you, bearing the 
stroke of wrath which was your due, 
then God will plant within you a new 
life and you will find that Christ 
JesuS is made unto you wisdom and 
righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30). The man 
who has thus trusted in Christ will 
be able to be lifted into the very 
mountain of God to see the plan of 
God. The man who rejects the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour 
is “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 
2:1). It is also true that the Christian 
who has been made a “partaker of the 
divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4), and who 
walks in his own will instead of in 
surrender to the will of God, is said 
to possess a spiritual astigmatism 
which makes him “blind,” so that “he 
cannot see afar off” (2 Pet. 1:9). 

From the mountain of God, how- 
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ever, we are able to see divine truth. 
He “hath raised us up together [with 
Christ] and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. 2:10). From this vantage point 
we can see and understand. 

We now look upon this question 
from the point of view of Heaven 
and from the outlook of eternity. 
Time shrinks into an_ insignificant 
moment between two eternities. We 
look back and realize that there was 
“a forever and forever and ever” be- 
fore God created Lucifer. We look 
into the future and we see that there 
will be another “forever and forever 
and ever,” after God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, has “put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For He must 
reign till He hath put all enemies 
under His feet” (1 Cor. 15:24, 25). 

What appears to us from our 
worm’s eye view of earth to be vast 
stretches of time, covering all the 
generations of man’s history and the 
ages of the earth, shrinks into a single 
moment between two eternities dur- 
ing which God is permitting evil to 
prevail for a brief space and out of 
which He shall bring a multitude of 
sons capable of sharing His glory and 
of ruling the universe from a position 
higher than that of Lucifer before his 
fall. And though these sons shall 
have a dignity and a glory far above 
that which Lucifer knew, and though 
they shall exercise powers and hold 
prerogatives far higher than those 
given to the first governor of the uni- 
verse, there shall never rise in any 
heart the thought of rebellion against 
the authority of God. If we are asked 
why we thus conclude, there are 
several answers. First, the old nature 
of Adam with its rebellious heart was 
judged at the cross of Christ; and at 
our death or at the transforming ap- 
pearance of Christ it ceases forever 
to have a place within us. Second, the 
new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), which 
made us partakers of the divine 
nature (2 Pet. 1:4), is a nature which 
cannot sin (1 John 3:9) for His seed 
remains in us. Lastly, if sin were ever 
to break out again it would demand 
another. atonement and the Scripture 
tells us that Christ having been raised 
from the dead, dieth no more, death 
hes no more dominion over Him 
(Rom. 6:9). 

Moreover, no son brought from the 
miry clay and made to stand upon 
the high rock. will ever wish to take 
any glory to himself, but will realize 
that all worship belongs to the God- 
head. No son, with the indelible 
memory that he was lifted from the 
pit of sin, will ever wish to arrogate 
to himself an authority which he 
knows belongs to the Creator alone. 
Thus God shall have with Him an 
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- infinite company of sons, ruling the 
universe for Him and giving all of 
the glory to Him. And though God 
may permit many of us—sons of 
Adam become sons of God—to create 
worlds and govern them before Him 
(and we do not put this beyond God’s 
plan and purpose), none of us will 
ever wish to take toll of the mer- 
chandise of authority that shall go 
down through us as we minister in 
His name, nor of the merchandise of 
worship that shall rise from those 
who have been put under our gov- 
ernment. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 


MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


other mathematically predictable pro- 
portion. Does this present chapter 
teach that there is a similarly pre- 
dictable outflow of evil in our des- 
cendants? Adam’s children would be 
all bad were it not for the interven- 
tion of grace, and though the iniquity 
of fathers is visited upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation, 
the showing of mercy is unto thou- 
sands [of generations] of them that 
love the Lord and keep His com- 
mandments (Ex. 20:5). 
Lord, may the inheritance of 
grace dominate. 





PRE-EMINENT IN PRIDE (49:3) January 12 
The RSV here gives the heart of the 
instability in the character of Reuben. 
What the KJV calls “excellency of 
dignity,” which might be considered 
as an admirable thing is none other 
than a pre-eminence of pride which 
is a Satanic thing. We are told in the 
New Testament that pride was the 
great sin of Satan (1 Tim. 3:6). It is 
possible that a first-born child may 
have its pride fattened in a greater 
extent than could be possible in 
younger children because the child 
is the center of so much attention, 
usually much more than is possible 
with later children. The only way in 
which pride can be overcome is for 
us to see our real size in comparison 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is when 
we see ourselves at Calvary that we 
can know what we really are, and 
then all of the glory goes to the Lord 
and in all things He takes the pre- 

eminence (Col. 1:18). 
Lord, cut us down to size. 


UNSTABLE AS WATER (49:4) January 13 

Instability is always due to sin. 
When an act of sin is committed it 
traces a groove in our nature. If this 
groove is retraced again and again, 
the character is molded in the form 
of our sinfulness. This is why it is so 
necessary to rush to God whenever 
sin has come into our life in order 
that the groove shall be filled with. 
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grace and other grooves drawn that 
shall be in the pattern of the divine 
will. Continuance in sin renders a 
man incapable of acting right because 
moral instability has become the pat- 
tern of living. The opposite of in- 
stability is to be seen in the apostle 
who wrote, “This one thing I do” 
(Phil. 3:13). This stability began with 
a forgetting of things that are behind 
and a reaching forth for the things 
that are before. 

Lord, make us stable. 


INSTRUMENTS OF CRUELTY (49:5) 
January 14 
The revision is clearer: “Weapons 
of violence are their swords.” Their 
father never forgot that these were 
the two sons who had tricked the men 
of Shechem into receiving circum- 
cision in order that they might mur- 
der all the men of the town. This they 
did in private vengeance toward a 


young man who had acted very hon- 
orably according to his lights. When- 
ever men come to the place where 
they give to. themselves the power of 


vengeance they are really taking the ° 


place of God. Their actions cry out, 


“God! You haven’t done anything 


about this matter, and these men did 
this to us! Don’t you understand, 
God? They did this to us. And if You 
don’t do something about it, we will 
do it ourselves.” And the result is 
murder. In the last analysis any sin 
of temper is anger at God. 

Lord, teach us how to crucify self. 


COME NOT INTO THEIR SECRET (49:6) 
January 15 
Again the revision is clearer: “O 
my soul, come not into their council; 
O my spirit, be not joined to their 
company; for in their anger they slay 
men, and in their wantonness they 
hamstring oxen.” What a dark picture 
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this gives us of the hearts of these 
two brothers. Swords out at all times! 
Men get in their way, they kill the 
men. Oxen are not as tractable as 
they desire, they strike at the tendon 
at the hock of the beast, crippling it 
cruelly. Be it said to the honor of 
Jacob that he recognized the evil in 
these sons and advised the others not 
to take their advice or follow their 
leadership. It is a strong and yielded 
parent who will clearly recognize the 
evil in his own child and will take 
sides with God and righteousness 
against his own children. It is not 
to be wondered that the Lord picked 
this deathbed scene from the life of 
Jacob as the supreme illustration of 
his faith, and calls this whole scene 
“worship” (Heb. 11:21). 
Lord, may righteousness rule 
over sentiment. 


CURSED BE THEIR ANGER (49:7) 
January 16 
We are inclined to punish our chil- 
dren when we find our own besetting 
sins in them. Many a parent has 
struck a child because he has seen a 
habit beginning which has dogged his 
own steps through the years. There 
is no record of temper in the life of 
Jacob; he seems to have been calm 
and even in his ways, and lived in 
the midst of a household of women 
with poise and equanimity. All the 
more wonderful, therefore, to see him 
judging most strongly a sin which had 
not been dominant in his life. Manv 
parents want to see their children 
possess the characteristics which they 
have found lacking in themselves— 
weak fathers want athletic sons, 
mothers who have not been popular 
want social popularity for their 
daughters. Jacob, by nature, could 
have enjoyed seeing strength and 
violence in his sons, but he loves 
righteousness more. 


Lord, may we ever accept the 


Spirit’s appraisal. 
THOU ART HE WHOM THY BRETHREN 
SHALL PRAISE (49:8) January 17 


The contrast between the older 
brothers and Judah is very great. In 
them there was nothing to praise; in 
Judah there is nothing mentioned of 
blame. Joseph had dreamed that his 
father and brethren should bow down 
to him, and this came to pass in Egynt, 
but Jacob now prophesies that all the 
brethren shall bow down to Judah. 
The reason for this, of course, is that 
Judah was the son through whom the 
line of the Messiah passed, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ was to come from 
his loins. Ultimately there can never 
be any praise except that which be- 
longs to God’s Son, our Saviour. If 
there is anything good in us, it is be- 
cause of Christ in us; if there is any- 
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thing bad, it is because of what we 
are in ourselves. Thus Judah was 
finding praise of his brethren because 
the Messiah would come from his line. 

Lord, form Christ in us. 


WHO DARES ROUSE HIM UP? (49:9) 
January 18 
What is spoken of Judah is a pro- 
phecy of our Lord. He is the “meek 
and lowly” Jesus (Mt. 11:29) in His 
first coming, but He will be the lion 
of the tribe of Judah in His return 
(Rev. 5:5). One of the most terrible 
words in the Bible is the little con- 
junction, till. The O.E.D. says that it 
denotes the continuance of the action 
or state expressed by the principal 
clause up to the time expressed by 
the dependent clause, usually imply- 
ing that the first action ceases and an 
opposite one begins. Thus (Mt. 12: 
20), “He shall not strive nor cry... 
a bruised reed He shall not break till 
He send judgment forth to victory.” 
Today the Lord calls in meekness, 
but the day shall come when His 
hand shall be on the neck of His 
enemies. 
Lord, may we be at peace with Thee. 


THE SCEPTRE SHALL NOT DEPART FROM 
JUDAH (49:10) January 19 
“Power belongs to God” (Psa. 62: 
11). “All power is given unto me,” 
Christ said (Mt. 28:20). There is 
nothing that has ever happened inde- 
pendently of God’s plan for the uni- 
verse through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All power is in the hands of Christ 
today even though evil may seem to 
reign in the world. The enemy, Satan, 
is a defeated being and all spoil of 
power and possession has been legally 
taken away from him (Col. 2:15), al- 
though the Lord has not yet put forth 
His hand to take hold of the admini- 
stration of the justice which shall one 
day be manifest. Satan has already 
had to confess that he cannot touch 
any child of God till he has permis- 
sion from God (Job 1:10). When the 
believer understands this he can live 
a life of relaxed confidence in the 

midst of the good fight of faith. 
Lord, make us confident in Thee. 


NOR A LAWGIVER FROM BETWEEN HIS 
FEET (49:10) January 20 

The revisions are better: “Nor the 
ruler’s staff from between his feet.” 
Again the Holy Spirit is taking the 
meaning far beyond Judah or the 
tribe of Judah, unto the lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The picture is that of a lion, gorged 
with his prey, crouching in his den 
with a scepter and a ruler’s staff be- 
tween his feet. No one dare disturb 
him. Woe to the man who goes 
counter to the plan of God as centered 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. He that 


despised Moses’ law died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses. 
How much worse punishment do you 
think will be deserved by the man 
who has spurned the Son of God, and 
profaned the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified, and out- 
raged the Spirit of grace? (Heb. 10: 
28, 29). The staff of the justice of God 
is firmly held by Christ, even as the 
scepter of rule is His. He both reigns 
and administers justice, and will bring 
all things to His goal for them. 

Lord, make us totally submissive to Thee. 


UNTIL SHILOH COME (49:10) January 21 
All scholars, including the most 
conservative, have agreed that this is 
a bad translation. Shiloh as a proper 
name was never suggested by any in- 
terpreter until 1534. From the most 
ancient times this passage has been 
accepted as referring to the Messiah. 
The margin of the ARV (1901), reads, 
“Till he come to Shiloh, having the 
obedience of the peoples.” James Orr 
points out that Shiloh is never a per- 
sonal name. The RSV greatly exalts 
Christ in adopting Orr’s explanation 
and translation, “until he comes to 
whom it belongs.” Well can we sing, 
“Fill up the roll of Thine elect, then 
take Thy power and reign.” The 
power is Christ’s. It may be usurped 
and exercised by Satan or by men, 
but the power is Christ’s. This verse 
is paralleled in Ezekiel (21:27) where 
God announces that He will overturn 
and ruin “until he comes whose right 

it is.” 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


UNTO HIM SHALL THE GATHERING OF THE 
PEOPLES BE (49:10) January 22 
The revisions are better: “Unto 
Him shall the obedience of the peoples 
be.” Today man follows his own de- 
sires. The greatest of all sins beyond 
question is to want one’s own way. 
To want one’s own way is worse than 
murder, worse than unbelief, for it is 
the source of these other lesser sins. 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way” (Isa. 53:6). When Adam sinned 
he declared his independence of God. 
When a soul comes back to God in 
Christ he declares his dependence 
upon God. But even though we have 
declared our dependence, we are not 
always obedient, and the unsaved are 
never obedient, for obedience begins 
with Christ. But when the Lord 
Jesus comes, power will be taken 
over by Christ, step by step, and ul- 
timately there will be no obedience 

except to Him. 
Lord, teach us full obedience. 


THE PEOPLES (49:10) January 23 
There came a moment in the life of 
Christ when He turned from Israel 
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and began to show judgment to the 
Gentiles (Mt. 12:18). Now He has set 
Israel aside, but He is coming to 
gather them again, and through them 
to administer the government of the 
world. That gathering will be “life 
from the dead” (Rom. 11:15). One of 
the most beautiful prophecies of 
Scripture describes this future: 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee . . . And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising . . . Then 
shalt thou see and flow together .. . 
the forces of the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee... . [They] shall fly as a 
cloud, and as the doves to their win- 
dows” (Isa. 60:1-8). Look to the fast- 
nesses of Africa, the millions of India 
and China, and the other dark places 
of the earth! Satan’s reign is tem- 
porary. The peoples shall one day 
obey Christ. 

Lord, we glory in Thy triumph. 


BINDING HIS FOAL TO THE VINE (49:11) 


His wounds would come forth His 

joy and ours. There can be no joy 

apart from the redemption which He 

has provided. It is in that crimson 
tide that our joy is made full. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the 

wine of Thy blood. 


HIS CLOTHES IN THE BLOOD OF GRAPES 
(49:11) January 26 

The Bible describes the Lord as 
trampling out the vintage where the 
grapes of wrath are stored. As it is 
possible to describe a man crushing 
grapes with furious vigor and laugh- 
ing at the same time, so the Bible 
describes the Lord Jesus as treading 
the winepress of the fierceness of the 
wrath of God (Isa. 63:3; Rev. 14:19), 
and then, splashed with the wine, 
coming forth with the shouting joy 
of the merrymaker. It is a frightful 
contrast, but I do not believe we can 
ever understand the righteousness of 
God, the love of-God and His hatred 
for sin if. we do not read it in terms 
of blood—His blood and the blood of 


His enemies. He went to the cross 


to furnish the wine of joy by the 

shedding of His blood, and He will 

come again to crush those who have 

refused Him and who have affronted , 
His people. 

Lord, we thank Thee for both parts 

of Thy plan. 


ZEBULUN SHALL DWELL AT THE HAVEN OF 
THE SEA (49:13) January 27 

Zebulun was to live by the sea and 
to provide an opportunity of haven 
for ships. One commentator says, 
“The Jews were never particularly 
enamored of seafaring life, but this 
reference clearly shows the possibil- 
ity of this method of living if they 
had been willing to seize upon it.” It 
is possible that the name Haifa de- 
rives from the Hebrew word for 
haven. There was no other real port 
in the land of Israel. There is a re- 
markable set of prophecies concern- 
ing the geographical changes that are 
to occur when the Lord comes again. 
His feet shall stand on the mount of 
Olives, and this mountain shall cleave 
into two parts (Zech. 14:4), and the 





In all the commentaries I have seen 
I have found no satisfactory explana- 
tion of this verse. What pleases me 
most, but I put it forth haltingly, is 
that the vine is Israel and the wild 
ass is Ishmael (Gen. 16:12 RSV). The 
Arab peoples which have been the 
great thorn in the flesh of Israel shall 
be brought back under guidance and 
leadership and shall have fulfilled in 
them the promises that were origi- 
nally made to Hagar for Ishmael. 
When we see the warfare between 
these two brothers in today’s news of 
Palestine, we can see how improb- 
able this is from a human point of 
view, but the Word of the Lord is 
sure, and all His prophecies shall 
come to pass. When Israel’s ways 
please the Lord He will make even 
their bitterest enemies to be at peace 
with them (Prov. 16:7). 
Lord, we hope in Thy Word. 


HIS GARMENTS IN WINE (49:11) 
January 25 
This symbolic language is beautiful. 
Wine, in the Word of God, is the 
symbol of joy (Psa. 104:15). The 
time of the gathering the grapes was 
a time of joy like our Thanksgiving 
Day. The grapes were brought to the 
vats and the men trampled them to 
bring forth the wine. Macaulay, in 
“Horatius at the Bridge.” describes 
the scene when the men had gone to 
battle: “This year the must shall 
foam, Round the white feet of laugh- 
ing girls, Whose sires have marched 
to Rome.” It was for such joy that He 
endured the cross (Heb. 12:2). It mav 
be hard to think of nails through the 
hands as joy, but the Lord Jesus 
Christ knew that from the wine of 
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sea shall come up to Jerusalem. A 
great river shall go forth from the 
temple in Jerusalem and flew down 
into what is today the Dead Sea, 
causing this to overflow into the 
ocean to the south (Ezek. 47:1-8), 
thus bringing a haven to all parts of 
the land. 

Lord, we are eager for Thy day. 


A STRONG ASS, CROUCHING DOWN (49:14) 
Janvary 28 


The original language is somewhat 
obscure. The RSV translates it: 
“crouching between the sheepfolds,” 
the ASV, still better, “couching be- 
tween the sheepfolds.” The picture 
is readily visible to any farmer in the 
orient. Between the sheepfolds was 
the place where the manure was 
flung, waiting for the day when it 
should be removed to the fields. The 
strong ass wanted a warm place to 
make his bed and chose this dung 
heap because of the warmth of the 
manure. Thus Jacob describes the 
character of this son who was willing 
to wallow in filth for his own com- 
fort. Could it be that this mentality 
set the tone for all of Israel when. 
four hundred years later, they cried 
out that they were willing to remain 
slaves in Egypt if only they could 
have the comforts of Egypt. 

Lord, give us the spirit of hardness. 


REST GOOD ... LAND PLEASANT... .- 
(49:15) January 29 

God help the man who becomes 
lazy and who allows himself to be 
conformed to this world. The farmer 
who said, “Soul, take thine ease” 
(Lk. 12:19), found that His Lord 
called him a fool, announcing that his 
soul would be required of him that 
very night. Laziness is one of the most 
terrible of sins because it is like a 
certain type of quick sand. It entraps 
the individual who lives in a world 
of delusion until it is too late. The 
Christian must not submit to day- 


dreams (2 Cor. 10:5). The Christian 
must not listen to those who tell him 
that he will “wear himself out.” The 
Christian life is a warfare. We must 
watch and pray lest we enter into 
temptation for the spirit is willing but 
the flesh is lazy by nature. I speak 
with great feeling on this matter for 
I know that, at heart, I am the laziest 
person on this earth and have had to 
drive myself ruthlessly for half - 
century lest I succumb to laziness. 
Lord, help us to redeem the time. 


HE BECAME A SERVANT UNDER TRIBUTE 
(49:15) January 30 
The ARV says he became “a serv- 
ant under taskwork,” and the RSV, 
best of all, says he became “a slave at 
forced labor.” How many a man is a 
slave at forced labor today because 
he lay down in the warmth of the 
manure pile when he was young. 
How many a student flunked Latin 2 
because he refused to grind into 
Latin 1. How many believers in 
Christ are forced to confess to the 
Lord that they have not been able 
to lay trfbute at the Lord’s feet be- 
cause they buried their talents in 
their formative years. There is no use 
crying over the past if you have al- 
ready cried it once to the Lord. “Of 
all sad words of tongue or pen, the 
saddest are, ‘It might have been.’” 
That is the remorse of the world, but 
the Lord can make your future 
bright from todav on with just the 
assets that you have todav if you 
will surrender them whollv. But oh! 
voung people! work for the night is 
coming. 
Lord, teach us true freedom 
through hardness. 


DAN .. . A SERPENT (49:16) January 31 

From the beginning the serpent has 
been a symbol of sin, from the days 
when Satan first appeared in the form 
of a serpent (Gen. 3:1), down to the 
end when he is cast out of Heaven 





The first time | went on a sound stage in Hollywood to pre- 
pare for motion pictures, | was told that | could not wear 
the white handkerchief which | had in my breast. pocket. It 
was white, and therefore would appear dirty when 
finished picture was presented. 1! 

learned the facts. The make-up artist took my handkerchief, 
and since there was no other to take its 7 

a cup of coffee, wrung it out,dried it, and put it back in my 
pocket. In the finished movie it appears white and clean. 
The world sees all things in the 
Righteousness becomes unrighteou: , 








46 


(Rev. 12:9). Our Lord spoke of the 
subtlety of the serpent, and said that 
we were to be as wise as serpents 
(Mt. 10:16). That wisdom, however, 
is not low cunning but “that spiritual 
shrewdness that is essential to ‘all 
life.” Dan used cunning and deceit 
and in the time of the judges Dan 
committed the worst sin that could 
have been committed by any of the 
people of God. The children of Dan 
set up graven images for themselves 
and chose men to be priests who were 
not of the house of Levi (Jud. 18). 
This departure caused God to curse 
Dan. As late as Amos the god of Dan 
was seen to be another than the true 
God (Amos 8:14), and it is for this 
reason that his tribe is not mentioned 
in the final and eternal time of bless- 
ing (Rev. 7). 

Lord, keep us from any departure. 





YOUR DESTINY 
(Continued from page 15) 


Affection of this sort is high and 
pure. The abnegation of it is so holy 
that it points to Bethlehem, where a 
greater than Jonathan and a King’s 
Son if ever there was one, stripped 
Himself of glory and of princely pre- 
rogatives, and stepped down from a 
throne. Jonathan indeed shows kin- 
ship with that other John who leaned 
on Jesus’ bosom and had read His 
deep heart-secret. for to his father, 
Saul, he spoke what seem prophetic 
words when boldly he warned him 
of the sin of hating David, which 
would involve him in the guilt of 
hating someone without a_ cause, 
and thus he would shed innocent 
blood. Indeed it looks as if the 
princely Jonathan were reading sin’s 
deep tragedy at close quarters as he 
watched the deterioration of his 
father through jealousy of David's 
rising star. 

Jealousy—that green-eyed snake 
that sends its poison through our 
individual and corporate Christian 
life—the pure-souled Jonathan beheld 
its ravages as few other men have 
done. He saw the havoc in his father’s 
soul, noble and magnanimous as once 
it was, from the day that he “eyed 
David” and resented the praise with 
which the women celebrated Jesse’s 
son. Watching all this, and standing 
in the painful necessity of being loyal 
to David and even rebuking his royal 
tather for his outrageous envy, Jona- 
than nobly played his part in a situa- 
tion of unparalleled delicacy. Once 
he felt compelled to protest his 
tather’s insensate fury against David, 
and in a public place, amid the 
courtiers at a banquet, Jonathan 
“arose from the table in fierce anger, 
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‘for he was grieved for David, because 


his father had done him shame.” 

Yet it was in that very context of 
pain and heartache that the character 
of Jonathan, reacting from repulsive 
jealousy in Saul, blossomed into the 
glory of a self-effacement such as 
men never saw again till Calvary. 
But here we see self-abnegation not 
as a pale, anemic thing—it is not 
merely negative. In Jonathan’s self- 
effacement, willing and delighted to 
be second, there is such passionate 
attachment to David as a kingly soul 
and such concern to see David hold 
the pre-eminence, as only Paul among 
Christ’s passionate lovers ever ap- 
proached. For the sake of gaining 
first place for his Lord in straitened 
hearts at Corinth, Paul could occupy 
the lowliest ground—if only those he 
loved were perfected. And this readi- 
ness to be second is perhaps the 
greatest need among Christians today. 

Yes, Jonathan truly is, as David 
said of him, a portrait of a soul in 
his high places. Not slain so much as 
sublimated was the self-life of this 
princely prince of Benjamin. But our 
last mention of him must bring forth 
a feature that is dear to God: Jona- 
than’s filial piety. The fifth command- 
ment was not suspended, nay but 
gloriously fulfilled in Jonathan’s ca- 
reer. He did honor to his father and 
mother. True, he withstood his sin- 
ning father in two painful encounters 
when withstand he must, but Jona- 
than went to the battle at his father’s 
side and by his father’s side he died. 
With insight that penetrated to the 
mercy of God in granting to his friend 
this crowning poetic justice, David in 
tearful gratitude acknowledged this 
as Jonathan’s (and also Saul’s) true 
destiny, that “in their death they were 
not divided.” 

Back we have come to the thought 
of destiny. We see a life-story fin- 
ished on a field of battle, and David 
celebrates the character of one who 
had made painful choices and had not 
hesitated, but had given all. Jonathan 
gave all, and Christ gave all. Watch- 
ing, we read in Jonathan’s career the 
kind of complication and entangle- 
ment that often baffles us and seems 
just too impossible. What if, as viewed 
from God’s side, this our human lot 
is just exactly the perfect stage and 
setting for a life conformed to the 
image of His Son? That is the goal 
on which the Father’s heart is set. 
The manly strength and high courage, 


the unflinching and unselfish loyalty : 
of Jonathan, and his unqualified en- | 


joyment of the second place, his swift 
maturity in love, his sacrificial fidelity 


DESTINY. 
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THE LORD’S COMING 
(Continued from page 11) 


ground, raising of crops; there will 
be marriage, increase in population, 
death. Amos speaks of the plowman, 
of planting, the vineyards, the mak- 
ing of gardens, and eating of their 
fruit (Amos 9:13-15). That this re- 
fers to the millennium is made clear 
because the promise is related to the 
final regathering from which there 
will be no more plucking up out of 
the land (Amos 9:15). If this is true, 
there must be a body of saints in the 
flesh, not resurrected, and not trans- 
lated to perform natural functions. 
Further, this body must be on earth 
at the time of the Lord’s coming to 
establish His kingdom on earth. But, 
according to the 1 Corinthians pas- 
sage, all the living saints at the Lord’s 
coming for the church are translated, 
leaving no redeemed to fulfill a nat- 
ural function on earth. The only way 
both concepts can be fulfilled is for a 
considerable time interval—the seven 
years anticipated in Daniel 9:27—to 
elapse between the translation of the 
saints of this age and the return of 
the Lord to establish His kingdom. 
In this period a new generation of be- 
lievers can be formed. In other words 
the passage in 1 Corinthians is left 
without an adequate interpretation 
unless Christ comes for His own be- 
fore the tribulation. 

Posttribulationists have no exvlan- 
ation of this problem and usually 
choose to ignore it. The truth is that 
the great Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament dealing with the re- 
turn of the Lord to establish His 
kingdom at the end of the tribulation 
never speak of any translation at that 
time at all. The saints on earth who 
greet the Lord on that occasion re- 
main on the earth, remain in the 
flesh and enter the millennial king- 
dom as either redeemed Gentiles or 
redeemed Israel. By contrast, the 
redeemed of this present age are 
translated, changed and caught up to 
glory. 

In view of this tremendous revela- 
tion, the apostle concludes the section, 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 
forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 15:58). Our hope is trans- 
lation, not resurrection; the coming 
of. the Lord, not the tribulation. 


Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled 


Probably the first recorded revela- 
tion clearly distinguishing the 
translation of the saints from the 


even to exacting parents (and those, establishment of the kingdom on 


perhaps, unsaved) —THIS IS YOUR 


earth after the tribulation is found 
in John 14 in the tender context of 





the upper room. Peter had just been 
informed that he would deny his 
Lord thrice. All were troubled at the 
Lord’s words, “Whither I go ye can- , 
not come” (John 13:33). Then came 

the comforting exhortation, “Let not . 
your heart be troubled” (John 14:1). 
They are exhorted to believe in God 
and believe in Him. Simply the Lord 
unfolds the tremendous revelation: 
“In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also” (John 
14:2,3). Here is the explanation of 
why they could not follow Him now 
and why He was going to leave them. 
He was coming back to take them to 
the prepared place in the Father’s 
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house. What a contrast this is to the 
Jewish expectation understood by the 
disciples! The Jews were loeking for 
an earthly kingdom promised by the 
prophets. Christ was to rule on the 
throne of David on earth. But this 
was different. Christ was going to 
take His own to Heaven, to the 
Father’s house. This was to be their 
expectation as believers in this pres- 
ent age. With this they were to com- 
fort their hearts and for this they 
were to wait. 

In the light of the later revelation 
given in Thessalonians and Corin- 
thians, it should be evident that we 
have here a parallel passage. Christ 
is speaking of the time of the trans- 
lation of the saints. Obviously the 
disciples could not go to the Father’s 
house apart from such a transfor- 
mation of body and spirit. The im- 
portant fact was that the Lord was 
coming for them and the time of 
separation, however long, was only 
temporary. 

In Thessalonians it was revealed 
that the translated and resurrected 
saints would meet the Lord in the 
air. In John we learn where they go 
from that meeting place. They go to 
Heaven to the Father’s house. The 


place has been prepared by the lov- 
ing Bridegroom for His bride. How 
fitting to leave behind the wor'd with 





its cares and sins and to be taken into 
the glorious presence of the Father’s 
house. Those who believe the Church 
will go through the tribulation think 
otherwise, however. For them the 
meeting in the air is just a momen- 
tary event followed by immediate 
return to the earth with the Lord to 
establish His kingdom and destroy 
His enemies. The Church corporately 
for them never goes to Heaven at all. 
If they are right, the place prepared 
in the Father’s house will never be 
used by the resurrected and trans- 
lated Church. Instead the Church 
will be plunged immediately into the 
millennial earth and afterward into 
the newly created new Heaven and 
new earth. How much better the in- 
terpretation that gives full luster to 
the hope of the imminent return of 
Christ as an event before the time of 
tribulation with its provision for the 
refuge in Heaven while the storms of 
divine wrath purge the earth and fit 
it for the millennial state. Such, a 
hope brings solace to hearts wounded 
by separation and longing for the face 
of the Beloved. There is no cloud 
between, no wearisome events of 
ominous proportions standing between 
us and that glad moment. In the 
twinkling of an eve the transcending 
event is accomplished and the Church 
is forever with the Lord. 
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Successful Alumni 


STERLING COLLEGE 


S. A. Edgar, graduate of Sterling College, is an 
associate animal pathologist at Alabama Polytechnic 

* Institute. He received his M.S. at Kansas State and 
Ph.D. at the U. of Wisconsin. In World War I! he served 
as chief of the Entomology and Parasitology departments 
of the 19th Medical General Laboratory in Manila, and 
Malariologist for the Western Pacific Theatre. 


“It gives me great pleasure,” says Mr. Edgar, “to 
recommend Sterling College. If I were to repeat my 
educational program, I would still prefer to spend all 
or at least a part of my undergraduate training at a 
school such as Sterling. It is my general impression that 
graduate students, who have had training at a small 
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day problems.” 
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Every Man That Hath This Hope 

The truth of the Lord’s coming was 
intended to be a comfort, an exhorta- 
tion, and a hope that quiets troubled 
hearts. In 1 John we have further 
truth as a counterpart to that re- 
vealed in the Gospel: “Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure” (1 John 
3:2-3). What a prospect! We shall be 
like Him when we see Him. This is 
not a reward for long toil and walk- 
ing the weary road. This is the love 
token of a Bridegroom to the bride. 
The transformation of which Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians 15 is to trans- 
figure the bride until she, like the 
Bridegroom, is altogether lovely and 
without a trace of sin or disfigure- 
ment. This is not merely a sentiment, 
an ecstacy of anticipation. This is a 
purifying hope. “Every man_ that 
hath this hope in him purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure.” 

As in the other passages considered, 
the imminency of the Lord’s coming 
is that which underlines and empha- 
sizes the meaning of the exhortation. 
It is because it is a moment-by-mo- 
ment expectation that the believer is 
exhorted to holiness. It is as if a dis- 
tinguished guest is expected at any 
moment. Everything must be in or- 
der and spotless. There will be no 
time for preparation when He comes 
Not only is there the customary 
cleaning, but as the moments of wait- 
ing continue there is the constant 
reinspection to be assured that all is 
in order. If it were known that the 
guest would not arrive for days or 
months or years, there would be no 
need of vigilance. It is the imminency 
of His coming that determines the 
urgency for preparation. 

So it is with the coming of the 
Lord. Many there are for whom this 
hope is dim and distant. By reason 
of theology or unbelief they are as- 
sured that there is yet plenty of time 
for preparation. Much must inter- 
vene first before the Guest comes. For 
such His coming is not a purifying 
hope. But, “Every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure.” Those who really be- 
lieve in the imminent coming of the 
Lord are more mindful of their pur- 
ity than of anything else, more eager 
to see His face than to participate in 
things of the earth. So may it be with 
us. May the coming of the Lord be a 
blessed hope, a purifying hope, a 
comforting hope, a stedfast hope, a 
ray of light in a dark world, the path 
to glory. ENpD 
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reason for my 


peace of mind 


--. a regular, dependable 





income from Moody Annuities.”’—miss m.s.m. 


Knowing that contentment and financial 
worries do not go hand in hand, and also 
that anxiety is almost certain to increase 
in the later years of life unless provision 
is made to assure a regular return to take 
care of her material needs, Miss M.B.M. is 
placing her money periodically in Moody 
Annuities. She is enjoying a dependable 
semi-annual return from each annuity 
that she has taken out, plus the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that her money has been 
gainfully employed as a means of spread- 
ing the gospel . . . through training con- 
secrated young lives for full-time Christian 
service. 


By placing your money in Moody Annui- 
ties Now you will be assured of a regular, 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY ) 
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generous, GUARANTEED return for the rest 
of your life. Moody Annuities are com- 
pletely dependable . . . for more than 45 
years no annuitant has failed to receive his 
check . . . IN FULL, and ON TIME! 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE fo have a share 

in the great work of Moody Bible Institute, 
and at the same time receive regular 

checks for the rest of your life, send this 
coupon for your copy of “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS” 
... which gives you full details of the 


—_ 
MOODY ANNUITY PLAN. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Stewardship Department 
820 North LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dept. ET 16 


Please send me full details of the Moody Annuity 
Plan. I understand that this incurs no obligation on 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 


9th and South Carolina Ave., $.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 
condom MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 1S 
PREACHED 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 





THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 Seuth Chelsea Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKELL, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 7:30 P.M. 
In all things exalting Christ. 
Ample Free Parking Next to Church 





NEW YORK, N. Y. 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
7%h and 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of 
New York 

Morning Worship— 11 A.M. 
Evening Worship—7:30 P.M. 








BOUND VOLUMES... 


of the 1953 issues 
of ETERNITY are 
now available 


A limited supply of these bound 
volumes for 1953 has been pre- 
pared. These twelve issues, bound 
in handsome red buckram and let- 
tered in gold, will make a useful and 
beautiful addition to your library. 


Price $6.00 each 
Postpaid 
Send your order with remittance to 
Circulation Department 
ETERNITY 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa 








PAS-CAL VITAMINS AND MINERALS 


Multi-Vitamins (9 Vit.-6 Min.).. 








Iron and B* With Liver... 
Vitamin A Capsules—25,000_ ‘USP... 
Vitamin B* Tablets—25 MG..... 
Vitamin C Tablets—100 MG... 
Vitamin C Tablets—250 MG... 
Vitamin E Capsules—30 Int. Units... 
Vitamin E Capsules—50 Int. Units... 
Bone Calcium Tablets With Vit. D. 
Multi-Minerals (10 Min,) sil 
B® (Crystalline) and Folic Acid................ 


Dietary Supplement—32 Elements—270 Tablets 
(Unit of 3 Bottles—1 of Multi-Vit.— 
2 of Multi-Min.) 





(To Ministers: 15% Discount on all Products) 
3% sales tax im Calif. Agents wanted. 


PAS-CAL COMPANY, Box 203-E Altadena, Cal. 
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THE INDISPENSABLE BOOK 
(Continued from page 7) 

And most stupendous of all is this 
word: “1 and my Father are one.” Do 
you know Jesus Christ as more than 
whe greatest of men? Is He for you 
une very living God, so that with 
thomas you can say of Him, “My 
Lord and my God”? 

‘he Bible is the indispensable 
Book, because it presents Jesus 
Christ, the living Son of the living 


God. The heart of its message is. 


neither law nor morality, poetry nor 
history; it is the gospel, the good 
news, the proclamation that the same 
Jesus who shed His blood on Calvary 
for the forgiveness of our sin is alive 
and able to give life to all who be- 
lieve on Him. 

One winter day a prominent Chi- 
cago attorney stopped in front of the 
window of an art shop to look at a 
fine reproduction of one of the mas- 
terpieces of painting—a picture of the 
crucifixion. As he stood there, he 
noticed a ragged lad by his side. Cur- 
ious to know the boy’s understanding 
of the picture, he asked: “Sonny, 
what does it mean?” 

The boy looked up and said ser- 
iously: “Why, mister, don’t you know? 
That man on the eross is Jesus. Them 
guys are the Roman soldiers. The 
things in their hands are spears. That 
woman cryin’ there is His mother, 
and . . . and they crucified Him.” 

Much moved, the attorney gave the 
boy a pat on the shoulder and walked 
on. He turned the corner, and in the 
middle of the next block he felt a tug 
at his sleeve. Looking down, he saw 
the same boy who had answered his 
question. “I forgot to tell you, mis- 
ter,” the boy said, “He rose again.” 

That was the point of the. story. 
And it is the point of the Bible. This 
is the indispensable Book, because in 
its pages God recommends His léve 
toward us in the Person and work of 
His own Son who died and rose 
again. 

In one of John Masefield’s works 
there is this bit of dialogue: 

“Do you think He is dead?” asked 
Pilate’s wife of the Roman soldier. 

“No, Lady, I don’t.” 

“Then where is He?” 

“Alive in the world teday, Lady, 
where neither Roman nor Jew can 
stop Him.” 


Vv 


When we realize that fact, that 
Jesus Christ is alive in the world 
today, when we make Him our own 
by faith, then we have an allegiance 
that transcends all others. Said Stone- 
wall Jackson of General Robert E. 
Lee, whom he admired and revered 
above all other men: “Lee is a 


phenomenon. He is the only man I 


could follow blindfold.” In a _ far 
higher sense that is what the living 
Lord is for every Christian. He is the 
only One whom we may follow in the 
darkness of this troubled and chaotic 
world with the absolute and complete 
certainty that He will bring us 
through to light and life. 

“If you can show me one place in 
the Bible,” declares one of our great 
preachers, “where it says, ‘Believe in 
Christ tomorrow,’ or ‘Repent and be 
saved tomorrow,’ I would have no 
gospel to preach.” 

My friends, remember this. Every 
Bible is an inspired witness, a silent 
sermon, above all, an invitation from 
God Himself to have life in His Son 
—not tomorrow but today, here and 
now. May the Word of God be for 
everyone of us the indispensable 
Book of -light and life, wherein we 
shall see daily and by faith the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

END 





TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 5) 
the conservative forces of West Ger- 
many. The Jesuits who make Aden- 
auers policies have been greatly 
strengthened in the Rhineland. In 
England, a queen was crowned, and 
rationing was lightened. 

Behind the Iron Curtain great un- 
rest has been manifested. The East 
Germans showed that the power of 
Russia could be challenged. Wide- 
spread strikes brought all industry to 
a standstill. The U. S. radio services: 
kept the Germans informed of the 
progress of the strikes, and tens of 
thousands of people marched upon 
Berlin. Eisenhower made the mag- 
nificent gesture of offering free food 
parcels to all who came into the U. S. 
zone of Berlin. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of people came for this food 
and the Russians, in spite of the use 
of force and guile, were unable to 
cope with the situation. 

In Russia itself the news of the 
year was the death of Stalin. The late 
dictator, in one sense, could be called 
the man of the year, for, as in the 
case of Samson, the effects of his 
passing were almost greater than the 
effects of his living. The struggle for 
the power of his succession has been 
a gigantic one. No single figure has 
been played up, and the pictures of 
Stalin are rapidly disappearing from 
view. Beria, police chief who had 
been thought of as a possible dictator, 
found himself captured, imprisoned 
and awaiting trial for treason, in spite 
of the large force of his own secret 
police which he had built up. Mal- 
enkov seemed to be the leading con- 
tender for power, but there was a 
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_ quesiion that a triumvirate might be 


sharing the power, with the decisive 
struggle for control yet ahead. 

The explosion of a hydrogen bomb 
by Russia was confirmed by Amer- 
ican intelligence in the middle of 
August. This event must be con- 
sidered as a possibility for the most 
important event of the year. 

In the United States a Republican 
administration took over. The people 
generally were apathetic about world 
affairs, with the apathy that goes 
with great prosperity. Judged by the 
newspapers and magazines the most 
important news event of the year 
would seem to have been the Kinsey 
Report Sexual Behavior in the Hu- 
man Female. 

On the same day that the Kinsey 
Report received its initial. propo- 
ganda, the wires of the news services 
carried the information that Russia 
had exploded her first hydrogen 
bomb. The leaders of the American 
government have shown real concern 
about this enormous fact. As one 
paper editorialized, “Given the 
enormous destructive potency of the 
atom and hydrogen bombs, and the 
knowledge that Russia has solved the 
principle of both, there can be only 
fleeting comfort from the fact that 
the U. S. stockpile of bombs is cur- 
rently bigger than the Russian. If 
x number of bombs will cripple a 
nation, it will be of small importance 
whether the U. S. has x plus 2,000 
and the Russians have only x plus 
one.” 

If we look through all phases of our 
national life for the past year, per- 
haps the outstanding event will be 
the direction of our foreign policy by 
John Foster Dulles. At this point let 
me confess to a major misjudging of 
a man, offer an apology and announce 
a complete reversal of opinion con- 
cerning Mr. Dulles. In 1948 I ex- 
pressed in these columns the opinion 
that the election of Dewey seemed to 
be urgently needed, but that the one 
reason why I was frightened at the 
prospect of his entrance into the 
White House was that he would prob- 
ably put Dulles in our foreign office. 
After Dewey’s unexpected defeat I 
took the absence of Dulles from polit- 
ical life as the one crumb of comfort 
in the continuation of Truman in the 
presidency. 


Events have proved me.. wildly 
wrong. Dulles has stepped into*’the 
scene of world events and has proven 
himself to be one of the greatest 
heads of the State Department in 
American history. He has left no 
doubt whatsoever in a world of wav- 
ering and vacillation, that the United 
States is willing to enter a strong 
claim for the position of moral lead- 
ership. The mass-production revolu- 
tion which has made this the greatest 
industrial nation in the world has put 
us in the position of the most power- 
ful nation in the world. Such a nation 
should exercise moral leadership as 
well as make the motions of power 
politics. Mr. Dulles has boldly en- 
tered the world situation with strong 
statements for moral leadership on 
general Christian principles. 

Let me quote from a news report 
of a Dulles speech before the United 
Nations:. “Last week John Foster 
Dulles, with the help of his enemies, 
made a lot of progress in clarifying 
the U. S. idea. He told the UN 
Assembly that the U. S. acts on the 
idea that the final policy is the moral 
law, which the Creator legislated by 
making men the way they are. Since 
this idea is explicit in the first Amer- 
ican document, the Declaration of 
Independence, the utterance of the 
Secretary of State, considered by it- 
self, was scarcely spot news. 

“The news comes out of the con- 

text of ‘the time. Many leaders in 
philosophy and politics deny (1) the 
existence of the moral law, or (2) its 
relevance to politics. They recoil from 
what they call the ‘absolutism’ of any 
political system that claims any con- 
nection with standards beyond man’s 
capacity to repeal. They point to the 
thousands of arrogant and wrong- 
headed politicians who claimed to be 
the voices of God. 
“The Basis of Freedom. In politics, 
the Christian emphasis on humility is 
a warning against putting God on any 
banner; men know or at least feel the 
moral law, but they cannot always be 
certain how it applies to specific situ- 
ations. Men are compelled to seek 
the truth, and counseled to be humble 
about assuming that they have found 
it. 

“In his speech to the UN, Dulles 
coupled the strongest recent U. S. 
statement of belief in absolute mor- 
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‘something NEW 


added | Our cuuse presented, , 
to _ plus the Gospel in 
our SERMON, SONNET -. 
organization a 


Rev. Robert E. Mortensen, success- 
ful pastor and evangelist, talented singer and 
Poet, has joined our staff as Field resenta- 
tive. He has an unusual program t your 
a will greatly enjoy. 

In addition to the story of our 
ministry to Jews and a strong message from 
God’s Word, Mr. Mortensen’s presentation 
includes Gospel solos and readings of poems. 

Would you like to have Mr. Mor- 
tensen visit your church or missionary group? 
Write for dates. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 

728 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
A world-wide faithful Christian Witness 
to the Jews 
Our publication, ISRAEL MY GLORY, heart- 
warming, challenging, instructive. Sent free on 








request. 
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because of its 


&iblical courses 


Year after year more students 
say the Biblical content of its 
curriculum was the determinative 
factor which led them to choose 
Dallas for seminary training. 











This Biblical emphasis grows out 
of the Dallas motto—‘*Preach 
the Word"'(2 Tim. 4:2). The entire 
course is Bible-centered and the 
entire Bible is studied in class in 
the Bible Exposition department. 
APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAIN- 


ING. For free literature, catalog 
write to The Registrar: 
3909 Swiss Ave. 
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aide, practical nurse or infant nurse. Men 
and women, 18- 60. High school not required! si- 
cians endorse course; graduates get jobs" quickly. sy 
payments; earn as you learn. Trial plan. 55th year. 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Jackson 4 


Dept. 201, 25 














WHEATON COLLEGE 


Summer 
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Fer the trip of a lifetime—visit the Holy Land on 
the Wheaton College Bible Lands Summer Tour. 


Enjoy the activity (or inactivity) of an ocean voyage. 
Plenty to do, if you wish, or plenty of time to relax 
in a deck chair, if you prefer. 


Lectures on shipboard every morning to prepare for 
the sightseeing ahead. Afternoons and evenings 
free for rest, fellowshi ding, or for orchestral 
concerts, deck tennis, shuffleboard, and other ship 
activities. 


See Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Nazareth, Sea 
of Galilee, Athens, Rome, and the other significant 
Biblical sites. 

Planned by these who know the Bible Lands— 
Dr. Joseph Free, Prof of Archaeology at 
Wheaton College, has also planned this Ninth 
Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise. 
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to 42 people. 
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ality as the basic standard of politics 
with the humblest recent U. S. denial 
that it believes in its own omnis- 
cience. ‘We are ready to learn from 
others. Also we recognize that our 
views may not always prevail. When 
that happens, we shall regret it, but 
we shall not sulk. We shall try to 
accept the result philosophically. We 
know that we have no monopoly of 
wisdom and virtue. Also we know 
that sometimes time alone proves the 
final verdict.’ 

“Politically, the Christian insistence 
on absolute standards and the Chris- 
tian insistence that man is a frail and 
erring creature came together in the 
idea of freedom: since he is free to 
save or lose his soul, he ought also 
to be able to influence the lesser mat- 
ter of his political destiny . . . 


“The Relevance of Religion. Does it 
follow that the U. S. is therefore com- 
mitted to a holy war for the liberation 
of all peoples? Dulles explicitly de- 
nied this, as a commitment or a pol- 
icy. Yet he warned the Communists 
that their enslaved peoples always 
seek political freedom, because the 
springs of freedom well from the 
universal human spirit. He rejoiced 
that the U. S. example encourages 
resistance to tyranny, and he stands 
ready to assist such _ resistance 
wherever, in the circumstances, he 
prudently can. 

“In this great speech, Dulles voices, 
without arrogance or belligerence, an 
undying opposition to Communism 

. One measure of Secretary Dulles 
as the champion of a moral order in 
politics is the rising opposition to him. 
For weeks the British, soaked in the 
politics of expediency, have been 
working behind the scenes to unseat 
Dulles. After Dulles’ speech Clement 
Atlee struck a public blow, professing 
to find ‘certain tendencies toward in- 
tolerance’ in the U. S. approach. At- 
lee is still glowing from a visit to 
Communist Yugoslavia. No Com- 
munist sympathizer, Atlee yet feels 
compelled to find some good in Com- 
munism before he can cooperate with 
it . . . Dulles can do business with 
Tito without giving an inch in his 
absolute opposition to what Tito 
stands for . . 

“On the day that Dulles spoke, the 
conspicuously unhumble Nehru rose 


in the Indian parliament to denounce 


U. S. policy. He calls it ‘a narrow ap- 
proach which considers everything in 
terms of black or white with an ele- 
ment of dogmatic fervor, something 
resembling the old approach of big- 
oted religion.’ Nehru said that re- 
ligion was all right in private life or 
ethics which should be left out of 
politics. 


“Not even Molotov or Vishinsky 
ever publicly accused U. S. leaders 
of suffering from Christianity. Per- 
haps the fact was not apparent until 
Dulles, in idea and action, made it 
clear.” 

The important news stories of the 
year must be limited to the death of 
Stalin, the Korean truce, the Russian 
explosion of the hydrogen bomb and 
Dulles’ declaration of foreign policy, 
taking a bold moral leadership in the 
world of today. After a thoughtful 
consideration of these events and 
their ramifications Dulles’ speech 
must take its place as the most im- 
portant event of 1953. 

It is true that a biblical theologian 
would differ in some points from the 
theology of Dulles’ expression. But in 
a world that is on the brink of a 
precipice, and that is caught between 
two vast forces possessing hydrogen 
bombs, an expression of politica. 
morality in terms that recognizes 
Christian ethics cannot be underesti- 
mated. Dulles’ speech before the UN 
lets every pagan know that the 
American missionaries preaching the 
gospel throughout the world today, 
are from a country that is willing to 
express its faith in international mat- 
ters in terms that relate to the right- 
eousness which the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ demands 
of individuals and nations. The fact 
that nations, on the whole, reject 
Christ, and that our nation, in many 
departments of its national life be- 
lies any Christian testimony, does not 
minimize the testimony to Christian 
ethics which has been sounded forth 
from a high pulpit before the whole 
world. 

It is because of this testimony that 
we must call Dulles the man of 1953. 
The only other possible candidates 
are Stalin, for dying, Malenkov, for 
stepping into a ready-made position 
of power which he has neither con- 
solidated nor attempted to use, and 
Eisenhower for taking over the presi- 
dency. None of these men has per- 
formed a newsworthy act so pro- 
foundly affecting the lives of so many 
millions of people. For if the smaller 
nations may take a little hope, even 
for a moment, and if Russia can be 
deterred from aggression, even for a 
moment, the saving is incalculable. 

Thousands of devout Christians 
have been obeying the injunction of 
God (1 Tim. 2:1-3) by praying “for 
rulers, for all in authority: that we 
may lead a quiet and peacable life in 
all godliness and honesty.” The Lord 
God has eminently used John Foster 
Dulles in answering that prayer dur- 
ing 1953. 

Enp 
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NEW CHAIRMAN OF CBMCI INDUCTED INTO OFFICE 








(Left to right) T. E. McCully, Milwaukee business man, newly elected chairman of the 
Christian Business Men‘s Committee International, receives the gavel from Waldo 
Yaeger of Toledo, retiring -president. Don Mott, Orlando, Fla., insurance man, was 
elected vice-chairman. 


(Continued from page 20) 

“Bishop Oxnam wasn’t charged with 
being a Communist, but by his relation- 
ship to many Communist organizations 
he had been aiding Communism,” the 
preacher said. “I don’t think anyone can 
come to any other conclusion.” 

He noted that at the end of the Con- 
gressional hearing, Rep. Clyde Doyle, 
Democrat of California, said: “We have 
tied him (Bishop Oxnam) up with a lot 
of organizations that we know have been 
identified as Communist fronts.” 

Dr. Muntz, who is a past president of 
the Conservative Baptist Association of 
America, said of Oxnam: “In spite of 
his protests his record shows that he has 
consistently championed the socialistic 
principles of Karl Marx.” 

He charged that Oxnam in 1951, in a 
letter to member churches of the World 
Council of Churches, used some of Karl 
Marx’s own words: “from each, according 
to his ability, to each according to his 
need,” a saying which the bishop added 
“has its roots in the teachings of Jesus.” 

Muntz said that Jones, author and 
missionary, “is doing American Chris- 
tianity untold harm by turning the ener- 
gies of tens of thousands of Christian 
workers from their God-appointed task 
to a Fabian ideal that can only pave the 
way for Communist penetration.” 

He observed that Dr. Jones, while 
“well intentioned,” has written “friendly” 
lines about Russia and quoted one from 
“Christ’s Alternative to Communism” to 
the effect that “God reached out and put 
his hand on the Russian Communists to 
produce a juster order and to show a 
recumbent church what it has missed in 
its own gospel.” 

Muntz said that Dr. Claude C. Williams 
of Birmingham, Ala., headed the People’s 
Institute of Applied Religion, branded 
by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee “as one of the most vicious 
Communist organizations in the coun- 


try.” 
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Quoting a published statement of Dr. 
Williams as saying, “Denominationally 
I am a Presbyterian, religiously a 
Unitarian and politically I’m a Com- 
munist,” Dr. Muntz said that the mini- 
ster was convicted by his own words. 


1300 Attend CBMC Conclave 

A record of more than 1,300 delegates 
and guests attended the 16th annual 
convention of Christian Business Men’s 
Committee International in Chicago at 
the Hotel Sherman. 

Business highlights included the elec- 
tion of T. E. McCully, Milwaukee, as 
CBMCI chairman; Don Mott, Orlando, 
Fla., vice-chairman; and Ralph H. Eaton, 
Phoenix, Ariz., secretary-treasurer. Mc- 
Cully is vice-president and general 
manager of the Carpenter Baking Co., 
Mott is owner of the Don Mott Insurance 
Agency, and Eaton owns the Eaton Fruit 
Co. 

Four new directors, in addition to 
R. G. LeTourneau and Mott, were named 
to the 15-man board. They included 
Earl C. Helfrick, Cleveland; Edward L. 
Klemm, Toronto; Richard Woike, New 
York; and Gerald Smith, Calgary, Al- 
berta. Smith replaced Dr. Nelse F. 
Ockerblad, Kansas City, Mo., who re- 
signed because of illness. 

The 1955 convention was voted to 
Miami. The 17th annual convention will 
be held in Los Angeles, October 13-17, 
1954. 


New Restrictions in Colombia 

A Baptist church at Leticia, Colombia, 
has been ordered closed and eleven 
Protestant missionaries have been ex- 
pelled from Choco Province in a new 
move to restrict Protestant missionary 
activities in that country, the National 
Association of Evangelicals said in 
Washington. 

At the same time, 110 Protestant mis- 
sion schools with an enrollment of 3,343 


* students have been forbidden to open 
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IN THE SERVICE... 
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50,000 
served annually 
at Victory Center 
in Chicago 
Here in Chicago, at the crossroads of the na- 
tion, the Christian Business Men’s Committee 
provides a pleasant stopping-off place for boys 
in the service, offering many facilities for their 
comfort and enjoyment. 
Perhaps your own son, a neighbor lad, or a 
relative has enjoyed a snack or a warm meal in 
our FREE canteen . . . relaxed in our game 
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service. All are reached with the gospel . . . 
many find Christ daily. 
Victory Center in Chicago is reaching boys 
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for the fall term, according to Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor, the Association’s zoe 
secretary. He added that the Evangelical 
Federation has been obliged to stop con- 
struction on two new church buildings 
in the Magdalena Valley. 

The new difficulties spring from an 
order of the Colombian government 
closing nearly two-thirds of the country 
to Protestant mission activities, Taylor 
said. The order was issued by the secre- 
tary general of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, he said. 

The Baptist church at Leticia served 
Amazones Province on the Peruvian 
border in one of the most remote areas 
of Colombia and was directed by the 
Rev. Blake Rogers, a missionary of the 
General Association of Regular Baptists. 
It was closed by the police on October 
25 and Rogers was ordered to leave, 
Taylor said. 


Gospel Reaches Red Cell 

How a German doctor serving a sen- 
tence in a Communist prison was saved 
through reading a gospel booklet was 
described in a letter received recently 
by John Ferguson, director of the World- 
Wide Gospel Literature, Detroit. 

Dr. Freidag, vic- 
tim of the harsh 
Red program, was 
sent to prison as a 
political offender in 
February, 1949, for 
criticizing the So- 
viet system. Serv- 
ing as a physician 
g on the staff of the 

Berlin hospital, In- 
FERGUSON felaud-Kranken- 
hause in Berlin-Buch, Dr. Freidag men- 
tioned in the course of a lecture to 
student nurses that 1200 calories daily 
allowed to patients was insufficient. 

“My words of criticism were reported 
by the chief nurse, a Soviet informer, 
to the Communist Party,” Dr. Freidag 
wrote. “After three days I was im- 
prisoned by the NKVD. After one year 
of arrest I was condemned to two years’ 
imprisonment because the criticism 
against the Soviet system had ‘endan- 
gered the peace of the world!’ 

“After two years of imprisonment, I 
escaped directly into the Western Sector 
of Berlin, because all political prisoners 
must go for a long time in Russian con- 
centration camp to be ‘re-baptized’ by 
the Komtern. 

“In the solitude of the two years, my 
best friend was the clergyman of the 
prison. We had many conversations. He 
gave me religious books, the Bible and 
your little green book, ‘The Reason 
Why’ [written by R. S. Laidlaw of New 
Zealand]. I had a great deal of time for 
meditation and I was glad to have found 
the true foundation of life, a life with 
the Lord, with the help of Jesus Christ 
. . . Your little book, ‘The Reason Why,’ 
was a great help.” 





Presbytery Acts on Seminary 

The Los Angeles Presbytery, at a 
meeting in Downey, Calif., again denied 
membership to three Fuller Theological 
Seminary faculty members. 


The three are Dr. Gleason L. Archer, 
Jr., from the Presbytery of Monmouth, 
N. J., Dr. William Sanford LaSor, Pres- 
bytery of Lehigh, Pa. and Dr. Everett 
F. Harrison, Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

A spokesman said they probably 
would appeal once more to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. The denomination’s na- 
tional governing body has twice con- 
cerned itself with the issue and each 
time referred it back to the presbytery. 


Church Construction Soars 

Construction of new churches con- 
tinues to increase despite the usual fall 
downward building trend, the Depart- 
ments of Commerce and Labor reported. 

Churches spent an estimated $46,000,000 
on new construction in October, a 
contra-seasonal gain of $1,000,000 over 
September, and $6,000,000 more than the 
same month a year ago. 

The government report estimated that 
churches spent $383,000,000 for new 
buildings in the first ten months of this 
year, compared with $324,000,000 in the 
same period a year ago. 


Rome Gains in Philippines 

Missionaries to the Philippines report 
an alarming strengthening of Roman 
Catholic forces from among the priests 
and nuns who left China when the Reds 
took over, according to a report in 
Mandate, Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship missionary publication. 

The position of the Roman Catholic 
clergy is enhanced, it is explained, by the 
Philippine government’s desire to pre- 
vent Communism from gaining ground. 
The aggressive Roman Catholic program 
has enabled them -to purchase many 
small schools that were forced to close 
down two years ago because of economic 
conditions. 

Hence, it is pointed out by evangelical 
observers, the education of the people 
is passing increasingly to those who are 
opposed to biblical Christianity’s ad- 
vance. 


Catholics Hit Peruvian Plan 

Industrialist R. G. LeTourneau’s plan 
to develop jungle territory in Peru has 
run into sharp opposition from Roman 
Catholics. 

The government of Peru last summer 
worked out an agreement with LeTour- 
neau to open up vast areas of jungle 
territory east of the Andes. The project 
has been described by experts as prom- 
ising great economic development to the 
country. 

The Consortium of Catholic Engineers 
in Lima charged that while the plan 
would develop the Peruvian hinterland, 
it would also set up a “Protestant 
nucleus” in that region and “can have 
grave repercussions on the unity of this 
nation.” 

Sam Pope Brewer, of the New York 
Times, pointed out that the Consortium’s 
action was symptomatic of Roman 
Catholic resentment of Protestant work 
in South American countries “even 
when it is not ostensibly religious.” 

While the terms of the deal between 
Le Tourneau and Peru were not officially 
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revealed, it was understood that he 
would receive a grant of 1,000,000,000 
acres of undeveloped jungle in the 
Pucallpa area in return for building a 
paved road from Pucallpa in the direc- 
tion of Tingo Maria, a distance of about 
fifty miles. 

A similar project of LeTourneau’s in 
Liberia has been highly successful and 
even the Catholic Consortium admitted 
the plan would have great value to the 
country economically. 





a 


MALLA MOE & FRIEND* 
A voice in Africa stilled 





Malla Moe Dies in Africa 

Malla Moe, oldest missionary of The 
Evangelical Alliance Mission and one of 
the best loved personalities in Swaziland, 
South Africa, is dead at the age of 90. 
She served as a missionary in Africa for 
61 years. 

A native of Norway, Miss Moe went 
to hear Evangelist Dwight L. Moody 
preach in Chicago in 1863. Moody asked 
her if she were a Christian and the im- 
migrant girl responded in the affirmative. 
“Then you better get going to win souls 
for Christ,’ Moody declared and gave 
her a gentle push. 

The incident stirred Miss Moe to a 
lifetime of soul-winning activity and out 
to the mission field. She had refused to 
take a furlough for the last 30 years for 
fear she would not be permitted to re- 
turn to Africa. 

One of Malla Moe’s early converts 
was Pastor John Gamede, a respected 
native preacher. 


Bible Colleges Show Progress 

More than 100 religious educators 
meeting in the Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, learned that a survey of 11 of 
the nation’s Bible colleges indicates an 
increase in faculty preparation and in 
size of libraries. 

Dean T. B. Crum of Providence, R. L, 
secretary of the Accrediting Association 
of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges, 
made this report at the association’s 
seventh annual convention. 





*John Gamede, one of South Africa’s best known 


preachers who was led to the Lord by Malla Moe - 
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MILLIONS ARE STARVING 


FOR THE WORD OF GOD 


Millions in many areas of the non-Christian world would not 
have the Word of God in their own languages if it were not for 
the work of the American Bible Society. 

Share the good life by helping to send out the Word of God 
in some of these languages and dialects and many others: 


Albanian 
Arabic 
Armenian 
Aymara 
Bengali 
Bulgarian 


ulu 
Cakchiquel 
Cherokee 
Choctow 
Czech 
Danish 
Dutch 
Eskimo 
Estonian 
Finnish 
French 
Gallic 


Lisu 
Lithuanian 
Luba-Luba 
Malagasy 
Malay 
Manchu 
Maya 
Miskito 
Mongolian 
Mortlock 
Nasu 
Nauru 
Navaho 


Norwegian’ 


Ojibwa 
Persian 
Polish 
Portuguese 





Quechua 
Ragoli 
Rumanian 
Russian 
Spanish 
Swedish 
Syriac 
Tagalog 
Thai Tai 
Tibetan 


Yipounou 
Zoque 
Zula 


Also in 36 languages and systems for the blind. 


Write for the booklet “A Gift that Lives” which tells you more 
about this plan of helping and having. 
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The survey is being made, Dean Crum 
said, to re-evaluate the 20 Bible colleges 
first accredited by the association in 
1948. The remaining nine colleges will 
be surveyed during the current academic 
year. 

Other association officers are Dr. S. A. 
Witmer of Fort Wayne, Ind., president; 
and Dr. William Culbertson of Chicago 
and the Rev. Ralph M. Riggs of Spring- 
field, Mo., vice-presidents. The associa- 
tion establishes acceptable standards in 
the field of Bible-centered education and 
is recognized by the United States Office 
of Education. 

Keynote address to the delegates was 
given by Dr. John Dale Russell, chan- 
cellor and executive secretary of the 
New Mexico Board of Educational 
Finance. 

Emmaus Gets New Property 

Emmaus Bible School has purchased 
the YMCA Building in Oak Park, IIl., 
as the new home of the school which is 
now located on Chicago’s South Side. 
A sister school of the same name is 
operated in Toronto. 

Bible school officials indicated that 
acquisition of the new property was 
scheduled for May 1 when the YMCA 
moves to a new building in the Chicago 
suburb. 


500 Decisions in Venezuela 

A total of 500 decisions for Christ, 
several hundred reconsecrations, church 
attendances nearly doubled, and even a 
reconciliation banquet with the pro- 
verbial fatted calf, were reported by the 
evangelistic team of the Latin America 
Mission after six weeks of campaigns in 
Venezuela, ending November 1. 

Completely interdenominational, as in 
all LAM projects, the campaigns featured 
evangelists from the Central American 
Mission in El Salvador and the Disciples 
of Christ in Puerto Rico. Other co- 
operating churches included the Evan- 
gelical Free, Orinoco River Mission, 
Southern Baptist and Presbyterian. 

The fatted-calf incident took place in 
Valle de la Pascua, where the church 
had split two years ago. In prayer 
preparation for the evangelistic cam- 
paign, Christians became convicted about 
the situation and just five days before 
the meetings began, all were joyfully 
reconciled. To celebrate, one of the be- 
lievers built a bonfire in his patio and 
invited everyone to share in the roasted 
calf. 


Tokyo World Congress Figures 

A total of 21,510 persons indicated a 
desire to know Christ as Saviour as a 
result of the Youth for Christ World 
Congress on Evangelism last summer in 
Japan, Dr. Robert A. Cook, YFC presi- 
dent, has announced. 

During a six-week period some 880 
meetings were held in 45 prefectures of 
Japan, it was stated. More than four 
million tracts were distributed during 
the intensive evangelistic drive which 
was sponsored by most of the evangelical 
forces in Japan. 

The next world congress will be held 
in Brazil in 1955. 
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T IS hard for us to ask you for anything. 
You have already done more than we 
shall ever be able to thank you for. Neither mouth 
nor the pen can say what our hearts feel, but in 
your face we saw the face of a brother, a man 
with a Christian heart.” 

So writes a friend in Israel rescued from a 
tragedy which struck his family. He saw Christ in 

us. It is at all times our effort to reflect the love 
wai truth of our Saviour to the thousands who are harassed, distressed and like 
sheep without a shepherd. 

Will you help us to preach Christ and to bring His love visibly and tangibly 
to distressed multitudes, in Israel, Europe, Great Britain, FREE: Reod thrilli 
America, and distant India? The effective ministry of our pede ae lowlsn 
25 missionaries depends on your prayerful interest. Please evangelism in our 
write to. magazine 
ISRAEL MY GLORY 
Yours for the asking. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc 


oe U.S.A. Headquorters: _ Dear Friends of Israel 


Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
President: Joseph M. Steele 1 am sending enclosed for your ministry $__ 
NAME 


ADDRESS. 





Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
General Secretary: Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
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binding. 
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Especially designed for use at i Bible 
and f 135 songs and choruses includ- 
ing the best pe new and old favorites. Special emphasis on 
the deeper life. Smartly designed reinforced manila binding. 
Round notes. 

(C) THE NEW CRUSADE SONGS — 

We've sold over 100,000 copies of this popular book. 107 
great songs and choruses. Reinforced manila binding. Round 
notes. 
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Real, spiritual hunger exists in 
the heart of every born-again 
believer. Learn what,you can do 










to help meet this need through your oot 
— church and through your own home Send for 
study group. It’s easy! a 





HERE ARE THE TOOLS 


e 
S films: Three exceptional films, in color, featuring the teach- 
ing of Dr. Barnhouse. For showing in your church 
on a free-will offering basis. 









e 
a recordings: Easy-to-use tape recordings and play-back machine. 
Half-hour Bible studies by the world’s outstanding 
teachers. Full length services for pastorless churches. 
For your use in church or home at low rental rates. 







Write today for free catalog and full information. 


FILMS & RECORDING DIVISION 


1716 SPRUCE STREET PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 






FILMS & RECORDING DIVISION 
THE EVANGELICAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


(1 Please send me a copy of the free catalog which lists films and 
recordings available to me. 
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MOODY TRAINS 
MISSIN Ea as 


Moody’s Missionary Course provides SPECIALIZED TRAINING (to 
enable you to win the lost to Christ on the foreign mission field. In 
addition to a thorough background of Bible and regular missionary 
subjects, Phonetics, Missionary Principles and Practice, and Com- 
parative Religions are also offered to equip ‘you to meet varied problems 


on the field. Tuition is free. 


Field Specialization in Study . . . You 
choose 20 per cent of your subjects 
in this three-year course. This 
means a student going to Japan 
and one going to Chile would each 
get special preparation. Through a 
planned counseling program you 
receive help in choosing a mission 
field, and then in selecting subjects 
which will best prepare you for that 
field. To make your studies. more 
practical; all missionary classes are 
taught by faculty members who 


You ean serve Christ better 


after you’ve been 


TRAINED FOR THE JOB at 


have had experience in their sub- 
jects. Manual Training, Bookkeep- 
ing, Cookery, Dentistry, Obstetrics 
and Elementary Medicine are 
among the electives available. 


Field Specialization in Practical 
Christian Work... At Moody you 
put into practice what you learn. 
For instance, if you’re going to 
Japan, your practical Christian 
work assignments take you into 
Japanese churches and homes. The 





Missionary Course requires six 
weeks of supervised on-the-field 
home mission work in preparation 
for foreign service. This work could 
be among Indians or mountaineers, 
for example. 


Field Specialization in Extracurricu- 
lar Activities ... Through Mission- 
ary Union, a student organization, 
you have unusual opportunities to 
pray for missionaries on every field, 
especially the field of your choice, 
and to read letters from them; to 
serve on missionary deputation 
teams; and to hear different mis- 
sionary speakers every week and 
talk to them personally. In addi- 
tion, you may visit officials of na- 
tionally known mission boards hav- 
ing offices in Chicago. 


Write for free catalog and picture booklet of student life. 
Address : Office of Admissions, Room ET238. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL. . 


Moody Bible Institute 


- - EVANGELICAL. 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, PRESWDENT * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DEAN 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 











